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at 10 years

From the president
There is no question that
Gettysburg College has a distinctive
niche; our historic location
combined with our exceptional
academic and co-curricular
offerings truly position us as one of
the nation’s premier institutions of
higher education.
But as I have said many
times since I took on the role
of president, what really sets
Gettysburg apart is the people.
We are blessed to have a loyal
network of alumni, parents, and
friends in almost every profession
imaginable across six continents—
many of whom stay closely
connected to the College and offer
help to our students, guidance to
our administration, and significant
financial support. We have a
community of faculty and staff who
are devoted to our students and this
College—individuals who provide
an outstanding education and
support the student experience in a
multitude of ways, regularly going
above and beyond what is required
of them because they know the
work they do is important. And

we have remarkable students
who inspire me every day by their
commitment not only to their
personal success, but to making the
world a better place.
This fall, we welcomed a new
group of talented Gettysburgians
to our community—the Class of
2020. It was another outstanding
admissions season for the College
as we received a record-breaking
number of applications—more
than 6,800—a testament to
Gettysburg’s growing reputation.
This class of approximately 700
students comes from 29 states and
15 countries, and it is the most
racially diverse class in our history.
Recruiting a talented class is
no small feat. We are committed
to making a Gettysburg education
accessible to all qualified students,
not just those who have the ability
to pay the full cost. Sixty-five
percent of our first-year class will
receive financial aid. That is why
scholarship support continues
to be of tremendous importance
for us and is a top priority of our
Gettysburg Great Campaign.

Today, only 5 percent of the
College’s financial aid for students
comes from endowed scholarships.
The rest—95 percent—comes from
our annual operating budget, a small
portion of which is supported by the
Gettysburg Fund.
As you think about Gettysburg
College and the importance of the
work we do in preparing the welleducated leaders of tomorrow,
I ask you to consider supporting
today’s students, either through
establishing an endowed fund or
a Gettysburg Fund scholarship.
With the gift of a scholarship, you
will be making an investment not
only in these students, but also in
our collective future.
I thank you for your continued
support of Gettysburg College, and
I look forward to all that we will
accomplish together this year!
Sincerely,
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Prof notes

Senior Year

SAVED

ac Warner ’16 graduated
with his class on May 15
and it had been a close call. Not
because he wasn’t motivated.
Zac was a management major
with business and Spanish
minors. He held multiple jobs
and leadership positions with
campus organizations, tutored
local elementary school students,
explored interests ranging from
Socratic dialogue to Bible studies
to cooking to power lifting, and was
active in the Garthwait Leadership
Center and The Eisenhower
Institute. Zac had made the most
of Gettysburg College, but then:
“I remember vividly when
I realized that my financial aid
would not cover my tuition. I
had already reached the limit for
educational grants and loans,” he
said. “My mother applied for a
loan, but was declined.
“I emptied every last cent in my
bank account toward tuition and
prayed for a miracle,” Zac said.
Though they knew there was
a happy outcome, those listening
to Zac’s story at the College
Benefactors Wall held their breath.
“Finally, I was informed that
I would be receiving additional
financial aid. Without the Fourjay
Foundation Scholarship and other
financial aid, I am not sure what
would have become of the past
year of my life.”
The low granite Benefactors
Wall is engraved with the names
of individuals and organizations
recognized for their remarkable
generosity to the College. The
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Christian, Geoff ’91, Holden, and Gretchen Jackson

most recent inscription honors
Eugene W. and Marie-Louise
Jackson and family. Personally and
through the Fourjay Foundation,
members of the family have
endowed scholarships, funded
vital projects, and made gifts of
treasured books and artwork to
the College.
Speaking at the June 4
dedication, Geoff Jackson ’91
said, “Education is in my family’s
DNA. I believe any social,
emotional, medical, or existential
challenge can be addressed and
cured through education.”
Geoff’s father, Eugene,
was the first in his family to go
to college and later earned his
master’s degree. He founded
the Springhouse Corporation,
a publishing house serving the
professional needs of nurses and

teachers. Geoff’s mother, MarieLouise, held two master’s degrees
and was a PhD candidate. A
former associate college professor,
she taught in Belgium and the
U.S. The family’s philanthropic
priorities are education,
healthcare, and human service.
Jackson said he appreciated
the recognition and the addition
of his parents’ names to the
Benefactors Wall. “This is truly
their legacy, not mine. It is all
about them and their legacy.”
And Zac? In October, he
heads to Biot, France, to pursue
his master’s degree in Executive
Big Data Analysis at Data Science
Tech Institute.
Meanwhile, the Jackson
family’s legacy will be helping other
Gettysburg College students, this
fall and in the future.

Fact and fiction
I use novels in most of my classes. In the social sciences we have very strict rules
pertaining to the presentation and interpretation of evidence. The methodology
of the social sciences is rigorous, but it doesn’t allow for the nuances to
be explained clearly. When students read the novels, they get a deeper
understanding of the topics.
Critical thought
What I like is for students to develop critical thought. I think it is important
for these students who are getting a liberal arts education to
have different lenses to look at the world, to understand
that the perspective that you use frames your vision.
I tell them, “The first one that you should doubt
is your professor. You should criticize and then
he will, or she will, give you a better sense.”
It allows professors to get better when the
students ask questions.
A north-south intellectual journey
I left the Dominican Republic to pursue my
studies in sociology. After I completed my
master’s degree, I taught Latin American
history at the Universidad Autónoma de
Puebla in México. I returned to the U.S.
to complete my PhD and have been at
Gettysburg College since 1991, when the Latin
American Studies program began.
Gettysburg College has offered me the
opportunity and financial support to do what I
like to do, which is to do research and to teach.
Prof. Emelio Betances, (pictured with the publisher’s proof of
his latest book) is the founding director of Latin American
Studies—now Latin American, Caribbean, and
Latino Studies—and the author of State and
Society in the Dominican Republic;
The Catholic Church and Power
Politics in Latin America;
and In Search of
Citizenship: Social
Movements and
Democratization
in the Dominican
Republic.

BETANCE

Sociology and Latin American, Caribbean, and Latino Studies
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“[Prof. Wallach] suggested I
look into a major in Globalization
Studies,” Waters said.
The Globalization Studies
major integrates perspectives from
the humanities, social sciences,
arts, and natural sciences to
understand the ways in which
globalization is making the world
more interconnected and complex
culturally, politically, linguistically,
and economically.
“I didn’t know about
Globalization Studies,” she said.
“I was originally interested in
business and education. But
then I started researching it
and I thought, ‘That’s it, that’s
me.’ It’s everything I enjoy and
what I care about, which is
understanding the world and
how different cultures interact.”
Globalization Studies majors
have to apply and design their
own course of study and choose a
regional and thematic track—but
Waters already has an idea of
what she’d like to study.
Over spring break she
completed the “Music, Ritual,
and the Struggle for Haitian
and Afro-Dominican
Rights in the Dominican
Republic” immersion
project through the
Center for Public
Service with a small
group of other
Gettysburg students.
They visited the
San Cristóbal

Biology major • MBA, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute • Chartered Financial Analyst •
Fellow of Investment Society of the UK
• 30 years as investment professional
on Wall Street & in London • currently
environmental investor & advisor/
educator/mentor to investment
professionals • College Trustee
chairing the endowment committee •
vice-chair, Conservatory Oversight Board
• married to Susan Abercrombie Biernat ’77
father to Joseph III • Citizen of USA & UK
• resides in London, Jupiter Island (FL)
and Cape Cod (MA)

region of the Dominican
Republic, staying at Rancho El
Campeche, a ranch dedicated to
cultural and ecological tourism.
The trip focused on learning more
about cultural traditions and the
social movements that sustain
the Haitian and Afro-Dominican
fight for social justice.
A small observation at
the end of the trip got Waters
thinking. As the students said
goodbye and left for home, she
noticed the local residents taking
pictures on their tablets and
phones. Knowing that many
residents were below the poverty
line, she started to think more
about how and where technology
is used around the world.
“That image just really stuck
with me,” Waters said. “When I
returned to Gettysburg, I spoke
with an upperclassman who is a
Globalization Studies major, and
I realized I was really interested
in studying how children are
affected by technology when
they are below the poverty line in
an impoverished country versus
an industrialized country, such
as Korea.
“It has a lot to do with how
I was raised. My mom always
told me you have to put yourself
in someone’s shoes and see all
sides,” said Waters. “We’re going
to leave Gettysburg and go all
over the world. The world is
bigger than us. Educate—that’s
the best thing we can do.”

Created the Sunderman Conservatory
matching pledge because
Susan and I believe music is an important part of education—a
life skill—that should be available to all. Music can
transport each person to another dimension of thinking,
concentration, and enjoyment. It builds character and
complements any intellectual or sporting activity.
Because of the importance of music, we support the
great work being done by the Conservatory.
Important Gettysburg profs
Two who taught me to never stop exploring:
Prof. Robert Barnes (the natural world) and
Prof. Norman Richardson (European culture)
Found on my
Nightstand: My Name is Red by Orhan Pamuk
Office table: The Meaning of Human Existence by
Edward O. Wilson
Kindle: 1Q84 by Haruki Murakami
Piano: Mikrokosmos by Béla Bartók
Guitar stand: “Sunny Skies” by James Taylor
Most memorable meal
Lunch with Edward O. Wilson
Most memorable trip
Visiting Area de Conservación Guanacaste, Costa
Rica, with Dan Janzen, eminent expert in ecology
and biodiversity of ecosystems
Photo by Jason Minick

As a first-year, Raven Waters
’19 chose classes that sounded
interesting to her. There wasn’t
much of a common theme to
tie the topics together: African
Studies; Cultural Anthropology;
Writing In and About the
Native American Tradition; and
the First-Year Seminar Bobs,
Beehives, Wigs, and Weaves: The
Cultural Politics of Hair. Then
Waters met with her first-year
advisor, German Studies Prof.
Kerry Wallach, who suggested
there might be a clearer link.

Joe Biernat ’75

Last seen on campus: May 2016
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hilosophy of Mind was Organization
one of

P

his favorite classes.
“You really learn how people
think and understand why they do
certain things in a particular way. It’s
helped me immensely in what I do
today,” said Peter Kratsios ’11.
And what he’s doing today
is running GolfMatch, a mobile
application that connects golfers,
on and off the course, by age, skill
level, and game preference. Its
social booking system allows users
to purchase tee times at courses
they can afford and at times that
are convenient for the golfers.
GolfMatch has been profiled
by major publications and media
outlets, from Sports Illustrated
and Golf Digest Stix to The Wall
Street Journal, MSNBC, and Fox

Business. Even professional golfers
like Pádraig Harrington have
endorsed it.
A management major and
philosophy minor, Kratsios had
been golfing most of his life. He
was also a member of the golf
team while at Gettysburg and
was named to the first team AllCentennial Conference during his
first year. Outside of his classes
and athletics, Kratsios was a
member of Tau Kappa Epsilon.
From the classroom, he says
that it is the lessons he learned in
philosophy that continue to serve
him well today. And he points
to the need to relate to people,
make connections, and build a
network that will help budding
entrepreneurs achieve their goals.

Snapshots

“Connections are everything,”
Kratsios said. “You have to
surround yourself with people
who can fill in the gaps in your
experience or who know the people
that you need to know. You will
only ever be as successful as the
people you surround yourself with.”
Since launching GolfMatch,
Kratsios has expanded its
membership to all 50 states and
Canada. He has noticed an impact
in the golf industry as well.
“It’s a community-driven
product, and people have really
rallied around it,” Kratsios said.
“We are connecting people who
share a common passion, and we are
growing participation in golf.”

Undergrads
Launch N EW
Businesses
Robert Burch ’17 founded and
launched Blue Truck, an on-demand
service company for affordable and
professional residential projects along
Philadelphia's Main Line.
William Czubakowski ’17 is
creating No Scribe, an innovative PDF
note-taker that emphasizes ease of use.
Noah Pompan ’18 is building a
social media app called BOOM, Social.
He has a business partner at the
University of Southern California and,
together, they are creating a real-time,
crowd-sourced event review platform.
All three are off and running
thanks to the Entrepreneurial
Fellowship Advisory Council,
which raised more than $50,000
through a crowdfunding initiative,
mentored students, and provided
campus-wide programs.
There are more students with
great ideas. To provide financial
support for the fellowship prize,
contact Development, Alumni and
Parent Relations at 717-337-6543. To
volunteer, contact the Center for Career
Development at 717-337-6616.

For links related to these and other stories in this issue, visit www.gettysburg.edu/links

X-SIG science

Postseason tally

Time check: 1:03 p.m.

Bar crawl

Added to the Hall

Race, democracy, Civil War

In the Drugs and Cells course with
chemistry Prof. Tim Funk ’00
and health sciences Prof. Josef
Brandauer, students do what
no one in a pharmaceutical lab
is likely to do—understand
both the chemistry and the
biology. Learn more about
the latest Cross-Disciplinary
Science Institute at
Gettysburg College (X-SIG)
course online.
6

Women’s Golf and Men’s and Women’s
Lacrosse captured Centennial
Conference titles and made strong
showings in the NCAA Championships.
Katie Cavanaugh ’16, Andre Hinds ’16,
and Katie McCoubrie ’16 competed
well at the NCAA Outdoor Track &
Field Championships and combined for
two All-America awards. For complete
coverage, visit gettysburgsports.com
or follow the Bullets on Facebook,
Instagram, or Twitter.

At any given moment, where are our
faculty and what are they doing?
On campus, in Nicaragua, in
Germany. Refining a FirstYear Seminar, writing,
doing research with
students. We called
“time out” and looked
at the diverse and
varied activities of
nine professors.

Prof. Ben Luley, classics and
archaeology, is one of a team of
researchers who unearthed and are
investigating the site of a 2,100-year-old
Roman tavern in Lattes, France. Learn
more about their world-class discovery
and Luley’s thoughts on the find, online.

Maureen Andrews ’95 (women’s
basketball), Bill Brooks ’67 (football),
Christian Dreyer ’94 (men’s soccer),
Lynn Janke ’82 (women’s swimming),
Tim McGinnis ’03 (men’s lacrosse),
and Kim Rain ’92 (volleyball) are
the 2016 inductees into the Hall of
Athletic Honor, and the 1966 football
team will be honored as a Team of
Distinction on September 30.

Jake Farias ’16 created an original
educational workshop for high school
students attending the nationally
renowned Civil War Institute (CWI)
conference, thanks to the CWI
Robert Sibley Cooper
Fellowship. Read more about
Farias’s program, online.
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GOAL: $150 MILLION

I

f you’re a sports fan, you’ve
probably thought about
what it must be like to hang
out at the offices of ESPN or
work along the frontlines for a
Major League Baseball (MLB)
team. For Matt Laux ’15, that
dream has become a reality.
After graduating from
Gettysburg with a major in
organization and management
studies, the Bethesda, Maryland,
native landed a job as a
production assistant at ESPN,
where he cut highlights for live
broadcasts, among other duties
related to programming.

Taking advantage
of the opportunities at
Gettysburg helped me
get my career off to a
strong start.
as their new media intern. As an
inside sales representative, Laux
helps fill the 41,000-seat Nationals
Park by selling season ticket plans,
group outings, and suites to fans.
Laux attributes much
of his early career success to
the experiences he gained at
Gettysburg, where he competed

as a wrestler, served as social chair
for Alpha Chi Rho, and worked
for both Campus Recreation and
Athletic Communications.
“Being an active member
in the Gettysburg community
helped me to develop a wide
array of skills,” said Laux. “I
wasn’t exactly sure which career
path was the perfect route for
me, but building this foundation
of different skills helped me
be hired by two of the premier
organizations in sports.”
Laux is currently at work
on his master’s degree in
sports industry management at
Georgetown University. One day
he hopes to lead a marketing or
sales department in the MLB.
“Experience is key to
qualifying yourself for any job—
especially in sports—and taking
advantage of the opportunities
at Gettysburg helped me get my
career off to a strong start.”

Annual Giving
Faculty Support
Engaged
Learning

Scholarships

$31,610,544

Global Initiatives
and Facilities

$9,873,390

Other

$17,529,567

$35,276,465
$8,339,798
$15,792,777

HERE IS WHAT THE CAMPAIGN HAS ACHIEVED SO FAR:

184 SCHOLARSHIPS CREATED
8 FACULTY

CHAIRS, PROFESSORSHIPS, AND
EXPERTS-IN-RESIDENCE FUNDED

31

ENGAGED
LEARNING

Campaign update (as of August 2016)

In January, a position as an
inside sales representative with
the Washington Nationals MLB
franchise opened up, and Laux
jumped at the chance to work with
his hometown team. The previous
summer, he had helped strengthen
the Nationals’ social media presence

118,422,542

$

FUNDS FOR

From the Battlefield to
the Big Leagues

• RESEARCH
• CAREER EXPLORATION
• IMMERSION TRIPS

20,314 DONORS

42%

ARE FIRST-TIME

DONORS

Help keep Gettysburg Great with your gift via www.gettysburg.edu/campaign
or contact Development, Alumni and Parent Relations at 717-337-6543.

More Great Work
NINE HONORED
At Commencement the Board of Trustees presented
the Lavern H. Brenneman Award for Exemplary
Service to Gettysburg College to Trustee Emeritus
James R. Thomas ’53, P’80, GP’11.
The Alumni Association recognized eight
Gettysburgians: Mark Hourigan ’81 and John
Howard Jr. ’79 received the Distinguished Alumni
Awards, the Alumni Association’s foremost honor.

TWO JOIN TRUSTEES
Paul Seale ’75, P’06 and Jean Deimler
Seibert ’69, P’06 were recognized with Meritorious
Service Awards.
Young Alumni Achievement Awards for
Professional Achievement were awarded to
Matthew Flaherty ’01 and Christopher Matthaei ’01.
Brian Orsinger ’01 and Al Wilkins ’06 received
awards for Service.

Alex P. Ferraro ’12, an associate with Cohen &
Grigsby, P.C., is a corporate attorney who earned
his JD at the University of Pittsburgh. Ferraro, a
recipient of the Linnaean Award, majored in history
and political science at Gettysburg College. As chair
of the BOLD council, he joins the Board of Trustees
ex-officio. He and Allison Barrett Ferraro ’12 live
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Christine L. and Christopher “Chip” Rankin
P’16, ’19, parents of Kathryn ’16 and Jacob ’19,
co-chair the Parents Leadership Council, and Christine
joins the Board of Trustees as an ex-officio member.
An alumna of Albion College, she earned her PhD in
chemistry at the University of Michigan and is president
of EBC National, Inc., in Wilmington, Delaware.
The Rankins live in Hockessin, Delaware.

Biographies and photo galleries from Commencement and Reunion are online.
8
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Will Essigs ’17

Voice of Experience

Life-changing lessons
from studying abroad
In my more than 14,000 miles of
travel, I was placed in situations
that definitively reshaped my
perspective of the world.
Arriving in Sweden
in December 2015, I was
disappointed when I was delayed
by increased immigration checks
due to the Turkish stamp in
my passport. How could the
consequences of a civil war a
thousand miles from Sweden
so decisively stumble upon its
gates?
I began to analyze the factors
that have contributed to the
refugee crisis in Sweden, including
failure to address the Assad
regime, Russian involvement
to support their ailing proxy
in Syria, and the rise of ISIS.
Geopolitical issues of the modern
scenario reflect tremendous
interconnectedness. International
actors make decisions that have
ramifications across multiple
continents. The situation facing
Sweden cannot be attributed to a
single cause; instead, it is a product
of the interconnected world.
And to bring it home:
The concerns and objectives
of all relevant parties must
be considered. Issues are not
isolated. Our understanding
must reflect interconnectedness
and the capability of individuals
to inspire action.
Bridging cultural differences
requires mutual effort.
While in Florence, I had
a variety of opportunities to

10

experience Italian culture—from
daily interactions with my host
family to collaborating with
the chief legal officers of major
Italian corporations. I learned
that building rapport in any
relationship requires an individual
approach, but more importantly,
mutual effort. For example, my
hardly comprehensible Italian
had the effect of making me
approachable to my Italian hosts.
And to bring it home:
Building profound and productive
relationships requires that each
party aim to:
• Recognize and respect that
cultural differences exist and
be prepared to step out of their
respective comfort zones,
• Acknowledge that these
situations are, in fact, foreign—
and interactions are unlikely to
be flawless, and
• Demonstrate a desire to bridge
cultural differences and foster
understanding.
In Prague I learned to
understand the significance of
history, it must be witnessed.
I became aware that a chasm
existed between how thoroughly I
thought I understood history and
what I learned firsthand when I
saw the memorial for Jan Palach.
Textbooks taught me that Palach
ignited himself in 1969 to protest
the brutal repression of the Prague
Spring by Soviet forces.
Staring at Palach’s memorial
in Wenceslas Square, I gained

an enhanced appreciation for the
gravity of this event. In a country
ruled in alignment with Stalinism
until relatively recently, Palach’s
memorial serves as a reminder
of the struggle that gave birth to
the modern Czech Republic and
embodies a spirit of defiance still
epitomized by Praguers today. I
hadn’t appreciated this depth of
understanding in the classroom.
How this applies at home:
Understanding relies on theoretical
and empirical knowledge.
It may be cliché to describe
one’s study-abroad experience
as “life changing,” but it
certainly provided me a more
comprehensive understanding of
the globalized world.
Will Essigs ’17 is majoring in
political science with a minor in
business. He is an Eisenhower
Institute Fielding Fellow, a member
of Phi Gamma Delta, Interfraternity
Council president, and a member of
the Honor Commission. This piece is
edited from his full essay, which can
be found online.

Media notes

New & Noteworthy
Inside the Middle
East: Making
Sense of the Most
Dangerous and
Complicated
Region on Earth
As Salisbury
Fellow of Intelligence and Middle
East Affairs at The Eisenhower
Institute (EI), Avi Melamed leads
the Inside the Middle East program.
In his book bearing the same title,
Melamed draws upon his decades of
experience in the intelligence world
to offer an in-depth look at what is
unfolding in the Middle East today
and provide analysis of the issues
and possible solutions for problems
facing this complex region.
Love, Murder,
and Corruption in
Lancaster County:
My Story
Attorney and
coauthor
David Brown ’82
contributed research and
commentary on the judicial system
for Lisa Michelle Lambert’s
memoir. The book looks at the legal
twists and turns accompanying
Lambert’s conviction and
incarceration for the 1991 murder
of Laurie Snow, a murder Lambert
and many legal authorities maintain
she did not commit.
Six Dots: A
Story of Young
Louis Braille
In her latest
book for young
readers, awardwinning author

Jennifer Fisher Bryant ’82
explores the early years of Louis
Braille, who lost his sight as a boy,
yet was so determined to read
that he invented the touch-based
writing and reading system still in
use today. Boris Kulikov’s paintings
illustrate the book, which includes
resources for parents and teachers.
African Christian
Mothers and
Fathers: Why
They Matter for
the Church Today
Professor
of Church
History at the
Interdenominational Theological
Center, Mark Ellingsen ’71
contributes to scholarly interest
in rediscovering the theological
roots of Christianity in ancient
North Africa. Ellingsen offers
analysis of what the theologians
of the region, prior to and
contemporary with Augustine,
taught about the faith and why
what they said still matters today.
The Goddess:
Myths of the Great
Mother
Christopher Fee,
professor and chair
of the Department
of English, and
David Leeming, University of
Connecticut professor emeritus,
chart the development of
traditional Western gender roles
through an understanding of the
transformation of concepts of the
Goddess from prehistory through
contemporary expressions.

Momentum: The
Responsibility
Paradigm and
Virtuous Cycles of
Change in Colleges
and Universities
In an era of
skepticism, demands for
increased accountability, and
calls for reform in higher
education, professor, consultant,
and author Daniel Seymour ’69
suggests colleges and universities
shift the conversation—and
their futures. He proposes
that the dynamics of virtuous
circles—upward spirals built
upon serial successes—could
move institutions from reacting
to external pressures to thriving
through internal responsibility.
Are You Smart Enough?
Alexander
“Sandy” Astin ’53,
founding director
of both the
Higher Education
Research Institute
at UCLA and
the Cooperative Institutional
Research Program, examines
higher education’s race to enroll
the top students, favoring being
smart over developing smartness.
Astin looks at the admissions
race, faculty culture, and
assessment and calls upon his
colleagues in higher education
to prioritize the intellectual and
personal growth of students at
all levels of preparation.
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The spring piece on the work of
classics Prof. Carolyn Snively
at Golemo Gradište in Konjuh,
Macedonia, inspired the reflection
by Thomas McClellan ’60, which
appears on page 48, this issue’s
“Parting shot.”
Stephen Edelstein ’69
provided this remembrance of
Professor Emeritus John Clarke,
who taught writing at the College
from 1966–1989:
“As a student at the College,
I took Mr. Clarke’s creative
writing class twice, the second
time because I liked it so much
the first time. We students would
be assigned different forms to
write—a short, short story, for
example, or perhaps a poem—and
afterwards, the class, guided by
Mr. Clarke, would discuss the
products. A thick skin helped.
“But when I look back, some
of the lessons I learned from Mr.
Clarke have stuck with me, and
I very clearly remember things
that he said.
“He injected us with doses
of reality. When one student
complained of another’s short
piece of fiction by saying it was

12

‘contrived,’ Mr. Clarke said, ‘All
fiction is contrived. The problem
here is that the contrivance shows.’
Put that way, I understood. And it
made me a better writer.
“Mr. Clarke loved birds,
and I remember his then locally
famous description of a Pileated
Woodpecker: ‘When you’re in
the woods, and something huge
flies past your head and you turn
and say, ‘What the f-–- was that?
THAT’s a Pileated Woodpecker.’
“But most importantly,
Mr. Clarke taught that writing
was a craft that took work. He
encouraged us to write every
day (typewriters, then—not
computers). And when someone
inevitably asked if writing didn’t
require inspiration, his answer
was always the same, ‘Maybe, but
you might just as well be at the
typewriter when it strikes.’
“To have this many memories,
and more, of a teacher means to
me that he did his job well. I am
sad that he passed away, and I am
sad that I did not say these things
to him while he was alive.”
On social media
Going by the numbers, you enjoyed
seeing Commencement 2016 on
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, and Snapchat. Did you
see Gettysburg College in the NBC
News roundup that aired in early
June? There were at least six shots
of your alma mater among the other

national colleges and universities in
the segment, which aired nationally.
Leading up to
Commencement, we turned
the podium over to you and
asked your advice for the newest
Gettysburgians. Here are some
highlights:
Sonia Thomas P’16, mom
of Sarah Thomas ’16, posted,
“Everyone fails or is rejected at some
point. It is how you handle failure/
rejection that will set you apart.”

“Life will take you in the most
unexpected directions, embrace
it...you may think you have the
road ahead of you planned, but
it may take you somewhere
completely different. Always have
an open mind and an open heart,
you never know what role the next
person you meet will have in your
life, no matter who that person
is.... It has been 25 years since I
graduated, but my Gettysburg
experience is always with me....
Enjoy the road ahead!” wrote
Sharon Orr Meyer ’91.

And from the field, in the
midst of her lacrosse team’s NCAA
postseason play, Coach Carol Daly
Cantele ’83 said, “Live every day like
it’s GAME DAY!”
Not a month later, social media
feeds took a more contemplative turn
and connected us in troubling times:
“The Pride Flag will fly over
Pennsylvania Hall this week as
our community grieves over those
who have recently lost their lives
in Orlando,” wrote President
Janet Morgan Riggs ’77 about
the mid-June tragedy. Her full
message, the accompanying image,
and a later campus vigil were met
with empathy, gratitude, and pride
from alumni across the decades.
Jennifer Simone ’18 sent
this photo of members of the
Leadership Institute recreating
an Eisenhower family photo in
Abilene, Kansas. Both photos are
above, right.
Photos from alumni
weddings and many College
events are in abundance, online.
Use www.gettysburg.edu/links
to browse.

And in the news
“Just be decent” was the title
and the message of Prof.
Kerry Walters, philosophy,
in a Huffington Post piece. “We
desperately need to…reset our
default position to civility in word,
thought, and deed,” he wrote.
Commentary by four
Gettysburg College professors
punctuated the celebrations
and commemorations of
Independence Day.
Three of the pieces appeared
via The Philadelphia Inquirer’s
philly.com site.
Prof. Allen Guelzo, director
of Civil War Era Studies and
the Henry R. Luce Professor of
the Civil War Era, offered a very
personal view of “What it means
to be a citizen.”
History department chair
Prof. Timothy Shannon wrote
“On the pursuit of happiness”
and what Jefferson might have
had in mind.

English Prof. Robert
Garnett penned “On the Battle of
the Somme,” published on July 2,
100 years after the greatest battle
of World War I began.
“Remembering the Somme,”
written by history Prof. Ian
Isherwood ’00, was published
by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on
the anniversary of the battle.
The Eisenhower Institute’s
Chairman Emeritus Susan
Eisenhower and history Prof.
Michael Birkner ’72, P’10,
provided expertise for a feature on
the Eisenhower National Historic
Site, which also appeared in the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
Keep reading, keep liking, keep
sharing, and keep the Conversations
going on social media or by sending
alumnimagazine@gettysburg.edu
your thoughts.
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Today’s family histories delve
deeper than dates and descendants.
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im Kurtz ’71 had seen the box enough times to
know that the olive green tin was standard army
issue. It had belonged to his late father. What he
didn’t understand was why no one ever talked about
it or was even allowed to look through it. The green
box was most definitely off limits.
While his siblings seemed to abide by the rule,
Kurtz struggled. Temptation eventually won—
Kurtz was eight when he finally opened the box in
the attic, while his mother vacuumed downstairs.
What he found lacked context. Army
ribbons and medals, letters home to a young
wife and new mother, flight logs and maps, and
even a tiny baby slipper. None of it made sense
to him, and he didn’t have long to explore the
contents before fear compelled him to return it
and close it. But his quick look fanned his spark
of curiosity into a fire.
As the years passed, he filled in the gaps. He
learned about World War II, the areas where his
father was stationed, and the combat missions he
was involved in. Kurtz visited both the Wyoming
air base where his father trained and the place in
Austria where his father’s plane was shot down
and he was taken prisoner. And the book may
be finished but the journey isn’t—Kurtz plans to
visit the POW camps that held his father for eight
months before being liberated by the Allies.

“We’ve had alums write about their war
experiences, and alums who have done their own
genealogical research but Mr. Kurtz’s story is
derivative of his father’s story,” said history Prof.
Michael Birkner ’72, P’10.
“We’re all connected to our past. Who we are
depends as much on who our parents were and who
their parents were before them,” Birkner continued.
“I am glad that Mr. Kurtz has had the opportunity
to connect with his father through the narrative and
events of World War II.”
Kurtz built upon his research by looking
to sources that could fill in the nuances of his
understanding of his father’s experiences. He
connected with the men who had trained beside and
served with his father. He flew in a plane that is the
only working B-24 Liberator bomber left—the same
type flown by his father during the war. He even
parachuted out of a plane in order to gain some idea
of what his father had experienced when his plane
was shot down.
And he wrote a book, The Green Box
(available in the College bookstore), part his father’s
biography, part his own memoir, and the result of
decades of exploration.
“This is the first book I’ve ever written, and it
will probably be my last,” Kurtz said. “It started as
a way for me to learn about my father. I only have

Opposite page:
Left photo, 2nd Lt. Robert R. Kurtz, Pantanella, Italy, Summer 1944
Right photo, After induction, 1941
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one memory of him, but now, I think I can say
with confidence that I understand him better than
anyone, except for perhaps my mother. The more I
learned, the more I knew that I needed to honor his
legacy, and that’s what this project became.”
He learned the lesson that historians have been
preaching for centuries: ask questions. Connections to
family history, made through dinner conversations
or diligent research, can be an entry point to
engaging larger historical narratives—a launch to
understanding historical periods.
According to Prof. Ian Isherwood ’00, the
reason is simple: we are wired for stories.
“We all like stories about people,” he said.
“Family history, in particular, is such a gateway to the
story of all history because when you engage in family

“Everyone has a story to tell, and we want
to get those stories before they are lost forever,”
Birkner said.
He believes that after WWII, most vets were so
focused on moving forward with their lives, careers,
and families that they never felt the need to share their
stories. Others didn’t feel their stories were important
enough to tell. In the 1990s, public interest reached
a peak leading up to the 50th commemoration of the
war, the release of films like Schindler’s List and Saving
Private Ryan, and many popular books.
Since then, Birkner finds that many from the
WWII generation are willing to share their stories,
often welcoming the questions when they are asked.
The trick, more often than not, is asking the
right kinds of questions.
Birkner doesn’t like telling students in the
historical methods course the specific questions to ask.
“They’ll usually figure that out while doing
background research and from listening to the

“Family history, in
particular, is such a gateway
to the story of all history.”
—PROF. IAN ISHERWOOD ’00

Bob Kurtz, 1942

history, you engage in the same types of questions that
historians ask, but just in a more intimate way.”
Perhaps the most direct manner of asking
questions is through the collection of oral
histories—interviews with people who have
personal, firsthand knowledge of past events. It’s a
method that Kurtz employed, interviewing people
who had a connection to his father. It’s a method
that Birkner and any of his students know well.
He uses oral history both to teach students about
the tools available to historians and to document
personal stories from the World War II era before
they are lost. What he and his students have built is
one of the largest collections of World War II oral
histories in the country.
18

conversation,” Birkner said. “The only thing I tell my
students is that they must start from the beginning.
They must ask their subjects something about their
parents, their childhood, and their siblings if they
had any—those kinds of questions. As William
Wordsworth said, ‘The child is the father of the
man.’ You need to start there.”
Another invaluable resource to explore is
one that students of Birkner’s historical methods
course are quite familiar with—Oral History:
An Introduction for Students by James Hoopes.
According to Birkner, nothing has come close to
providing a straightforward and comprehensive
overview of conducting an interview that examines
both history and one’s personal memories of
historical events.
Of course, oral histories are only useful for
recording stories that have not yet been lost.
While not everyone has a green box full of letters

and mementos to kick start their genealogical
research, there are still some tools that can aid the
process—relatives, family stories, and, of course,
the Internet, with various ancestry tools and the
databases they access.
However, not everything is online, cautions
College Archivist Amy Lucadamo ’00.
“For people just starting out, patience is key,”
Lucadamo stated. “While there are a lot of resources
online, not everything is on the Internet. Sometimes,
you need to go to historical societies, check out local
churches, or pick up the phone and make a few calls.”
Just as everything may not be online, not
every line of research will bear fruit. The bright
side, according to Lucadamo, is that roadblocks
can provide the impetus for researching a different
branch of the family tree or history.
For the particularly adventurous family
historians, learning about the time period that shaped
their ancestors and the places that played a pivotal
role in their stories is another avenue of research, too.
The context, Isherwood states, can help enrich
the understanding of stories passed down through
generations. Some themes may be familiar.
“From my experience, family stories tend to
take on certain molds. Many times we hear of
somebody’s ancestors who came over with nothing
but five dollars in their pocket and the clothes
on their back, and they make something out of
nothing. Or, you hear the other version, where their
family was successful but had a few setbacks, a few
obstacles along the way that they had to work to
overcome, but ultimately, they were all the stronger
for it,” said Isherwood.
“Both of these kinds of stories are a part of our
broader national story, an overarching historical
narrative, into which we fit our ancestors’ stories.”
It’s why he thinks context is so essential to
understanding family stories. It provides insight
to potential biases, exaggerations, and more
interestingly, stories that go against the grain.
“When you peel back the layers of the stories
you’ve grown up with, you find that history is often
a bit more messy than what you were originally
told,” said Isherwood. “There is a lot of mythology
in family history, but one of the great things about
discovering your own family history is that you get
to play myth buster in addition to family historian.”
Just as much as historical research can fill in
the gaps in the documents one has, the documents
can also bring historical research to life in
unexpected ways.
Isherwood’s project with the letters of World
War I Major Hugh J.C. Peirs offers a good
example. The letters were loaned to the College

Bob Kurtz, top row, second from left, 1944

Cull or Conserve?
Wondering what from your life future family
historians would want to know about? You’re not
alone. In fact, College historians have mixed views.
“I tend to throw things away more than I save
them,” Amy Lucadamo ’00 said, “but that’s only
because I know I can’t save everything.”
For the items she keeps, she does so for the
personal value they hold for her.
“Things like ticket stubs or other items, while
they might be neat to someone in the future, they
are important to me because of the experience they
represent. Once I’m gone, though, those items will
lose their meaning. You can’t necessarily transfer
that meaning to someone else.”
For Ian Isherwood ’00, it’s less about the
personal items and more about the personal stories.
“I had a grandfather who loved to tell me stories
of his own upbringing,” Isherwood recalled. “That’s
what got me first interested in family history. I’ve
lived the rest of my life with the knowledge that
however I live my life, no matter how mundane or
boring, what I do could still potentially have value
to some future historian, even if I don’t accomplish
much, even if the impact is incredibly localized.”
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College Connectors
The importance of creating context in a family
genealogy led to Prof. Timothy Shannon meeting
Sons of Anarchy star Katey Sagal. Producers for
TLC’s popular television program Who Do You
Think You Are? approached Shannon when they
learned that Sagal’s ancestor was a colonial settler
taken captive by Native Americans during the
French and Indian War.

Bob and Jim Kurtz, 1950

by Marco Dracopoli ’14 and his parents, Nic
Dracopoli P’14 and Diane Zorich P’14, who
asked that they be put to good use. Peirs was a
Dracopoli family forebear.
Isherwood and a team of students have been
sharing the letters on a website and via social
media—100 years to the day that they were written.
They add commentary and historical context to enrich
the interpretation of the letters.
In one example, a seemingly innocuous request
belies the hardships Peirs endured. The newly
minted officer wrote home, requesting a new coat
and boots as he transitioned to life in the trenches.
“I am sorry to worry you about this,” Peirs wrote
his father in early October 1915, “but it will be a great
blessing if I get them as I have lost my Burberry.”
What would not be understood without the
historical context, according to Isherwood, is how
desperate that request could have been. In the
trenches, Peirs would have encountered fall rains
turning the dirt to mud. In the hastily constructed
trenches, Peirs would have found himself taxed both
physically and psychologically.
These letters and Isherwood’s work with
Gettysburg College students underscore
the importance of knowing the biases and
unintentional modifications people make in their
recollection of events—whether from memory or in
contemporary accounts.
“You need to look at not only what they are
saying, but also who they are saying it to, when
20

Angela Walkden Levin ’72 and Jim Kurtz ’71,
Reunion 2016

they are saying it, and even what words they are
choosing to say it. Nobody has to write a letter, but
they do it because they want to convey something,”
Isherwood stated.
Peirs would write interesting bits of gossip and
everyday life to his sisters, discuss family business and
finances with his father, and reassurances to his mother
to downplay the violence and difficulties of trench life.
“Don’t worry about Snipers,” he wrote. “No one
is more anxious to avoid them than me, & they can’t
do much where we are going.”
Likewise, Kurtz found the dates of letters sent
between his father and mother to be revealing.
One telegram in particular confused Kurtz. It
bore a short message “Keep your chin up honey.
I love you always. Bob.” It was a thoughtful
sentiment, but a letter would have been less
expensive to send. Then Kurtz caught the date:
December 7, 1941. It was sent the day Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor.
While letters may not make up the bulk of
historical documents that are available to family
historians, they can often provide the liveliest
accounts. There are other records that can provide
glimpses of people and past events.
These range from census records, birth and death
certificates, and wedding announcements in local
newspapers to paystubs, passenger manifests, and
maybe even a signature in an immigration record.
“You won’t ever get a full picture of what
happened in the past, but you’ll get little snippets

In the College bookstore

and glimpses of it,” Isherwood said. “History, at its
core, is the act of trying to make meaning out of
those snippets.”
For Lucadamo, the research isn’t done until she is
confident she has found each of those snippets.
“I’m not done with my research until I’ve hit a
wall and can’t find anything else,” Lucadamo said.
“That’s not to say I won’t be able to navigate my
way around that wall in a few months. But when
you get that researching bug—whether it is for
your own family history or for another topic—it is
hard to stop.”
Kurtz has gone further than most people would,
and while it makes him wish he had asked more
questions of his mother and other relatives when
he could, it made him realize the importance of
documenting his own stories for future generations.
“I know this book is going to be passed on in
our family, and that is a pretty important legacy for
me to leave behind,” Kurtz said. “While I won’t have
my own green box to share with them, I’ll have this
book, and I plan on writing down everything that
I feel is important to share with them. Maybe we’ll
even do one of our own interviews.”
“The most important thing I hope to have
conveyed to my children and to anyone else who
reads my story is the importance of asking questions.
Don’t be complacent; don’t stop when there is a little
bit more of a path to follow.”
—Kasey Varner '14

“We went through the documents related
to her story, and I provided the context on
the French and Indian War—explaining the
places, people, and events referenced in the
sources,” Shannon, history department chair,
explained. “She had an ancestor who was part
of the Mennonite migration to Pennsylvania, so
I helped her understand what that means, what
their motives were for moving to the colonies
and to Pennsylvania in particular. We discussed
why Native Americans were attacking frontier
homesteads and the physical trials this family
went through as a result of their captivity.
“Cultivating personal connections to history
helps us understand what those events were really
like,” Shannon stated. “The personal stories make
the larger historical events seem more real.”

Prof. Timothy Shannon
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A timely

Interlude
Celebrating 10 years,
The Sunderman Conservatory looks ahead

22

“

Our culture has changed—over decades, over generations, but

especially since the 1960s. We’re now more informal than we used to
be, more spontaneous, more widely creative, and far more diverse,” said
renowned music writer, teacher, and consultant Greg Sandow. “That’s not
good for classical music, an art form that features musicians in formal dress
[performing] masterworks from centuries past over and over.”
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Sandow was keynote speaker
at the Sunderman Conservatory
of Music’s 10th Anniversary
Symposium, which looked for
new direction amid the shifting
demographics, tanking ticket sales,
and disappearance of the classical
canon impacting the music
community today.
So when the cornerstone of
music conservatories is the classical
tradition, and that tradition no
longer resonates with audiences as
it once did, what do you do?
Distinguished visiting
panelists from the Peabody
Institute, Lawrence University,
and the Imani Winds alike
crusaded for music education to
evolve with the times. If you’re on
the Sunderman faculty, you adapt.
You expand the musical canon.
You find new ways to connect the
music and the musicians.
“As in any other field,
musicians must learn the
fundamentals of their discipline—
its history, its structure, and its
application, and this includes the
canon of classical music,” said Prof.
Susan Hochmiller, coordinator of
vocal studies and opera workshop
director at Sunderman.
“But in today’s evolving musical
landscape, the most successful
musicians are not only excellent
performers. They have also
gained important critical thinking,
writing, communication, and
entrepreneurial skills. This is what
Sunderman Conservatory students
are uniquely equipped to do.”
Studying at Gettysburg
College enables students to think
beyond the notes, to more fully
appreciate an artist’s inspirations
and struggles, and to make
connections across musical genres
and fields of study.
In short, it’s a marriage of
the music conservatory and the
liberal arts.
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This means expanding the
curriculum beyond a European
classical core of Frédéric Chopin
and Johannes Brahms, and
incorporating lessons on the folkrock of Bob Dylan, the reggae
of Bob Marley, and the hip-hop
of Public Enemy—and, more
importantly, the contemporary
social and political movements
their music represents.
“No kind of music is separate
from its cultural background,”
said Prof. Paul Austerlitz, an
ethnomusicologist and AfroCaribbean music scholar at
Sunderman. “I want our students to
understand music as an expression
of their spirituality, of their
personality, of their humanity.”
Prof. Brent Talbot agrees.
“In our music education program,
social justice is the foundation for
our work, and music is the medium
we use to enact the change we
would like to see in our world.”
Like Austerlitz, Talbot
promotes active citizenship
through the examination of
songs by artists like Kendrick
Lamar, Rage Against the Machine,
and Woody Guthrie. He asks
students to consider how these
protest songs have been used
and reappropriated in various
historical and cultural contexts.
For example, Woody
Guthrie’s “This Land is Your
Land” is a scathing rebuttal to
Irving Berlin’s portrayal of a Perfect
Union in “God Bless America.” Yet,
many of the original verses that
highlighted the injustices Guthrie
witnessed in his travels in the
1930s have since been eliminated
from the piece we sing in schools
today—leaving us with versions
that are watered down.
As coordinator of music
education at Sunderman,
Talbot also asks his students
to compose their own protest

“I want our
students to
understand music

as an expression

of their
spirituality, of
their personality,
of their
humanity.”
—Prof. Paul Austerlitz
songs. The exercise encourages
students to reflect upon political,
racial, and socioeconomic issues;
draw upon their own theoretical
and musical knowledge; and
ultimately team up with music
and non-music majors to pull off
an entertaining performance.
This interdisciplinary
engagement not only leads to
new passions for Sunderman
students, it also empowers them
to market their talents and
form meaningful partnerships
on campus, in the community,
and abroad. In turn, it ignites a
creative movement in spaces too
often void of artistic expression.
“As music teachers, our
job is to facilitate and make
connections across disciplines.
We can’t compartmentalize and
teach in a vacuum. Instead, we
need to bring into our musical
spaces the strengths and richness
found among all disciplines,”
said Talbot.

But if forming connections with
the outside world is the lifeblood of
developing 21st-century musicians
and educators of impact, it is
essential students fully recognize
their own musical identity.
That’s why for more than
two decades, Prof. Marta
Robertson has asked her
students to provide the “Music
of the Day” for her classes.
“Some pick a piece that
features their instrument, others
connect it back to the day’s
topic—my students love it. It’s
personal to them,” she said. “It
helps to expand everyone’s
musical palate, plus it gives me
a way to understand who my
students are and the culture that
they come from.”
Robertson doesn’t expect
her students to fall in love with
every selection—country being a
genre of particular contention—
but she hopes they can begin to
acknowledge their own biases and
learn to more fully appreciate the
music of others.
“It’s about finding belonging
for all kinds of music.”
And after a decade of
providing rigorous musical
training, that’s where Gettysburg
College’s Conservatory of Music is,
too: ready to add new voices, vary
its sound, and heighten its impact.
And ready to take its first
verse and bridge to the chorus.
“There are many motivations
for creating music today.
Sometimes, it’s about making a
personal statement, and other
times, it’s about connecting to
a greater social importance, but
sometimes, it’s really about
creating beauty—we should never
forget that,” said Kay Hoke,
Sunderman Conservatory director.
“When you see the way
our students are combining
majors—music with physics, with

psychology, with mathematics—
it’s intentional. We see it more
and more, a combining of passions.
Our students are really thinking
about shaping both a meaningful
career and a fulfilling life.
“I think this makes our
Conservatory a more interesting
place, a better place, a place where
we can learn from each other and
forge connections in a deeper way,
because of that diversity.”
—Michael Baker
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Stevens Run
or the turbulent

Tiber?
I

n her introductory archaeology course with Prof. Aubrey Baadsgaard,
English major Erica Haas ’16 was asked to trace the past of a historic
campus landmark. She shared her discoveries with Gettysburg magazine.

Gettysburg: What made you curious about the Tiber?
Haas: It is often unnoticed and as I began to study the campus, I found that
the twisting creek that runs mostly underground throughout the town of
Gettysburg and through the south of campus is called Stevens Run Creek
on the official campus map. I had never heard of anyone calling the stream
anything but the Tiber, and I wanted to know why.
Gettysburg: Where did you begin?

Haas: In Musselman Library’s Special Collections and College Archives.
I wanted to find out how far back the reference went. The archivist
suggested using the Pennsylvania College Monthly, the precursor to this
alumni magazine. I chose the oldest volume they had, and immediately
found a reference to the creek, dated May 1877: “The classic Tiber has
ceased it[s] turbulence.”
Gettysburg: Had you found the first reference?
Haas: I turned to looking at College histories and found The Pennsylvania
College Book 1832–1882, edited by Gettysburg College’s own Edward
Swoyer Breidenbaugh 1868. He published accounts of students’
memories from their years here. The class of 1852 credited themselves with
the creation of the now tantamount nickname, the Tiber.

26

Gettysburg: So how did we get from
Stevens Run to a river in Rome?
Haas: It seems the College had a very friendly
janitor, Mr. Peter Aughinbaugh, whom the class
of 1852 decided to prank by taking his prized
calf. Sadly, they accidently drowned it in the river.
The students were remorseful and paid for the
calf. One student, a Mr. [Henry] Spang, wrote a
poem that referenced the creek as the Tiber, after
the famous river in Italy where the legendary king
Tiberinus is said to have drowned.
Gettysburg: It is amazing that the name—
nickname, really—has continued by word
of mouth.
Haas: I have to admit, the story itself was a little
bleak. It was alarming to learn a prank gone wrong
is what secured the name, the Tiber, but it was
also exciting to learn that we have been keeping a
convention from 1852 alive.
Haas, from Mahwah, New Jersey, planned to pursue
a career in publishing after attending the Summer
Publishing Institute at New York University.
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Do
What students

Leaders in
the limelight

They came to gain leadership skills and were
paired with trained mentors eager to support
effective leaders. The 79 students who earned the
Gettysburg College Leadership Certificate in its
debut year represented a cross section of majors
and class years—and their interests and goals
were wide-ranging.
“It helped me adjust to Gettysburg College,
and I am really happy that I chose to get
involved…. I would recommend all first-year
students participate in it,” said Christina Noto
’19. Thirty-four of the students who completed
the program were first-years.
For Noto, it was all about working with a
personal leadership coach. In all, 59 coaches—
dedicated Gettysburg professors, administrators,
and staff members—helped students connect
their passions and career aspirations with campus
resources and opportunities. Noto’s mentor was
Vice President for College Life and Dean of
Students Julie Ramsey.
Students completed a final reflection on their
personal leadership journeys, and the best of the
best, as selected by their peers, were presented
at the program’s year-end showcase. Photos and
videos from the showcase are online.

An evening of

HONOR

The Eisenhower Institute, Lockheed Martin, and the
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation recognized
three Medal of Honor recipients at The Army and Navy
Club in Washington, D.C. The Medal of Honor is the highest
military decoration awarded by the U.S. Government.
Hosted by Richard H. Edwards ’78, executive vice
president for Lockheed Martin, the April event honored
three distinguished recipients: Lieutenant Commander

Thomas G. Kelley, First Lieutenant Brian Miles Thacker,
and Staff Sergeant Clinton L. Romesha.
“These things [Medals of Honor] aren’t given out when
something’s going right. A lot of stuff went wrong. And it’s
a heavy weight sometimes,” said Romesha.
The three honorees spoke with attendees, including
members of the Gettysburg College community, and
signed copies of Medal of Honor: Portraits of Valor Beyond
the Call of Duty. Photos and text from the recipients’
commendations are online.

What makes Gettysburg

Running for a cause
Former Bullets cross-country runner Sophie Kashurba
’15 was part of a six-person relay team that established
a world record for an important cause.
Kashurba participated in the Icebreaker Run to
raise awareness and support for those impacted by mental
illness. The team ran 22 miles per day for 24 straight
days—each—from Los Angeles to Mental Health
America’s annual conference in Alexandria,
Virginia, a total of 3,100 miles.
CNN and other media
followed their progress.
They stopped in
communities along the
way to talk about mental

health. Kashurba said she struggled with depression and selfharm in high school, and every member of the team has had
some type of mental health issue.
“If we can come out and say it’s okay to have
problems, it helps get the conversation started,” said
Kashurba, “and it helps people take the next steps to get
help and through recovery.
“This is the first time I’ve voiced these issues,” she
said. “I want to be someone some kid in junior high or
even college can look at and say, ‘Here is someone who
is not perfect and still struggles but has been able to do
something in her life.’”
One year out of college, Kashurba has been working
at RunningWorks in Charlotte, North Carolina. She leads
group runs with homeless individuals and children who are
aging out of foster care, using lessons and skills from running
to teach life skills.
The next stop for the
health sciences major and
classics minor is to pursue
her Doctor of Chiropractics
degree at the University of
Western States.

that makes a difference
28

www.gettysburg.edu/links • 29

Do
What students

Leaders in
the limelight

They came to gain leadership skills and were
paired with trained mentors eager to support
effective leaders. The 79 students who earned the
Gettysburg College Leadership Certificate in its
debut year represented a cross section of majors
and class years—and their interests and goals
were wide-ranging.
“It helped me adjust to Gettysburg College,
and I am really happy that I chose to get
involved…. I would recommend all first-year
students participate in it,” said Christina Noto
’19. Thirty-four of the students who completed
the program were first-years.
For Noto, it was all about working with a
personal leadership coach. In all, 59 coaches—
dedicated Gettysburg professors, administrators,
and staff members—helped students connect
their passions and career aspirations with campus
resources and opportunities. Noto’s mentor was
Vice President for College Life and Dean of
Students Julie Ramsey.
Students completed a final reflection on their
personal leadership journeys, and the best of the
best, as selected by their peers, were presented
at the program’s year-end showcase. Photos and
videos from the showcase are online.

An evening of

HONOR

The Eisenhower Institute, Lockheed Martin, and the
Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation recognized
three Medal of Honor recipients at The Army and Navy
Club in Washington, D.C. The Medal of Honor is the highest
military decoration awarded by the U.S. Government.
Hosted by Richard H. Edwards ’78, executive vice
president for Lockheed Martin, the April event honored
three distinguished recipients: Lieutenant Commander

Thomas G. Kelley, First Lieutenant Brian Miles Thacker,
and Staff Sergeant Clinton L. Romesha.
“These things [Medals of Honor] aren’t given out when
something’s going right. A lot of stuff went wrong. And it’s
a heavy weight sometimes,” said Romesha.
The three honorees spoke with attendees, including
members of the Gettysburg College community, and
signed copies of Medal of Honor: Portraits of Valor Beyond
the Call of Duty. Photos and text from the recipients’
commendations are online.

What makes Gettysburg

Running for a cause
Former Bullets cross-country runner Sophie Kashurba
’15 was part of a six-person relay team that established
a world record for an important cause.
Kashurba participated in the Icebreaker Run to
raise awareness and support for those impacted by mental
illness. The team ran 22 miles per day for 24 straight
days—each—from Los Angeles to Mental Health
America’s annual conference in Alexandria,
Virginia, a total of 3,100 miles.
CNN and other media
followed their progress.
They stopped in
communities along the
way to talk about mental

health. Kashurba said she struggled with depression and selfharm in high school, and every member of the team has had
some type of mental health issue.
“If we can come out and say it’s okay to have
problems, it helps get the conversation started,” said
Kashurba, “and it helps people take the next steps to get
help and through recovery.
“This is the first time I’ve voiced these issues,” she
said. “I want to be someone some kid in junior high or
even college can look at and say, ‘Here is someone who
is not perfect and still struggles but has been able to do
something in her life.’”
One year out of college, Kashurba has been working
at RunningWorks in Charlotte, North Carolina. She leads
group runs with homeless individuals and children who are
aging out of foster care, using lessons and skills from running
to teach life skills.
The next stop for the
health sciences major and
classics minor is to pursue
her Doctor of Chiropractics
degree at the University of
Western States.

that makes a difference
28

www.gettysburg.edu/links • 29

Class notes

ulletins

SAVE THE DATES

1939

SEPTEMBER 30
Hall of Athletic Honor Inductions

SEPTEMBER 30–OCTOBER 2
Homecoming Weekend
Cupola Society Celebration (October 1)
OCTOBER 22
Gettysburg Great Boston Weekend
Join President Riggs ’77 and others who love
the College for a weekend of celebration and
exploration in Boston, Massachusetts, and a special
evening at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum.

NEWS OF NOTE

SOAR
Special Outstanding Achievement Recognition
Chicago Club
NEW DIRECTORS
W. Kent Barnds ’92
Executive Vice President and Vice President
of Enrollment, Communications, & Planning for
Augustana College
David Radin ’65
Consultant, retired Communications Director of
Corning Consumer Products Co.
James Renner ’91
Vice President of Water & Power, Victaulic Company
Sarah Wendt ’90
Director of Major Gifts, Young Women’s
Leadership Network

For links related to Bulletins and other stories
in this issue, visit gettysburg.edu/links

30

1945

Dorothy Scheffer Hartlieb
5225 Wilson Lane, Apt. 4111
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
717-591-8434
dshartlieb@gmail.com

OCTOBER 28–30
Family Weekend

Phyllis Hicks Utterback Silent Leader Award:
Jim Vinson ’63

1944

1941

Legacy Admissions Experience

AWARDS
Bob Smith Alumni Club of the Year:
Boston/New England Club

John Zinn
201 W. Broadway
Gettysburg, PA 17325
717-334-2932
jbzjr@earthlink.net

’49, my brother Louis Scheffer ’50, and
Paul Britton ’51. Robert Huegli wrote to
me a year or so ago. I included information
that he sent to this magazine, but
unfortunately, it was too late. I did respond
to his message, but have not heard again.
With my move, I have lost a great many
things but luckily not my mind. Question:
Did anyone know Delight E. Breidegan?
He was five years younger than we are.
How did this happen? I would appreciate
a few messages or else the column will be
silent again.

Glenn Rudisill
14505 Greenpoint Lane
Huntersville, NC 28078
drgrudisill@carolina.rr.com

Honor a Gettysburgian
Which alumni inspire you? Which Gettysburgians
most exemplify the qualities of service, leadership, and
achievement? Who embodies that which is Gettysburg
Great? The Alumni Association is seeking your help
in identifying nominees for its highest honors, the
Distinguished Alumni Awards, and the awards for
Meritorious Service and Young Alumni Achievement (in
career and service). Nominations are due November 11.
Complete the online form or contact alumni@gettysburg.
edu or 717-337-6518.
Seeking nominations for Alumni Board of Directors
Alumni Board directors share a close connection to the
College and provide leadership and representation for all
alumni. Forward nominations to Susan Eicholtz Pyron ’83
at spyron@gettysburg.edu or 717-337-6542.
Honorary Degree Candidates
Now through September 30, the Office of the Provost
is accepting nominations for honorary degrees to be
awarded at Commencement 2018. Recipients of the
College’s highest honor may be artists, scholars, clergy,
humanitarians, and other distinguished leaders. The
nomination form and guidelines are available online.
Nominations and questions can be directed to Maureen
Forrestal at honorarydegreenominations@gettysburg.edu
or 717-337-6835.

After a hiatus of a year or so I will come
out of the woodwork and let you know that
I have moved to a retirement home—a hop,
skip, and jump from my home of over 40
years. So, check my new address, phone
number, and email. Only by phone calls
do I keep track of Peg Harvey Gross in
Concord, NH, who still drives and has three
children nearby, as well as grandchildren.
Ruth Haverstick Johnson is happy in
the Masonic Village, Elizabethtown, PA,
with family close. Jean Keefer stays busy
in Mechanicsburg, and I occasionally see
her. My life revolves around bridge, book
group, movie group, and my only exercise
is chair yoga. In that class are three other
Gettysburgians: Rosann Wohlfarth Seidel

Charlotte Rehmeyer Odell
P.O. Box 5255
Oak Ridge, TN 37831
865-481-2594
931-456-2724

1946

Connie Douglas Wiemann
1117 Devonshire Way
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418-6863
561-622-5790
News arrived of George Shepard who lives
in Hobe Sound, FL, with his wife of 70 years.
They celebrated their 90th birthdays in the
spring and planned to see their two sons.
One son lives in OR and the other in NJ. I
hope it all works out. Congratulations!
If anyone is interested in taking over the
class correspondent position, please
contact Joe Lynch ’85 at jlynch@
gettysburg.edu or 717-337-6522.

1949

Jane Heilman Doyle
10221 Cabery Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042-1605
410-465-7134
Our classmate, W. Newlin Hewson, called
me in Feb. to say he has retired to Knollwood
Military Officers’ Home in Washington, D.C.
Newlin was a commended WWII veteran
and was, and still is, into athletics and
fitness. He currently teaches yoga classes
at the retirement home. As a younger man,
he was into race walking and running.
Newlin won seven national and international
championships, and he has also written
a book, Health and Fitness for Seniors.
Congratulations, Bill Hewson! I also received
a call from Dorothy Hamme, who still lives
in Fresno, CA. I was so glad to hear from her
and to learn that her two grandsons are in
different parts of the world—one in London
and the other in Japan. Dottie herself had a
lovely cruise, “around the Horn” in 2013. As
I do, she still paints in several mediums and
belongs to the Alliance of California Artists.
Dottie enters contests and sells some of
her work, which can run into the hundreds.
Congratulations, Dottie, and keep on painting.
On a sad note, our dear Ruth Hoops
Sachs Allison died on Feb. 20. Ruth was
very active through her College years and
married Gettysburg’s famous football star,
Ross Sachs ’50, who went on to become
football coach at several well-known
colleges. After his death, Ruth married
Richard Allison ’48. She will be missed.

Send news!
Have something special
to share? We want to
hear from you. Contact
your class correspondent
by these deadlines:

Winter issue, Oct. 15
Spring issue, Jan. 15
Fall issue, June 15
Class notes editor
Devan Grote White ’11
devan.g.white@gmail.com
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1950

Ruthe Fortenbaugh Craley
Country Meadows/Shiloh
1900 Trolley Road, Apt. 308
York, PA 17408
717-801-0048
ruthecraley@gmail.com

1951

Lou Hammann
1350 Evergreen Way
Orrtanna, PA 17353
717-334-4488
lhammann@gettysburg.edu
I attended the 65th Reunion for our class
in June, but most attendees from 1951
were folks that live locally other than
Phyllis Christ Hesser who traveled from
Pine Grove, PA. Ann Fenimore also called
to notify me of the passing of her husband
H. Haines Fenimore on Feb. 24. Haines
was a member of ATO and is buried in the
Sarasota National Cemetery in FL.

1952

65th Reunion Year
Margaret Blanchard Curtis
1075 Old Harrisburg Road, #144
Gettysburg, PA 17325
717-334-1041
mbcurtis@embarqmail.com
Two class notes arrived—one telling of the
Plank family history and the other an obituary.
Please send your latest news for the next
column. A note from Alice Plank Bushey
told about her two granddaughters carrying
on the Plank history at Gettysburg College.
The first, Allison Bushey, graduated in 2009.
Alexa Bushey just finished her first year, is
on the soccer team, and was featured in an
article in the Gettysburg Times last fall. All of
this tells us that three generations of Planks
graduated from Gettysburg College: father,
Wilbur Plank ’26; mother, Frances Tawney
Plank ’27; Alice ’52; Allison ’09; and Alexa
’19. Anna Harford wrote that her husband,
John Harford, died in Oct. 2015. John
attended Penn State, but graduated from
Gettysburg College. He served with the U.S.
Navy during WWII, serving in the European
Theater. He worked for the Pennsville (NJ)
School District and at Pennsville Memorial
High School. John was a football coach,
wrestling coach, and was admitted to both
the South Jersey Wrestling Hall of Fame and
the National Wrestling Hall of Fame. He also
taught in Boiling Springs and Wyalusing, PA.
In addition to his wife, John is survived by
one son, two daughters, six grandchildren,
and three great-grandchildren. Have a great
fall, and please write!
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1953

The College Board of Trustees presented
the Lavern H. Brenneman Award For
Exemplary Service to Gettysburg College
to Trustee Emeritus James R. Thomas, at
Commencement.

program, and, best of all, spent two evenings
having dinner with Carolyn Rumbaugh
Bargeron and her husband, John.
Wonderful food and the best conversation.”
About those dinners with Audrey, Carolyn
sent the following poetic pondering: “… As I
digested a really good meal, I began to glibly
question, ‘Did I go to see Audrey or did I go
for the food? To think on this conundrum is
really quite rude. Let’s just say that they both
lived up to their billing. Next time J.A. calls
me, like Dickens, I’ll say ‘Barkis is willing.’”

1954

1955

Barbara Slothower King
6131 Greenbriar Lane
Fayetteville, PA 17222
717-352-7363
barbara2731@comcast.net

Helen-Ann Souder Comstock
One Independence Place
Philadelphia, PA 19106
hcomstock@earthlink.net
I am sorry to report that Nancy Penniman
Young’s husband of more than 60 years,
David, died on Feb. 25. Dave was a graduate
of Mercersburg Academy and Penn State,
with a career in marketing and advertising.
He was known for his keen wit and laidback personality. His memorial celebration
was held in July at their home in ME. Our
condolences go to Nancy and her family.
Henry “Hank” Lush writes that he and
Jean Wolfe Lush ’57 continue to be busy in
their “cabin” in the mountains, with regular
visits from deer and bear. From the cabin,
Hank continues his work as the National
Weather Service observer for his area—his
49th year as an observer! He reports
that in Apr., the Antekes held their spring
meeting in Gettysburg and had a very nice
reunion with a luncheon in “Old Dorm,” now
Pennsylvania Hall, the College administrative
building. Hank and Jean also are very active
in their church and community organizations,
especially the Galeton Foundation. This past
year, the foundation awarded an $8,000
scholarship to every graduating senior from
Galeton. Good work! Congratulations to John
Stewart ’57, widower of Carol Cheatham.
From his home in Spain, John writes that
he has married a woman from Moscow. The
new couple will alternate between John’s
home in Spain in the winter and his home
in NY in the summer. Our best wishes to
John and his bride. J. Audrey Rawlings
Wennblom has traveled from coast to
coast. In May, she flew to CA to attend her
step-grandson’s graduation and then on to
San Francisco to visit with British friends
and to see the new Apple store. Before
that, she flew to Washington, D.C., where
she “dropped in to see the splendid new
headquarters of The Washington Post,
braved pouring rain to visit the National
Gallery of Art with a friend who works there,
headed over to the Kennedy Center to hear
the National Symphony in an all-Russian

Rev. Joseph Molnar
4190 Park Place
Bethlehem, PA 18020
610-814-2360
joelaine1958@gmail.com
More than 30 Gettysburg alumni in the
Lehigh Valley attended an Iron Pigs AAA
baseball game in Allentown in mid-June.
Some of us left by the eighth inning when
the Phillies farm team was behind by five
runs. We should have stayed to the end,
because the Pigs rallied in the ninth and won
that game! We trust we will see some of our
class at Homecoming Sept. 30—Oct.1. A
College Choir segment will be included, and
we hope to see some of the warblers return
for that gala event. Make reservations soon
at the motel of your choice if you’re planning
to attend. We heard from Phyllis Berger
Byrne, who informed us that her husband
John Byrne ’53 passed away in Nov. They
were married shortly after her graduation and
his U.S. Army enlistment and spent several
years in Germany. They celebrated 60 years
of marriage, quite a milestone these days.
Despite the not-so-good news, Phyllis is
able to say: “We all made great memories
at Gettysburg, didn’t we?” She has gathered
Forgotten Stories of North Wales [PA] in
book form, due to be published shortly. Her
daughter Susan resides in Hamilton, MA, and
is associate director of athletics at Harvard.
Her son John and, (wife,) Genevieve, with
daughters Rachel and Jamie, live in the
Bethlehem, PA, area. He is associate director
of athletics and coach of the girls’ softball
team at Moravian College.

1956

Georgiana Borneman Sibert
729 Hilltop Lane
Hershey, PA 17033-2924
717-533-5396
bandgsib@verizon.net
Wow! It has been 60 years since we
graduated from Gettysburg! It doesn’t seem
possible! The 60th Reunion went very well.
I was sorry more of our classmates were

unable to attend for whatever reason, but
those who were there send their greetings
and best wishes! Ralph Werley sent me
a nice letter beforehand noting that he
would not be able to attend due to family
obligations. He needed to be present at
a high school graduation for his youngest
grandson, a college (UCLA) graduation for
another grandson, and a wedding in northern
CA of a granddaughter who is a lawyer and
graduate of Harvard Law School. He also
has a granddaughter attending San Marcos
State U who was named top woman athlete
in San Diego County for the month of Mar.
Needless to say, Ralph is being kept busy
with many activities as his grandchildren are
long-distance runners and compete in many
races. Thanks, Ralph, for your nice newsy
letter! We missed you. At our reunion dinner
at the Inn at Herr Ridge, admission included
writing in the Class of ’56 notebook, so we
would have information for this column!
Hopefully more of you will consider writing,
calling, or emailing to be included in news
for future editions! Tom Brower tells us
that he is a great-grandfather of three greatgranddaughters. He is married to his high
school sweetheart for over 60 years and
loves it. He has six grandchildren; all are
college graduates, but none from Gettysburg.
Tom is grateful for a fine College education
at Gettysburg and sends greetings to all!
Gretchen Parkinson Stuempfle probably
had the shortest distance to come as she
still lives in Gettysburg in the house they
built in 1963 when her husband came to the
Seminary as a professor. Her two sons are in
IN and NC, but her daughter is an associate
provost here at Gettysburg College.
Gretchen loves living in town where there
are many opportunities and things to do.
William Morow and his wife Delores live in
Woodbury, NJ, but spend time in the winter
in Myrtle Beach, SC, and the summers in
Ocean City, NJ. He has wonderful memories
of his time at Gettysburg and enjoyed visiting
with fellow alumni. Louise Catalano
Tarman still lives in State College, PA. I
was sorry to hear that her husband is in a
dementia facility, but doing as well as can
be expected. She was glad to be back for
our 60th and enjoyed being with friends and
sharing great memories. Stay tuned for more
bits and pieces from the 60th Reunion in
future issues. In the meantime, let me hear
from you about your grandchildren, activities,
travel, hobbies, etc.

1957

60th Reunion Year
Don Helfrich
7 Jeannes Way
Forestdale, MA 02644
508-539-4280
PBHDRH@comcast.net
I recently received a call from Robert
Sickle, our former post-graduation class
president. Over the years, he has kept in
close personal touch with Terry Wagner,
our College class president. Sadly, the
reason for their special bonding and shared
commiseration was that both their wives
struggled with the affliction of dementia,
Alzheimer’s type. Robert wished to report
that Terry’s wife, Thelma, died this past Apr.
She bore the illness for nine years. Thelma
and Terry moved to FL 26 years ago, upon
Terry’s retirement from the headquarters
of the Bell Telephone Company in
Philadelphia, PA. They were married
59 years and had three sons and one
grandson. We send our sympathy to Terry
and his family. Robert’s wife is presently
receiving hospice care in northern NJ.
Stewart Carswell, the most frequent and
faithful contributor to this column, tells of
two more awards he received. One was the
“Tasty Choice Ribbon” at the Keene [NH]
Senior Center for his “New England Lobster
Puffs.” He did the cooking; his daughter did
the serving. The second award was “First
Prize–Historical Award” for his dramatic
original painting, titled Moment Before
Rockslide, recalling that 13 years ago the
iconic NH symbol, “The Old Man of the
Mountain,” was lost forever in a rockslide
cascade. Stewart sends greetings to all and
is looking to see all classmates next May at
our Reunion. The Downstate NY Chapter
of The National Wrestling Hall of Fame
has nominated Jerry Harrell to receive
its “Lifetime Service to Wrestling” award. A
banquet in his honor was held this past Apr.
In College, Jerry won the 167-pound class
in the Middle Atlantic Championship. As an
educator and coach, he developed wrestling
programs at Udall Junior High School in
West Islip, the Hofstra College Wrestling
teams, Port Jefferson Station School
District, and Saint Anthony’s in Smithtown.
It was at this latter school’s program that
Jerry stayed the longest. There, his work
resulted in 25 Catholic School State
Championships, 54 Catholic High School
Athletic Association State Place winners,
41 Catholic League Champions, 74 league
place winners, and two Catholic League
State Championship teams. Today, as
a result of Jerry’s coaching skills, Saint
Anthony’s wrestling team continues to enjoy

great success. Carolyn Clausen ’58 and
Jerry have been married for 59 years. Costa
Rica resident Charles Moyer eagerly
awaits and has plans to attend our 60th
Reunion in May 2017.

1958

Janet Bikle Hoenniger Davis
407 Chamonix Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22405
540-371-1045
Janhoen@verizon.net
Thank you to those who answered the call
to action in your 80th year. Jan Petrillo
Russell-Sienesi, who has lived the last 57
years in England, gave an open invitation
to Gettysburg alumni to stop by; the only
requirement is to wear orange and blue, so
she can identify you! They are a short train
ride south of London, and the weather is
great in the summer, if it’s not raining. She
reminds us that 80 is just a number and so
is her increasing golf handicap. We have
another invitation to anyone traveling to
Penn State; Bob ’56 and Cokie Mashetzki
Rohrbaugh live near there and welcome
Gettysburgians. She wrote of the passing
of Gunda Brakas, who was originally
from Denmark and was one of the Buehler
girls—being Cokie’s roomie for 2 years.
Gunda went on to teach dental hygiene at
Columbia U. Cokie and Bob enjoy traveling,
having spent three glorious weeks in St.
John, U.S. Virgin Islands last, Feb. She still
occasionally tunes a piano and officially
retired after over 30 years volunteering at
the food bank, but I’m sure they still call
on her. Someone we haven’t heard from in
over 50 years is Earl Mit Guss. He said
the Army changed his name from Mit to
Earl. He and Judy Keyes Guss-Nelson ’60
moved from Philadelphia to Billings, MT, in
1970 having married in ’61 and divorced in
’81. Their three children—Andrea, Erick, and
Kirsten—graduated from Cody High School
and went on to higher education. Kirsten
graduated from Gettysburg in 1989, teaches
biology at Dickinson, and is currently
department chair. Judy has endowed the
Judy Guss-Nelson Scholarship Fund at
Gettysburg. Earl sent me a really interesting
article from the Billings Gazette highlighting
his 80th birthday party and fundraiser for
the Yellowstone River Parks Association
(YRPA), a nonprofit Earl helped found
in 1991. A 15-acre park is named in his
honor. Earl stated that YRPA has met every
week since Sept. 1991, has no debt, no
employees, and work on all volunteers with
a triple-net-worth of $3 to 5 million, mostly
donated land. The picture and article are
dated Apr. 5, so look it up. (We’re Internet
savvy, right?) He ended by saying, “We are
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1950

Ruthe Fortenbaugh Craley
Country Meadows/Shiloh
1900 Trolley Road, Apt. 308
York, PA 17408
717-801-0048
ruthecraley@gmail.com

1951

Lou Hammann
1350 Evergreen Way
Orrtanna, PA 17353
717-334-4488
lhammann@gettysburg.edu
I attended the 65th Reunion for our class
in June, but most attendees from 1951
were folks that live locally other than
Phyllis Christ Hesser who traveled from
Pine Grove, PA. Ann Fenimore also called
to notify me of the passing of her husband
H. Haines Fenimore on Feb. 24. Haines
was a member of ATO and is buried in the
Sarasota National Cemetery in FL.

1952

65th Reunion Year
Margaret Blanchard Curtis
1075 Old Harrisburg Road, #144
Gettysburg, PA 17325
717-334-1041
mbcurtis@embarqmail.com
Two class notes arrived—one telling of the
Plank family history and the other an obituary.
Please send your latest news for the next
column. A note from Alice Plank Bushey
told about her two granddaughters carrying
on the Plank history at Gettysburg College.
The first, Allison Bushey, graduated in 2009.
Alexa Bushey just finished her first year, is
on the soccer team, and was featured in an
article in the Gettysburg Times last fall. All of
this tells us that three generations of Planks
graduated from Gettysburg College: father,
Wilbur Plank ’26; mother, Frances Tawney
Plank ’27; Alice ’52; Allison ’09; and Alexa
’19. Anna Harford wrote that her husband,
John Harford, died in Oct. 2015. John
attended Penn State, but graduated from
Gettysburg College. He served with the U.S.
Navy during WWII, serving in the European
Theater. He worked for the Pennsville (NJ)
School District and at Pennsville Memorial
High School. John was a football coach,
wrestling coach, and was admitted to both
the South Jersey Wrestling Hall of Fame and
the National Wrestling Hall of Fame. He also
taught in Boiling Springs and Wyalusing, PA.
In addition to his wife, John is survived by
one son, two daughters, six grandchildren,
and three great-grandchildren. Have a great
fall, and please write!
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1953

The College Board of Trustees presented
the Lavern H. Brenneman Award For
Exemplary Service to Gettysburg College
to Trustee Emeritus James R. Thomas, at
Commencement.

program, and, best of all, spent two evenings
having dinner with Carolyn Rumbaugh
Bargeron and her husband, John.
Wonderful food and the best conversation.”
About those dinners with Audrey, Carolyn
sent the following poetic pondering: “… As I
digested a really good meal, I began to glibly
question, ‘Did I go to see Audrey or did I go
for the food? To think on this conundrum is
really quite rude. Let’s just say that they both
lived up to their billing. Next time J.A. calls
me, like Dickens, I’ll say ‘Barkis is willing.’”

1954

1955

Barbara Slothower King
6131 Greenbriar Lane
Fayetteville, PA 17222
717-352-7363
barbara2731@comcast.net

Helen-Ann Souder Comstock
One Independence Place
Philadelphia, PA 19106
hcomstock@earthlink.net
I am sorry to report that Nancy Penniman
Young’s husband of more than 60 years,
David, died on Feb. 25. Dave was a graduate
of Mercersburg Academy and Penn State,
with a career in marketing and advertising.
He was known for his keen wit and laidback personality. His memorial celebration
was held in July at their home in ME. Our
condolences go to Nancy and her family.
Henry “Hank” Lush writes that he and
Jean Wolfe Lush ’57 continue to be busy in
their “cabin” in the mountains, with regular
visits from deer and bear. From the cabin,
Hank continues his work as the National
Weather Service observer for his area—his
49th year as an observer! He reports
that in Apr., the Antekes held their spring
meeting in Gettysburg and had a very nice
reunion with a luncheon in “Old Dorm,” now
Pennsylvania Hall, the College administrative
building. Hank and Jean also are very active
in their church and community organizations,
especially the Galeton Foundation. This past
year, the foundation awarded an $8,000
scholarship to every graduating senior from
Galeton. Good work! Congratulations to John
Stewart ’57, widower of Carol Cheatham.
From his home in Spain, John writes that
he has married a woman from Moscow. The
new couple will alternate between John’s
home in Spain in the winter and his home
in NY in the summer. Our best wishes to
John and his bride. J. Audrey Rawlings
Wennblom has traveled from coast to
coast. In May, she flew to CA to attend her
step-grandson’s graduation and then on to
San Francisco to visit with British friends
and to see the new Apple store. Before
that, she flew to Washington, D.C., where
she “dropped in to see the splendid new
headquarters of The Washington Post,
braved pouring rain to visit the National
Gallery of Art with a friend who works there,
headed over to the Kennedy Center to hear
the National Symphony in an all-Russian

Rev. Joseph Molnar
4190 Park Place
Bethlehem, PA 18020
610-814-2360
joelaine1958@gmail.com
More than 30 Gettysburg alumni in the
Lehigh Valley attended an Iron Pigs AAA
baseball game in Allentown in mid-June.
Some of us left by the eighth inning when
the Phillies farm team was behind by five
runs. We should have stayed to the end,
because the Pigs rallied in the ninth and won
that game! We trust we will see some of our
class at Homecoming Sept. 30—Oct.1. A
College Choir segment will be included, and
we hope to see some of the warblers return
for that gala event. Make reservations soon
at the motel of your choice if you’re planning
to attend. We heard from Phyllis Berger
Byrne, who informed us that her husband
John Byrne ’53 passed away in Nov. They
were married shortly after her graduation and
his U.S. Army enlistment and spent several
years in Germany. They celebrated 60 years
of marriage, quite a milestone these days.
Despite the not-so-good news, Phyllis is
able to say: “We all made great memories
at Gettysburg, didn’t we?” She has gathered
Forgotten Stories of North Wales [PA] in
book form, due to be published shortly. Her
daughter Susan resides in Hamilton, MA, and
is associate director of athletics at Harvard.
Her son John and, (wife,) Genevieve, with
daughters Rachel and Jamie, live in the
Bethlehem, PA, area. He is associate director
of athletics and coach of the girls’ softball
team at Moravian College.

1956

Georgiana Borneman Sibert
729 Hilltop Lane
Hershey, PA 17033-2924
717-533-5396
bandgsib@verizon.net
Wow! It has been 60 years since we
graduated from Gettysburg! It doesn’t seem
possible! The 60th Reunion went very well.
I was sorry more of our classmates were

unable to attend for whatever reason, but
those who were there send their greetings
and best wishes! Ralph Werley sent me
a nice letter beforehand noting that he
would not be able to attend due to family
obligations. He needed to be present at
a high school graduation for his youngest
grandson, a college (UCLA) graduation for
another grandson, and a wedding in northern
CA of a granddaughter who is a lawyer and
graduate of Harvard Law School. He also
has a granddaughter attending San Marcos
State U who was named top woman athlete
in San Diego County for the month of Mar.
Needless to say, Ralph is being kept busy
with many activities as his grandchildren are
long-distance runners and compete in many
races. Thanks, Ralph, for your nice newsy
letter! We missed you. At our reunion dinner
at the Inn at Herr Ridge, admission included
writing in the Class of ’56 notebook, so we
would have information for this column!
Hopefully more of you will consider writing,
calling, or emailing to be included in news
for future editions! Tom Brower tells us
that he is a great-grandfather of three greatgranddaughters. He is married to his high
school sweetheart for over 60 years and
loves it. He has six grandchildren; all are
college graduates, but none from Gettysburg.
Tom is grateful for a fine College education
at Gettysburg and sends greetings to all!
Gretchen Parkinson Stuempfle probably
had the shortest distance to come as she
still lives in Gettysburg in the house they
built in 1963 when her husband came to the
Seminary as a professor. Her two sons are in
IN and NC, but her daughter is an associate
provost here at Gettysburg College.
Gretchen loves living in town where there
are many opportunities and things to do.
William Morow and his wife Delores live in
Woodbury, NJ, but spend time in the winter
in Myrtle Beach, SC, and the summers in
Ocean City, NJ. He has wonderful memories
of his time at Gettysburg and enjoyed visiting
with fellow alumni. Louise Catalano
Tarman still lives in State College, PA. I
was sorry to hear that her husband is in a
dementia facility, but doing as well as can
be expected. She was glad to be back for
our 60th and enjoyed being with friends and
sharing great memories. Stay tuned for more
bits and pieces from the 60th Reunion in
future issues. In the meantime, let me hear
from you about your grandchildren, activities,
travel, hobbies, etc.

1957

60th Reunion Year
Don Helfrich
7 Jeannes Way
Forestdale, MA 02644
508-539-4280
PBHDRH@comcast.net
I recently received a call from Robert
Sickle, our former post-graduation class
president. Over the years, he has kept in
close personal touch with Terry Wagner,
our College class president. Sadly, the
reason for their special bonding and shared
commiseration was that both their wives
struggled with the affliction of dementia,
Alzheimer’s type. Robert wished to report
that Terry’s wife, Thelma, died this past Apr.
She bore the illness for nine years. Thelma
and Terry moved to FL 26 years ago, upon
Terry’s retirement from the headquarters
of the Bell Telephone Company in
Philadelphia, PA. They were married
59 years and had three sons and one
grandson. We send our sympathy to Terry
and his family. Robert’s wife is presently
receiving hospice care in northern NJ.
Stewart Carswell, the most frequent and
faithful contributor to this column, tells of
two more awards he received. One was the
“Tasty Choice Ribbon” at the Keene [NH]
Senior Center for his “New England Lobster
Puffs.” He did the cooking; his daughter did
the serving. The second award was “First
Prize–Historical Award” for his dramatic
original painting, titled Moment Before
Rockslide, recalling that 13 years ago the
iconic NH symbol, “The Old Man of the
Mountain,” was lost forever in a rockslide
cascade. Stewart sends greetings to all and
is looking to see all classmates next May at
our Reunion. The Downstate NY Chapter
of The National Wrestling Hall of Fame
has nominated Jerry Harrell to receive
its “Lifetime Service to Wrestling” award. A
banquet in his honor was held this past Apr.
In College, Jerry won the 167-pound class
in the Middle Atlantic Championship. As an
educator and coach, he developed wrestling
programs at Udall Junior High School in
West Islip, the Hofstra College Wrestling
teams, Port Jefferson Station School
District, and Saint Anthony’s in Smithtown.
It was at this latter school’s program that
Jerry stayed the longest. There, his work
resulted in 25 Catholic School State
Championships, 54 Catholic High School
Athletic Association State Place winners,
41 Catholic League Champions, 74 league
place winners, and two Catholic League
State Championship teams. Today, as
a result of Jerry’s coaching skills, Saint
Anthony’s wrestling team continues to enjoy

great success. Carolyn Clausen ’58 and
Jerry have been married for 59 years. Costa
Rica resident Charles Moyer eagerly
awaits and has plans to attend our 60th
Reunion in May 2017.

1958

Janet Bikle Hoenniger Davis
407 Chamonix Drive
Fredericksburg, VA 22405
540-371-1045
Janhoen@verizon.net
Thank you to those who answered the call
to action in your 80th year. Jan Petrillo
Russell-Sienesi, who has lived the last 57
years in England, gave an open invitation
to Gettysburg alumni to stop by; the only
requirement is to wear orange and blue, so
she can identify you! They are a short train
ride south of London, and the weather is
great in the summer, if it’s not raining. She
reminds us that 80 is just a number and so
is her increasing golf handicap. We have
another invitation to anyone traveling to
Penn State; Bob ’56 and Cokie Mashetzki
Rohrbaugh live near there and welcome
Gettysburgians. She wrote of the passing
of Gunda Brakas, who was originally
from Denmark and was one of the Buehler
girls—being Cokie’s roomie for 2 years.
Gunda went on to teach dental hygiene at
Columbia U. Cokie and Bob enjoy traveling,
having spent three glorious weeks in St.
John, U.S. Virgin Islands last, Feb. She still
occasionally tunes a piano and officially
retired after over 30 years volunteering at
the food bank, but I’m sure they still call
on her. Someone we haven’t heard from in
over 50 years is Earl Mit Guss. He said
the Army changed his name from Mit to
Earl. He and Judy Keyes Guss-Nelson ’60
moved from Philadelphia to Billings, MT, in
1970 having married in ’61 and divorced in
’81. Their three children—Andrea, Erick, and
Kirsten—graduated from Cody High School
and went on to higher education. Kirsten
graduated from Gettysburg in 1989, teaches
biology at Dickinson, and is currently
department chair. Judy has endowed the
Judy Guss-Nelson Scholarship Fund at
Gettysburg. Earl sent me a really interesting
article from the Billings Gazette highlighting
his 80th birthday party and fundraiser for
the Yellowstone River Parks Association
(YRPA), a nonprofit Earl helped found
in 1991. A 15-acre park is named in his
honor. Earl stated that YRPA has met every
week since Sept. 1991, has no debt, no
employees, and work on all volunteers with
a triple-net-worth of $3 to 5 million, mostly
donated land. The picture and article are
dated Apr. 5, so look it up. (We’re Internet
savvy, right?) He ended by saying, “We are
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very fun and very successful.” Bob Barkley,
who spends Jan. and Feb. in Hilton Head,
where they see Jack ’57 and Carol Bream,
had exciting news that his grandson,
Spencer Strider, in Knoxville, TN, was
selected as a pitcher for the High School
Baseball All-American team. He included
information for baseball fans—he has an
ERA under 1:00, has been clocked at 93
mph, and was his district’s pitcher of the year
in 2015. Rich Brunner sent a great picture
of Bruce and Jane Aslaksen with Bruce
in a Gettysburg shirt and cap celebrating
his 80th. They live in Oro Valley, AZ. Bruce
was Rich’s roommate in the ‘barracks,’ both
pledged ATO, and were the last ATO pledge
class initiated at the fraternity house on S.
Washington St. Thanks to all, and Happy
Birthdays.

1959

Carol Reed Hamilton
60 Strand Circle
Cromwell, CT 06416
860-613-2441
bandchamilton@gmail.com
Reiny Ludin sent along the following
news—some good, some not so good.
Ron Venturini died in Apr. Ron served
as a pilot in the U.S. Air Force for over 20
years, retiring as a lieutenant colonel. Our
sympathy goes to Ron’s family and friends.
Reiny also sent the following after a Phi
Psi gathering. A number of Phi Psi’s from
the Class of ’59 and other classes got
together for their annual dinner in Punta
Gorda, FL, this past Mar. After a few adult
beverages and dinner, they retired to
the porch for a few songs and fraternity
cheers, much to the delight of the other
diners. The highlight of the evening was
the annual (complete with choreography)
rendition of “Casey at the Bat” by resident
poet laureate, John Montgomery.
Those attending were Walt and Marsha
Melnick, Reiny and Carol Hoy Ludin,
Jim and Marilyn Flood, and Jeff and Julie
Dobson. As usual, a great time was had
by all. Bruce and I look forward to a trip to
Greece in Sept. and are delighted that one
of my freshman year roommates, Ellen
Buchanan Wilcox, will be joining us.
Since Ellen is a FL resident, her visits are
few and far between. As always, send me
some news of what your retirement years
are like—where you are traveling and what
classmates you contact.
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1960

Pat Carr Layton
301 Powell Avenue
Salisbury, MD 21081
410-742-7682
rodlay@comcast.net
Fred Bigelow and Janice ’64 have lived a
busy life in Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village in
Lewisburg, PA, for seven years. Fred serves
as chair of the Independent Living Residents
Advisory Committee, and Janice recently
completed four years as president of the
League of Women Voters of the Lewisburg
area. Perhaps their favorite volunteer project
was to choose and purchase a six-passenger
golf cart in honor of Janice’s mother to
provide transportation within the village.
Fred is one of the drivers and schedules
the other volunteers to provide this service.
They appreciate the cultural events at both
Bucknell U and Susquehanna U, plus the
easy access to Williamsport and State
College. Like many of us, they wonder how
they ever found time to work! So, who is
the last class member still working? John
Renjilian is still going to a few book fairs,
noting that he sold more items to Australians
than to any other nationality. He writes that
Merv Dilts is still working on a multi-volume
translation of a Greek writer, Lud Schlecht
is still teaching as an adjunct professor at
Muhlenberg College, and he is pretty sure
George Stiles still works. Send me your
work stories, please. It’s always great to know
that we 78-year-olds are still appreciated!
Tom McClellan responded to an article
in the spring 2016 alumni magazine (see
Parting shot piece by Tom on p. 48). Tom
was a philosophy major who later studied
at the Lutheran seminary in Philadelphia.
He taught for two years at an orphanage in
Lebanon where he discovered archaeology
and came back to the U.S. to earn his PhD
at the U of Penn. He and his wife, Anne, now
live in Bucksport, ME, “in an old falling-down
1803 house that overlooks the Penobscot
River and Fort Knox. After completing a
stint at the Oriental Institute in Chicago and
my work on el-Qitar, we lived in Syria from
1990–1996, in Aleppo and for several years
in the village of Tell Banat. There, we dug
an Early Bronze Age (2600–2200 BCE)
site with the most exciting discoveries of my
career.” What a fascinating life, Tom, and how
difficult for you to hear about all the troubles
in Syria now.

1961

Nan Funk Lapeire
20 Canal Run East
Washington Crossing, PA 18977
215-493-5817
nflapeire@aol.com
Our 55th was a blast thanks to the hard
work of Doug Rockefellow and Pat
Ness Smith who worked tirelessly to
attend to every detail that the committee
thought was a good idea. Events were well
attended and filled with laughter, talks of
aches and pains, and Gettysburg memories.
The events included 33 classmates, with a
total of 53 people in attendance. We missed
those of you who were unable to join us,
but know that you were remembered in
our chats. Bob and Carol ’64 Whyte
have bit the “bullet” (nice pun, Bob) and
migrated to Sun City, Hilton Head, SC.
Bob left Long Island after living within a
seven-mile radius his whole life. They are
enjoying a one-level home, no snow shovels,
and much lower real estate taxes (a real
plus). In settling in, Bob and Carol found a
church and then discovered two Gettysburg
graduates, Angela Gravino Estes ’64 and
her husband Jere ’65. Bob enjoys free
time from his volunteering activities, but
knows that will be short-lived because
he is getting itchy to be involved again.
Way to go, Bob—keeps us young. Bob
and Carol have five grandchildren—three
grandsons in CA and the oldest grandson
and favorite granddaughter on Long Island.
Al Young called to let us know that he
now lives in an assisted living facility in TX.
He said he was doing well but missing his
computer—always the tech guy (way before
it was the “in” thing). He would like to hear
from the Gettysburg crew and included his
information: Al Young, Wyoming Springs,
11558 Spicewood Pkwy, Unit 4, Round
Rock, TX, 512-800-4288. Congratulations
to three generations of Flood “Bullets.”
Jim ’59 and Marilyn Hannas Flood’s
grandson Josh will enter Gettysburg in
the fall as a member of the Class of 2020.
Their daughter, Suzanne Flood Parke ’86,
Josh’s mom, is a graduate of Gettysburg as
well. Kudos to the Floods. Please keep the
information flowing because I need stuff
to write.

1962

55th Reunion Year
Betsy Shelly Hetzel
193 Aster Avenue
Bellefonte, PA 16823
814-548-7648
bhetzel1@comcast.net
Class of 1962
Bruce Simpson writes that he and Sue
Steele were married 54 years on June 2.
“Sue sat in front of me at my first College
class, contemporary civilization, and I knew.”
They were married the day before graduation
in Gettysburg’s Chapel. Their reception
was at the Gettysburg Hotel. “After a brief
summer with little or no money, we were
off to Ft. Sill, OK, Army Artillery.” After two
years there, Bruce joined Republic Steel in
sales for 18 years. He then joined Roberts
Express, which became a division of FedEx
in 1997. Bruce was CEO of both from 1988
until he retired in 2001. They have lived
in Sea Pines, Hilton Head, for 15 years.
Their 11 grandchildren enjoy visiting and
love the beach. Bruce said that Sue had
a “life-changer” with a fall back in June
2014 but has made an amazing recovery.
Garet ’63 and Karin Anderson Church
spend most of the summer at their cabin
on Indian Lake in the Adirondacks. “This is
our family time.” Most of the winter, they are
at their home in Tucson, AZ. In between,
they travel. In Jan., they spent their annual
vacation in Kauai, HI, with friends they met
hiking in Peru 21 years ago. At the end of
Apr., they took a hiking vacation with four
other friends in Sedona, AZ. In May, they
went to Australia. When they returned, they
dashed across country for their grandson’s
eighth grade graduation and visited Bill and
Carol Rotunda Christ. Bo and Linda
Olsen write, “Since both sons live far away,
Seattle and Mobile, AL, we have to travel to
see them. Since 2004, we have driven to
Seattle, using our Golden Age National Park
Pass to see many national treasures from
Arches to Zion. We have visited the Edmund
Fitzgerald, Upper Peninsula, MI, to the Pacific
Ocean in Ocean City, WA, to Fleet Week in
San Francisco to ‘standing on the corner of
Winslow, AZ’ to Mardi Gras in Mobile where
it all started, 1703. In June 1967, my dad
rented an oceanfront house in Ocean City,
NJ, so he could be with his grandchildren;
we have continued the tradition. This was
our 50th year at the same house. To stay fit,
on weekdays, Bo bikes and I walk. I enjoy
volunteering at the church where I taught
preschool for 28 years. We’re active at
Shellburne Bible Church and host the weekly
Wednesday night Bible study and prayer
meeting. We are still healthy and happy and

look forward to seeing everyone at our 55th!”
Barb Carback Burkhardt, wife of Karl ’61,
passed away on Feb. 7 at the Gettysburg
Hospital. Barb taught high school English
in Biglerville, PA, for 30 years. They loved
Western-style square dancing and traveled
to many festivals and roundups. Ingrid
Kupprat was diagnosed with multiple
myeloma and died on Apr. 16 in hospice
care. Thoughts and prayers!

1963

Susan Cunningham Euker
1717 Gatehouse Court
Bel Air, MD 21014
410-420-0826
mimisu@comcast.net
We have very sad news to report. Jay
Kappmeier passed away on Feb. 17. After
Gettysburg, Jay graduated from the U of MN
with an MBA in 1968. In 1973, he graduated
from the U.S. Air Force Air Command and
Staff College. After 25 years in the U.S. Air
Force, Jay retired with the rank of colonel. He
then began a successful career with Boeing
Company in Long Beach, CA. Throughout his
life, Jay was active in his community, various
computer organizations, and especially at
Gettysburg where he served on the Alumni
Association Board. Jay is survived by his
wife of 47 years, Donna; his sister, Janet;
and her children, Kristin and Andrew. We
also mourn William H. Harding Jr., who
passed on Apr. 16. After Gettysburg, Bill
received a master’s degree in experimental
physics and a doctorate in mathematical
physics from the U of TX–Austin. He taught
at Drexel U and Villanova U and then joined
the faculty of the U of Mary Hardin–Baylor,
where he served as chairman of the math
and physics department for 20 years. During
his tenure, Bill received many grants and
awards and was the senior author of a
Nuclear Regulatory Commission study. Bill
is survived by his wife, Susan; son William H.
Harding III and his wife, Leighann; daughter
Kelly and her husband, Scott; and nine
grandchildren. Linda Binkley Machlan
passed away on May 15. After Gettysburg,
Linda worked as a teacher at Pottstown
High School, Garden Spot High School, and
Middleburg High School. She was involved in
the establishment of Valley Nursery School
in Selinsgrove, PA, and later worked as Head
Start Teacher for SUM Child Development. In
her life, Linda was active in many community
organizations, most of them involving youth
and children. She loved spending time with
her family, playing bridge, and enjoying wine
and good books. Linda is survived by her
daughters—Susan and her husband Kyle,
and Laura and her husband Scott, as well
as four grandchildren. I received a nice note

from Carol Menge Gates who lives in Lake
Placid, NY, and spends her time biking 400
miles between Buffalo and Albany on trails,
downhill skiing, climbing mountains, and
kayaking once a week with a women’s group
named “Dames of Wine and Chocolate!”
Way to go, Carol! Carol remarried after her
husband, Joe Murphy, was killed in Vietnam.
She and her husband raised a blended
family of six. It was really good to hear from
you, Carol! A short note arrived from Don
Burden, who is healthy and beginning
his sixth year as mayor of Shrewsbury. He
and his wife, Mary Lea Heydon ’64, are
celebrating their 50th anniversary on a
cruise to Bermuda with their daughter, Julie
’00, and son-in-law, Bill McGeough ’00.
Don also reports that he has been asked to
serve another four-year term on the Board
of Trustees at Gettysburg. Congratulations,
Don! That is all for now. Soon we will begin
planning for our 55th! I cannot wait!

1964

Kathleen Gibbs
24 Heatherwood Lane
Bedminster, NJ 07921
908-781-6351
mag127yar@icloud.com
Vicki Shaffer writes that she has a new
grandson in CA. He is named David in
memory of Dave. Mary Botbyl Dunlop
had a wonderful visit with Penn and
Sandy Yeatman and Colin and Tricia
Wishart Dower in Kennett Square,
PA, last Sept. She also went skiing with
her son’s family at Nancy Cornelius
Baseman and her husband’s place in
Seven Springs in Jan. Then she visited with
Pam Sturge Avienas and her husband in
Casa de Campo in the Dominican Republic
in Mar. Nancy Botbyl Burghardt has
visited with Walt and Alice Kolz Davis,
Lance and Judy Lawrence Graef. After
16 years in executive search, Nancy plans
to retire in Oct. Janet Filing is a grandma
of 13 grandchildren and fondly remembers
trips with the College choir and the library
where she spent most of her college
career. Stony River, the critically acclaimed
novel by Tricia Wishart Dower is coming
to the U.S. in Oct., thanks to Leapfrog
Press. Classmates are invited to the launch
on Oct. 4 at the Hamilton Stage of the
Union County Performing Arts Center,
360 Hamilton Street, Rahway, NJ, from
7–9 p.m. Email tricia@triciadower.com
if you’d like to attend. Tricia has written
fiction since 2002. Her story collection,
Silent Girl (Inanna 2008), was nominated
for the Frank O’Connor International Short
Story Award. Canadian feminist magazine
Herizons called it “ambitious and powerful.”
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very fun and very successful.” Bob Barkley,
who spends Jan. and Feb. in Hilton Head,
where they see Jack ’57 and Carol Bream,
had exciting news that his grandson,
Spencer Strider, in Knoxville, TN, was
selected as a pitcher for the High School
Baseball All-American team. He included
information for baseball fans—he has an
ERA under 1:00, has been clocked at 93
mph, and was his district’s pitcher of the year
in 2015. Rich Brunner sent a great picture
of Bruce and Jane Aslaksen with Bruce
in a Gettysburg shirt and cap celebrating
his 80th. They live in Oro Valley, AZ. Bruce
was Rich’s roommate in the ‘barracks,’ both
pledged ATO, and were the last ATO pledge
class initiated at the fraternity house on S.
Washington St. Thanks to all, and Happy
Birthdays.

1959

Carol Reed Hamilton
60 Strand Circle
Cromwell, CT 06416
860-613-2441
bandchamilton@gmail.com
Reiny Ludin sent along the following
news—some good, some not so good.
Ron Venturini died in Apr. Ron served
as a pilot in the U.S. Air Force for over 20
years, retiring as a lieutenant colonel. Our
sympathy goes to Ron’s family and friends.
Reiny also sent the following after a Phi
Psi gathering. A number of Phi Psi’s from
the Class of ’59 and other classes got
together for their annual dinner in Punta
Gorda, FL, this past Mar. After a few adult
beverages and dinner, they retired to
the porch for a few songs and fraternity
cheers, much to the delight of the other
diners. The highlight of the evening was
the annual (complete with choreography)
rendition of “Casey at the Bat” by resident
poet laureate, John Montgomery.
Those attending were Walt and Marsha
Melnick, Reiny and Carol Hoy Ludin,
Jim and Marilyn Flood, and Jeff and Julie
Dobson. As usual, a great time was had
by all. Bruce and I look forward to a trip to
Greece in Sept. and are delighted that one
of my freshman year roommates, Ellen
Buchanan Wilcox, will be joining us.
Since Ellen is a FL resident, her visits are
few and far between. As always, send me
some news of what your retirement years
are like—where you are traveling and what
classmates you contact.
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1960

Pat Carr Layton
301 Powell Avenue
Salisbury, MD 21081
410-742-7682
rodlay@comcast.net
Fred Bigelow and Janice ’64 have lived a
busy life in Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village in
Lewisburg, PA, for seven years. Fred serves
as chair of the Independent Living Residents
Advisory Committee, and Janice recently
completed four years as president of the
League of Women Voters of the Lewisburg
area. Perhaps their favorite volunteer project
was to choose and purchase a six-passenger
golf cart in honor of Janice’s mother to
provide transportation within the village.
Fred is one of the drivers and schedules
the other volunteers to provide this service.
They appreciate the cultural events at both
Bucknell U and Susquehanna U, plus the
easy access to Williamsport and State
College. Like many of us, they wonder how
they ever found time to work! So, who is
the last class member still working? John
Renjilian is still going to a few book fairs,
noting that he sold more items to Australians
than to any other nationality. He writes that
Merv Dilts is still working on a multi-volume
translation of a Greek writer, Lud Schlecht
is still teaching as an adjunct professor at
Muhlenberg College, and he is pretty sure
George Stiles still works. Send me your
work stories, please. It’s always great to know
that we 78-year-olds are still appreciated!
Tom McClellan responded to an article
in the spring 2016 alumni magazine (see
Parting shot piece by Tom on p. 48). Tom
was a philosophy major who later studied
at the Lutheran seminary in Philadelphia.
He taught for two years at an orphanage in
Lebanon where he discovered archaeology
and came back to the U.S. to earn his PhD
at the U of Penn. He and his wife, Anne, now
live in Bucksport, ME, “in an old falling-down
1803 house that overlooks the Penobscot
River and Fort Knox. After completing a
stint at the Oriental Institute in Chicago and
my work on el-Qitar, we lived in Syria from
1990–1996, in Aleppo and for several years
in the village of Tell Banat. There, we dug
an Early Bronze Age (2600–2200 BCE)
site with the most exciting discoveries of my
career.” What a fascinating life, Tom, and how
difficult for you to hear about all the troubles
in Syria now.

1961

Nan Funk Lapeire
20 Canal Run East
Washington Crossing, PA 18977
215-493-5817
nflapeire@aol.com
Our 55th was a blast thanks to the hard
work of Doug Rockefellow and Pat
Ness Smith who worked tirelessly to
attend to every detail that the committee
thought was a good idea. Events were well
attended and filled with laughter, talks of
aches and pains, and Gettysburg memories.
The events included 33 classmates, with a
total of 53 people in attendance. We missed
those of you who were unable to join us,
but know that you were remembered in
our chats. Bob and Carol ’64 Whyte
have bit the “bullet” (nice pun, Bob) and
migrated to Sun City, Hilton Head, SC.
Bob left Long Island after living within a
seven-mile radius his whole life. They are
enjoying a one-level home, no snow shovels,
and much lower real estate taxes (a real
plus). In settling in, Bob and Carol found a
church and then discovered two Gettysburg
graduates, Angela Gravino Estes ’64 and
her husband Jere ’65. Bob enjoys free
time from his volunteering activities, but
knows that will be short-lived because
he is getting itchy to be involved again.
Way to go, Bob—keeps us young. Bob
and Carol have five grandchildren—three
grandsons in CA and the oldest grandson
and favorite granddaughter on Long Island.
Al Young called to let us know that he
now lives in an assisted living facility in TX.
He said he was doing well but missing his
computer—always the tech guy (way before
it was the “in” thing). He would like to hear
from the Gettysburg crew and included his
information: Al Young, Wyoming Springs,
11558 Spicewood Pkwy, Unit 4, Round
Rock, TX, 512-800-4288. Congratulations
to three generations of Flood “Bullets.”
Jim ’59 and Marilyn Hannas Flood’s
grandson Josh will enter Gettysburg in
the fall as a member of the Class of 2020.
Their daughter, Suzanne Flood Parke ’86,
Josh’s mom, is a graduate of Gettysburg as
well. Kudos to the Floods. Please keep the
information flowing because I need stuff
to write.

1962

55th Reunion Year
Betsy Shelly Hetzel
193 Aster Avenue
Bellefonte, PA 16823
814-548-7648
bhetzel1@comcast.net
Class of 1962
Bruce Simpson writes that he and Sue
Steele were married 54 years on June 2.
“Sue sat in front of me at my first College
class, contemporary civilization, and I knew.”
They were married the day before graduation
in Gettysburg’s Chapel. Their reception
was at the Gettysburg Hotel. “After a brief
summer with little or no money, we were
off to Ft. Sill, OK, Army Artillery.” After two
years there, Bruce joined Republic Steel in
sales for 18 years. He then joined Roberts
Express, which became a division of FedEx
in 1997. Bruce was CEO of both from 1988
until he retired in 2001. They have lived
in Sea Pines, Hilton Head, for 15 years.
Their 11 grandchildren enjoy visiting and
love the beach. Bruce said that Sue had
a “life-changer” with a fall back in June
2014 but has made an amazing recovery.
Garet ’63 and Karin Anderson Church
spend most of the summer at their cabin
on Indian Lake in the Adirondacks. “This is
our family time.” Most of the winter, they are
at their home in Tucson, AZ. In between,
they travel. In Jan., they spent their annual
vacation in Kauai, HI, with friends they met
hiking in Peru 21 years ago. At the end of
Apr., they took a hiking vacation with four
other friends in Sedona, AZ. In May, they
went to Australia. When they returned, they
dashed across country for their grandson’s
eighth grade graduation and visited Bill and
Carol Rotunda Christ. Bo and Linda
Olsen write, “Since both sons live far away,
Seattle and Mobile, AL, we have to travel to
see them. Since 2004, we have driven to
Seattle, using our Golden Age National Park
Pass to see many national treasures from
Arches to Zion. We have visited the Edmund
Fitzgerald, Upper Peninsula, MI, to the Pacific
Ocean in Ocean City, WA, to Fleet Week in
San Francisco to ‘standing on the corner of
Winslow, AZ’ to Mardi Gras in Mobile where
it all started, 1703. In June 1967, my dad
rented an oceanfront house in Ocean City,
NJ, so he could be with his grandchildren;
we have continued the tradition. This was
our 50th year at the same house. To stay fit,
on weekdays, Bo bikes and I walk. I enjoy
volunteering at the church where I taught
preschool for 28 years. We’re active at
Shellburne Bible Church and host the weekly
Wednesday night Bible study and prayer
meeting. We are still healthy and happy and

look forward to seeing everyone at our 55th!”
Barb Carback Burkhardt, wife of Karl ’61,
passed away on Feb. 7 at the Gettysburg
Hospital. Barb taught high school English
in Biglerville, PA, for 30 years. They loved
Western-style square dancing and traveled
to many festivals and roundups. Ingrid
Kupprat was diagnosed with multiple
myeloma and died on Apr. 16 in hospice
care. Thoughts and prayers!

1963

Susan Cunningham Euker
1717 Gatehouse Court
Bel Air, MD 21014
410-420-0826
mimisu@comcast.net
We have very sad news to report. Jay
Kappmeier passed away on Feb. 17. After
Gettysburg, Jay graduated from the U of MN
with an MBA in 1968. In 1973, he graduated
from the U.S. Air Force Air Command and
Staff College. After 25 years in the U.S. Air
Force, Jay retired with the rank of colonel. He
then began a successful career with Boeing
Company in Long Beach, CA. Throughout his
life, Jay was active in his community, various
computer organizations, and especially at
Gettysburg where he served on the Alumni
Association Board. Jay is survived by his
wife of 47 years, Donna; his sister, Janet;
and her children, Kristin and Andrew. We
also mourn William H. Harding Jr., who
passed on Apr. 16. After Gettysburg, Bill
received a master’s degree in experimental
physics and a doctorate in mathematical
physics from the U of TX–Austin. He taught
at Drexel U and Villanova U and then joined
the faculty of the U of Mary Hardin–Baylor,
where he served as chairman of the math
and physics department for 20 years. During
his tenure, Bill received many grants and
awards and was the senior author of a
Nuclear Regulatory Commission study. Bill
is survived by his wife, Susan; son William H.
Harding III and his wife, Leighann; daughter
Kelly and her husband, Scott; and nine
grandchildren. Linda Binkley Machlan
passed away on May 15. After Gettysburg,
Linda worked as a teacher at Pottstown
High School, Garden Spot High School, and
Middleburg High School. She was involved in
the establishment of Valley Nursery School
in Selinsgrove, PA, and later worked as Head
Start Teacher for SUM Child Development. In
her life, Linda was active in many community
organizations, most of them involving youth
and children. She loved spending time with
her family, playing bridge, and enjoying wine
and good books. Linda is survived by her
daughters—Susan and her husband Kyle,
and Laura and her husband Scott, as well
as four grandchildren. I received a nice note

from Carol Menge Gates who lives in Lake
Placid, NY, and spends her time biking 400
miles between Buffalo and Albany on trails,
downhill skiing, climbing mountains, and
kayaking once a week with a women’s group
named “Dames of Wine and Chocolate!”
Way to go, Carol! Carol remarried after her
husband, Joe Murphy, was killed in Vietnam.
She and her husband raised a blended
family of six. It was really good to hear from
you, Carol! A short note arrived from Don
Burden, who is healthy and beginning
his sixth year as mayor of Shrewsbury. He
and his wife, Mary Lea Heydon ’64, are
celebrating their 50th anniversary on a
cruise to Bermuda with their daughter, Julie
’00, and son-in-law, Bill McGeough ’00.
Don also reports that he has been asked to
serve another four-year term on the Board
of Trustees at Gettysburg. Congratulations,
Don! That is all for now. Soon we will begin
planning for our 55th! I cannot wait!

1964

Kathleen Gibbs
24 Heatherwood Lane
Bedminster, NJ 07921
908-781-6351
mag127yar@icloud.com
Vicki Shaffer writes that she has a new
grandson in CA. He is named David in
memory of Dave. Mary Botbyl Dunlop
had a wonderful visit with Penn and
Sandy Yeatman and Colin and Tricia
Wishart Dower in Kennett Square,
PA, last Sept. She also went skiing with
her son’s family at Nancy Cornelius
Baseman and her husband’s place in
Seven Springs in Jan. Then she visited with
Pam Sturge Avienas and her husband in
Casa de Campo in the Dominican Republic
in Mar. Nancy Botbyl Burghardt has
visited with Walt and Alice Kolz Davis,
Lance and Judy Lawrence Graef. After
16 years in executive search, Nancy plans
to retire in Oct. Janet Filing is a grandma
of 13 grandchildren and fondly remembers
trips with the College choir and the library
where she spent most of her college
career. Stony River, the critically acclaimed
novel by Tricia Wishart Dower is coming
to the U.S. in Oct., thanks to Leapfrog
Press. Classmates are invited to the launch
on Oct. 4 at the Hamilton Stage of the
Union County Performing Arts Center,
360 Hamilton Street, Rahway, NJ, from
7–9 p.m. Email tricia@triciadower.com
if you’d like to attend. Tricia has written
fiction since 2002. Her story collection,
Silent Girl (Inanna 2008), was nominated
for the Frank O’Connor International Short
Story Award. Canadian feminist magazine
Herizons called it “ambitious and powerful.”
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Stony River (Penguin Canada 2012)
was shortlisted for the Canadian Authors
Association Award for Fiction. The Globe
and Mail wrote, “It’s rare to find such a
polished debut and Dower is a masterful
storyteller to watch.” Upon the publication
of her third book, Becoming Lin (Caitlin
Press 2016), the Vancouver Sun wrote,
“Some of the most powerful and eloquent
Canadian novelists of the 20th and 21st
centuries…including Margaret Atwood,
Margaret Laurence and Ethel Wilson...
open up what had been cloaked in silence,
the oppression of women and their selfdiscoveries in resistance. We can now
add to this important liberation canon the
name of Tricia Dower.” James Meyers
was the keynote speaker for the Memorial
Day Ceremony in Blue Ash, OH, held at
Veterans Park Memorial on Town Square
which included a Cincinnati Warbirds
flyover. We thank Jim and all our veterans
who have served. Rae Rustad Otto
in OR had a visit from Susie Gephart
Steinour while they were traveling from
FL across the U.S. to Canada in May.
Frederick Rosebrock lives in Wilton
Manors, FL, and has two children and two
grandchildren. Fred was a high school
social science teacher for 33 years, and
got out alive before kids started bringing
guns to school. More Reunion news will
follow. Thanks, all!

1965

Rev. Dr. John R. Nagle
303 Whitehall Way
Cary, NC 27511
919-467-6375
jrnagle@nc.rr.com
Another published author is in our midst! The
Minidoka Press published Doug Fiske’s
historical novel, Early’s Idaho. It’s the fivegeneration diary of a KY family that removes
to ID in 1872 to homestead a farm on
the Snake River. As the eldest male of his
generation, Early Hawkins compiled his and
his forebears’ diaries, and added an epilogue
in 1954. It’s a story of family, living on the
land, and the passage of time. The book is
available through Amazon. Sometime during
our class’s first week on campus, a bunch of
us were posed for a picture on the steps of
Christ Chapel. We were legacies—children of
earlier Gettysburg graduates. I still have the
picture someplace. I mention that because
my granddaughter, Sofia Mouritsen, will be
part of the Class of 2020, beginning school
this fall. Do you also have grandchildren in
that 2020 Bullets class? Were you a 1961
legacy, pictured on the chapel steps? By the
time you read this, our 2015 Reunion will
be rather long gone, but I still remember the
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fun we had and the financial legacy we left
to the College. Might you do one of these
several things: write to tell me you have a
relative in the new freshman class, tell us
something you wish you had shared at the
Reunion, send along ordinary or exceptional
personal news, and mail a good-sized check
to the Gettysburg Fund, ensuring the future
what the past has long enjoyed?

1966

Tom de la Vergne
587 Sheffield Drive
Springfield, PA 19064
610-543-4983
Tomdela@aol.com
Our 50th Reunion was held the first
weekend in June and was a rousing
success. Almost 100 classmates returned,
many for the first time. Old friendships were
renewed, and the forecasted thunderstorms
held off until late evening. A big thank
you goes to Joe Lynch ’85 and Jacquie
Temple of the alumni office for making all
of this happen. During Reunion Weekend,
a ceremony was held honoring deceased
classmates involved in the Vietnam War.
Those so honored were Air Force pilots
Chuck Richardson and Bobby Morris
and veterans advocate Sally Kay Dress
Sawyer. Participating classmates were
Bruce Morehead, Gordy Rowe, Jim
Ruck, Chris Sirms, Tom Hardy, and
Steve Tracy who played “Taps” to end
the ceremony. Don Dreisbach is living in
a town on Lake George, NY. He is retired
from ARA Services (later Aramark) but still
does a great deal of writing. Don taught
courses at Swarthmore, PA, area high
school and Swarthmore College. He has
three daughters and six grandchildren,
and he collects antique bubble jukeboxes.
Linda Musser Sparks sent in the “cliff
notes of my past 50 years.” Linda worked
at the National Security Agency for 25
years, where she met her husband. She also
began breeding and showing dogs, which
led to AKC approval to judge 21 breeds
of dogs. After retirement, Linda moved
to a remote area of the Rockies where
she was a volunteer firefighter and wrote
seven novels. She later moved to AZ. After
the death of her husband, she embraced
wildlife photography and traveled to several
continents to hone her photographic skills.
Her latest hobby is colored pencil and
pastel painting of wildlife. Along with being
an avid water volleyball enthusiast and
sometimes pickle-ball player, Linda keeps
busy. David E. Greer passed away on
Aug. 22, 2015, in Lancaster, PA, after a
brief illness. He and his wife of 44 years,
Linda Diane, celebrated their anniversary

just 10 days earlier. After receiving his
juris doctor degree from Mercer U, he was
assigned to the Judge Advocate General
(JAG) Corps of the Air Force and served
his country in Vietnam. After the war, Dave
became a partner in the law firm of Herr,
Greer, and Hohberg in Lancaster. After
years of practicing law, Dave became a
well-regarded judge of professional boxing.
He was licensed to judge in PA, MD, and
DE and continued this activity well into
retirement. Dave leaves four daughters and
eight grandchildren.

1967

50th Reunion Year
Dick Matthews
339 Devon Drive
San Rafael, CA 94903
415-472-5190
RNMatthews999@yahoo.com
Ruth Person, former Chancellor
(1999–2008) of IN U–Kokomo,
committed a bequest of $3.5 million for
student scholarships. She also received
an honorary degree of Doctor of Humane
Letters at this summer’s graduation at IN
U. After IN U–Kokomo, Ruth went on to
be Chancellor of the U of MI–Flint from
2008-2014. It is not too early to make
plans for our class’s 50th Reunion next
summer. Come on, classmates. Send me
news on what you have done since 1967.

1968

Susan Walsky Gray
113 Balsam Lane
Aiken, SC 29803-2713
803-641-4344
susanwalsky@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1968
Glenn Meigle wrote that 52 years ago he
pledged Theta Chi Fraternity at Gettysburg
and was given the nickname Brother Meigs.
He is still in email contact with 49 brothers
from back in those years. After retiring from
the U.S. Army as a lieutenant colonel with
24 years of service, he and his wife Regina
settled in El Paso, TX. They since have
served in numerous volunteer positions,
from hosting dozens of international officers
stationed at Ft. Bliss to filling roles in clubs,
associations, and the community. Most
recently, in fact, Glenn became the advisor
for Theta Chi’s colony at the U of TX–El
Paso and guided them to become the
officially installed Kappa Delta Chapter this
past Apr. He now observes that after all
these years, he’s come full circle—back to
being called Brother Meigs. There is more
sad news to report. Nancy Nicklet Henry

lost her husband, Phil, in Mar. Our thoughts
and prayers are with her.

1969

Jana Hemmer Surdi
7 Condor Road
Palmyra, VA 22963
434-589-5669
jansurdi@aol.com
Fred Schumacher retired from his
Department of the Army civilian job in Jan.
2015. He immediately went back to college
and earned certifications from the National
Strength Professionals Association and
National Academy of Sports Medicine as
a personal fitness trainer. He ran several
local races and the MD Senior Olympics
where he got a gold medal in the 400m
and a silver medal in the 200m and javelin.
The increased mileage put him in good
stead for the JFK 50-mile race in Nov, but
he tripped at mile 10 on the Appalachian
Trail, rupturing his quadriceps tendon. He
was on the rehab path and hoped to be
running this past spring. His other activities
include assembling the history of Calvary
United Methodist Church, organizing their
historical materials, and playing music at
Frederick Keys Stadium, St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church German dinner, and Echo Taps in
Frederick on Veterans Day. Steve Nelson
wrote, The Shape and Shaping of the
College and University in America: A Lively
Experiment, which came out in Mar. This
book presents the issues, controversies, and
key players that formed and enabled the
American college and university to endure
as a critical institution of the nation and
society. Jean Deimler Seibert received
the College’s Meritorious Service Award
at Reunion Weekend on June 4. Jean has
served Gettysburg at the highest level, as
evidenced by her 14 years on the Board
of Trustees. She served on the Board from
1998 to 2012, when she was named a
Trustee Emeritus. She then continued to
serve on the Campaign Steering Committee.
Prior to her time on the Board of Trustees,
she was a stalwart member of the Board
of Fellows and has served on almost all of
her Reunion committees. Additionally, she
served on the Commission on the Future
as chair of multiple committees. Jean is an
attorney and partner at Caldwell & Kearns,
a Harrisburg real estate and business law
firm that she joined in 2014. Previously,
she worked for 21 years as an attorney
and partner at Wion Zulli & Seibert. Donna
Osterhoudt Schaper is senior minister
at Judson Memorial Church in NYC,
where much of her time is spent in capital
campaigns to repair, upgrade, and stabilize
the aging and historic church. In addition,

Donna is a prolific author of 30 books, most
about spiritual and material solutions to the
time famine, including Prayers for People
Who Say They Can’t Pray and Approaching
the End of Life: A Practical and Spiritual
Guide. Blase Carabello was one of three
alumni cardiologists featured in an article
in the winter 2016 issue of Gettysburg.
It was a fascinating article. Blaise is chair
of cardiology at Mount Sinai Beth Israel,
medical director of the Heart Valve Center
at The Mount Sinai Hospital, and a former
president of the Association of University
Cardiologists. I will close with sad news of
classmates who have died: James Tichenor
in Apr.; Paul Muchinsky in Sept. 2015;
and L. James Snyder, Jr. in July 2015. Our
condolences go to their families.

1970

Marsha Barger
409 Klee Mill Road
Sykesville, MD 21784
410-552-9146
robfarin@verizon.net
Gettysburg ‘70

1971

Bethany Parr-White
2012 Penn Street
Lebanon, PA 17042-5771
717-272-0806
717-813-1706 (Cell)
bethanywhite22@comcast.net
Gettysburg College Class of
1971 Reunion
We are amazing! Do you realize how many
incredible one-time only special events
happened at Gettysburg during our four
(or more) years there? At the Reunion,
they held a special program about Jesus
Christ Superstar. I was in it and learned
so much. Over 6,000 people saw the three
productions, and we seem to be the first
people in the world to produce it, legal
or not. There is a book coming out on it
soon. The next project for the Musselman
Library special collections group will
be Symposium70. We had quite a few
classmates involved in that student effort.
The Reunion was a great success. The
Alumni College courses were very well
received and well attended. I am always
surprised at how much more interesting
college is when you don’t have the pressure
of tests and grades. I believe there were over
80 classmates back, as well as spouses.
For all of you who keep asking, I am finally
retired. It still has not sunk in. I have been too
busy. I think it may sink in sometime this fall.
For now, I feel like I’m on sick leave or have
been fired and waiting for the union to save

me (again). People still come up to me and
remark how they loved the one column we
wrote to the magazine when we had no real
news, so we made it up. If you have no news,
feel free to wing it, and I will publish and let
the classmates decide. Rick Cisco asked
me why I never write about him. I replied
that I never heard from him and asked if he
wanted me to make it up. He said yes, and I
was prepared to when I got a real story from
freshman year in Paul Hall. According to my
source, there were no phones on the floor on
which Rick lived. He was always waiting for a
girl to call. So Phil Finn would yell up to the
second floor that Rick had a call. Rick would
race down to the phone and find it dangling.
Then, he’d tear back up the stairs to rip Phil
a new one, and when he’d get to Phil’s open
door, Phil’s roommate would slam it in Rick’s
face. This must be why Rick has such a
chiseled profile. If you didn’t make it to this
Reunion, we missed you and hope you will
make the next one. We looked years younger
than the Class of ’66. My thought for the day:
“We call them dumb animals because they
cannot tell us how they feel, but they do not
suffer less because they have no words.”

1972

45th Reunion Year
Chad Pilling
4220 Morris Road
Hatboro, PA 19040
215-675-4742
pillingc@jmsearch.com
Best wishes to the Class of ’72. I am happy
to say I got an unusual number of emails
from our classmates. I look forward to even
more next quarter. It was great to see my
Ice House apartment roommate and ATO
brother, Stu Lippsett in May. Georgene
and I met Stu and his wife, Ronni, for dinner
and enjoyed catching up on over 40 years.
Stu recently sold his pediatric dentistry
practice in Brick, NJ. He is finding more
time to be with his grandchildren, and he is
still an avid skier, wintering in the northern
hemisphere and summering in Chile. Rick
Busch writes that he loves his job and has
no retirement plans. Rick is a research and
development chemist in the inks, paints, and
coatings industry. In fact, it is likely that many
of us use electronic devices with printed
circuits made from inks developed by Rick.
He is married with three daughters and two
grandchildren. Rick just moved to Chicago
after living his entire life in NJ. He also
reports “the Bubble has deflated.” He lost
200 pounds and is “half the man he used
to be.” Sallie Harris Kahler also checked
in. Having married the day before the Class
of ’72 graduated, Sallie and Skip Kahler ’73
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Stony River (Penguin Canada 2012)
was shortlisted for the Canadian Authors
Association Award for Fiction. The Globe
and Mail wrote, “It’s rare to find such a
polished debut and Dower is a masterful
storyteller to watch.” Upon the publication
of her third book, Becoming Lin (Caitlin
Press 2016), the Vancouver Sun wrote,
“Some of the most powerful and eloquent
Canadian novelists of the 20th and 21st
centuries…including Margaret Atwood,
Margaret Laurence and Ethel Wilson...
open up what had been cloaked in silence,
the oppression of women and their selfdiscoveries in resistance. We can now
add to this important liberation canon the
name of Tricia Dower.” James Meyers
was the keynote speaker for the Memorial
Day Ceremony in Blue Ash, OH, held at
Veterans Park Memorial on Town Square
which included a Cincinnati Warbirds
flyover. We thank Jim and all our veterans
who have served. Rae Rustad Otto
in OR had a visit from Susie Gephart
Steinour while they were traveling from
FL across the U.S. to Canada in May.
Frederick Rosebrock lives in Wilton
Manors, FL, and has two children and two
grandchildren. Fred was a high school
social science teacher for 33 years, and
got out alive before kids started bringing
guns to school. More Reunion news will
follow. Thanks, all!

1965

Rev. Dr. John R. Nagle
303 Whitehall Way
Cary, NC 27511
919-467-6375
jrnagle@nc.rr.com
Another published author is in our midst! The
Minidoka Press published Doug Fiske’s
historical novel, Early’s Idaho. It’s the fivegeneration diary of a KY family that removes
to ID in 1872 to homestead a farm on
the Snake River. As the eldest male of his
generation, Early Hawkins compiled his and
his forebears’ diaries, and added an epilogue
in 1954. It’s a story of family, living on the
land, and the passage of time. The book is
available through Amazon. Sometime during
our class’s first week on campus, a bunch of
us were posed for a picture on the steps of
Christ Chapel. We were legacies—children of
earlier Gettysburg graduates. I still have the
picture someplace. I mention that because
my granddaughter, Sofia Mouritsen, will be
part of the Class of 2020, beginning school
this fall. Do you also have grandchildren in
that 2020 Bullets class? Were you a 1961
legacy, pictured on the chapel steps? By the
time you read this, our 2015 Reunion will
be rather long gone, but I still remember the
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fun we had and the financial legacy we left
to the College. Might you do one of these
several things: write to tell me you have a
relative in the new freshman class, tell us
something you wish you had shared at the
Reunion, send along ordinary or exceptional
personal news, and mail a good-sized check
to the Gettysburg Fund, ensuring the future
what the past has long enjoyed?

1966

Tom de la Vergne
587 Sheffield Drive
Springfield, PA 19064
610-543-4983
Tomdela@aol.com
Our 50th Reunion was held the first
weekend in June and was a rousing
success. Almost 100 classmates returned,
many for the first time. Old friendships were
renewed, and the forecasted thunderstorms
held off until late evening. A big thank
you goes to Joe Lynch ’85 and Jacquie
Temple of the alumni office for making all
of this happen. During Reunion Weekend,
a ceremony was held honoring deceased
classmates involved in the Vietnam War.
Those so honored were Air Force pilots
Chuck Richardson and Bobby Morris
and veterans advocate Sally Kay Dress
Sawyer. Participating classmates were
Bruce Morehead, Gordy Rowe, Jim
Ruck, Chris Sirms, Tom Hardy, and
Steve Tracy who played “Taps” to end
the ceremony. Don Dreisbach is living in
a town on Lake George, NY. He is retired
from ARA Services (later Aramark) but still
does a great deal of writing. Don taught
courses at Swarthmore, PA, area high
school and Swarthmore College. He has
three daughters and six grandchildren,
and he collects antique bubble jukeboxes.
Linda Musser Sparks sent in the “cliff
notes of my past 50 years.” Linda worked
at the National Security Agency for 25
years, where she met her husband. She also
began breeding and showing dogs, which
led to AKC approval to judge 21 breeds
of dogs. After retirement, Linda moved
to a remote area of the Rockies where
she was a volunteer firefighter and wrote
seven novels. She later moved to AZ. After
the death of her husband, she embraced
wildlife photography and traveled to several
continents to hone her photographic skills.
Her latest hobby is colored pencil and
pastel painting of wildlife. Along with being
an avid water volleyball enthusiast and
sometimes pickle-ball player, Linda keeps
busy. David E. Greer passed away on
Aug. 22, 2015, in Lancaster, PA, after a
brief illness. He and his wife of 44 years,
Linda Diane, celebrated their anniversary

just 10 days earlier. After receiving his
juris doctor degree from Mercer U, he was
assigned to the Judge Advocate General
(JAG) Corps of the Air Force and served
his country in Vietnam. After the war, Dave
became a partner in the law firm of Herr,
Greer, and Hohberg in Lancaster. After
years of practicing law, Dave became a
well-regarded judge of professional boxing.
He was licensed to judge in PA, MD, and
DE and continued this activity well into
retirement. Dave leaves four daughters and
eight grandchildren.

1967

50th Reunion Year
Dick Matthews
339 Devon Drive
San Rafael, CA 94903
415-472-5190
RNMatthews999@yahoo.com
Ruth Person, former Chancellor
(1999–2008) of IN U–Kokomo,
committed a bequest of $3.5 million for
student scholarships. She also received
an honorary degree of Doctor of Humane
Letters at this summer’s graduation at IN
U. After IN U–Kokomo, Ruth went on to
be Chancellor of the U of MI–Flint from
2008-2014. It is not too early to make
plans for our class’s 50th Reunion next
summer. Come on, classmates. Send me
news on what you have done since 1967.

1968

Susan Walsky Gray
113 Balsam Lane
Aiken, SC 29803-2713
803-641-4344
susanwalsky@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1968
Glenn Meigle wrote that 52 years ago he
pledged Theta Chi Fraternity at Gettysburg
and was given the nickname Brother Meigs.
He is still in email contact with 49 brothers
from back in those years. After retiring from
the U.S. Army as a lieutenant colonel with
24 years of service, he and his wife Regina
settled in El Paso, TX. They since have
served in numerous volunteer positions,
from hosting dozens of international officers
stationed at Ft. Bliss to filling roles in clubs,
associations, and the community. Most
recently, in fact, Glenn became the advisor
for Theta Chi’s colony at the U of TX–El
Paso and guided them to become the
officially installed Kappa Delta Chapter this
past Apr. He now observes that after all
these years, he’s come full circle—back to
being called Brother Meigs. There is more
sad news to report. Nancy Nicklet Henry

lost her husband, Phil, in Mar. Our thoughts
and prayers are with her.

1969

Jana Hemmer Surdi
7 Condor Road
Palmyra, VA 22963
434-589-5669
jansurdi@aol.com
Fred Schumacher retired from his
Department of the Army civilian job in Jan.
2015. He immediately went back to college
and earned certifications from the National
Strength Professionals Association and
National Academy of Sports Medicine as
a personal fitness trainer. He ran several
local races and the MD Senior Olympics
where he got a gold medal in the 400m
and a silver medal in the 200m and javelin.
The increased mileage put him in good
stead for the JFK 50-mile race in Nov, but
he tripped at mile 10 on the Appalachian
Trail, rupturing his quadriceps tendon. He
was on the rehab path and hoped to be
running this past spring. His other activities
include assembling the history of Calvary
United Methodist Church, organizing their
historical materials, and playing music at
Frederick Keys Stadium, St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church German dinner, and Echo Taps in
Frederick on Veterans Day. Steve Nelson
wrote, The Shape and Shaping of the
College and University in America: A Lively
Experiment, which came out in Mar. This
book presents the issues, controversies, and
key players that formed and enabled the
American college and university to endure
as a critical institution of the nation and
society. Jean Deimler Seibert received
the College’s Meritorious Service Award
at Reunion Weekend on June 4. Jean has
served Gettysburg at the highest level, as
evidenced by her 14 years on the Board
of Trustees. She served on the Board from
1998 to 2012, when she was named a
Trustee Emeritus. She then continued to
serve on the Campaign Steering Committee.
Prior to her time on the Board of Trustees,
she was a stalwart member of the Board
of Fellows and has served on almost all of
her Reunion committees. Additionally, she
served on the Commission on the Future
as chair of multiple committees. Jean is an
attorney and partner at Caldwell & Kearns,
a Harrisburg real estate and business law
firm that she joined in 2014. Previously,
she worked for 21 years as an attorney
and partner at Wion Zulli & Seibert. Donna
Osterhoudt Schaper is senior minister
at Judson Memorial Church in NYC,
where much of her time is spent in capital
campaigns to repair, upgrade, and stabilize
the aging and historic church. In addition,

Donna is a prolific author of 30 books, most
about spiritual and material solutions to the
time famine, including Prayers for People
Who Say They Can’t Pray and Approaching
the End of Life: A Practical and Spiritual
Guide. Blase Carabello was one of three
alumni cardiologists featured in an article
in the winter 2016 issue of Gettysburg.
It was a fascinating article. Blaise is chair
of cardiology at Mount Sinai Beth Israel,
medical director of the Heart Valve Center
at The Mount Sinai Hospital, and a former
president of the Association of University
Cardiologists. I will close with sad news of
classmates who have died: James Tichenor
in Apr.; Paul Muchinsky in Sept. 2015;
and L. James Snyder, Jr. in July 2015. Our
condolences go to their families.

1970

Marsha Barger
409 Klee Mill Road
Sykesville, MD 21784
410-552-9146
robfarin@verizon.net
Gettysburg ‘70

1971

Bethany Parr-White
2012 Penn Street
Lebanon, PA 17042-5771
717-272-0806
717-813-1706 (Cell)
bethanywhite22@comcast.net
Gettysburg College Class of
1971 Reunion
We are amazing! Do you realize how many
incredible one-time only special events
happened at Gettysburg during our four
(or more) years there? At the Reunion,
they held a special program about Jesus
Christ Superstar. I was in it and learned
so much. Over 6,000 people saw the three
productions, and we seem to be the first
people in the world to produce it, legal
or not. There is a book coming out on it
soon. The next project for the Musselman
Library special collections group will
be Symposium70. We had quite a few
classmates involved in that student effort.
The Reunion was a great success. The
Alumni College courses were very well
received and well attended. I am always
surprised at how much more interesting
college is when you don’t have the pressure
of tests and grades. I believe there were over
80 classmates back, as well as spouses.
For all of you who keep asking, I am finally
retired. It still has not sunk in. I have been too
busy. I think it may sink in sometime this fall.
For now, I feel like I’m on sick leave or have
been fired and waiting for the union to save

me (again). People still come up to me and
remark how they loved the one column we
wrote to the magazine when we had no real
news, so we made it up. If you have no news,
feel free to wing it, and I will publish and let
the classmates decide. Rick Cisco asked
me why I never write about him. I replied
that I never heard from him and asked if he
wanted me to make it up. He said yes, and I
was prepared to when I got a real story from
freshman year in Paul Hall. According to my
source, there were no phones on the floor on
which Rick lived. He was always waiting for a
girl to call. So Phil Finn would yell up to the
second floor that Rick had a call. Rick would
race down to the phone and find it dangling.
Then, he’d tear back up the stairs to rip Phil
a new one, and when he’d get to Phil’s open
door, Phil’s roommate would slam it in Rick’s
face. This must be why Rick has such a
chiseled profile. If you didn’t make it to this
Reunion, we missed you and hope you will
make the next one. We looked years younger
than the Class of ’66. My thought for the day:
“We call them dumb animals because they
cannot tell us how they feel, but they do not
suffer less because they have no words.”

1972

45th Reunion Year
Chad Pilling
4220 Morris Road
Hatboro, PA 19040
215-675-4742
pillingc@jmsearch.com
Best wishes to the Class of ’72. I am happy
to say I got an unusual number of emails
from our classmates. I look forward to even
more next quarter. It was great to see my
Ice House apartment roommate and ATO
brother, Stu Lippsett in May. Georgene
and I met Stu and his wife, Ronni, for dinner
and enjoyed catching up on over 40 years.
Stu recently sold his pediatric dentistry
practice in Brick, NJ. He is finding more
time to be with his grandchildren, and he is
still an avid skier, wintering in the northern
hemisphere and summering in Chile. Rick
Busch writes that he loves his job and has
no retirement plans. Rick is a research and
development chemist in the inks, paints, and
coatings industry. In fact, it is likely that many
of us use electronic devices with printed
circuits made from inks developed by Rick.
He is married with three daughters and two
grandchildren. Rick just moved to Chicago
after living his entire life in NJ. He also
reports “the Bubble has deflated.” He lost
200 pounds and is “half the man he used
to be.” Sallie Harris Kahler also checked
in. Having married the day before the Class
of ’72 graduated, Sallie and Skip Kahler ’73
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are still living the “good life” together after
44 years. They reside in their seventh state,
NM, where Skip is a nuclear physicist at the
Los Alamos National Lab. Sallie is a retired
librarian who enjoys accompanying Skip on
his worldwide business travels. They have
three children—Tricia, an architect; Scott,
a tennis professional; and Al, a software
engineer who is married to Tammy and has
two children, Christopher and Emily. Pam
Jones Rothlisberger has happy news
to share. Her sister, Lesley, and Steve
Gutting’s brother, Scott, got married last
June. Steve and Pam went to high school
just a few miles apart in NJ. Last June, their
families spent a great weekend together in
MA celebrating the marriage of their siblings.
What a small world! As she wrote back in
May, Pam was getting ready for knee surgery
(torn meniscus) and then will retire from
teaching eighth grade math and algebra at
the end of June. Pam also gets together
with Nancy Bradstreet Jacobsen once
a year to catch up. She has a psychology
practice in Hamden, CT. Pam keeps up with
Emily Wiggin Benner and Tom Niles
on Facebook. Saddened by Mr. Gemmill’s
death, Pam remembers all the help she and
Chris Pribek received from Mr. Gemmill,
Dr. Leinbach, and many professors while
achieving their double majors in math and
business. That experience is one reason
why Pam has always felt Gettysburg was
the right place for her. Carl Witmeyer was
awarded the Betty A. Thompson Lifetime
Achievement Award by the VA State Bar’s
Family Law Section. Carl has been a litigator
for 40 years and was recognized for his
concentration in family law and his lifelong,
in-the-trenches style, as he tirelessly worked
for his clients.

1973

Steve “Triff” Triffletti
124 Long Pond Road
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-746-1464 (work)
508-746-9205 (fax)
fst@plymouthlaw.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1973
On a very sad note, Gary Betzing passed
away after a valiant battle with cancer.
During his years at Gettysburg, Gary was
a member of the SAE fraternity. He was
well-respected and known for his prized
collection of Johnny Cash records! After
graduation, Gary became a MD State
Trooper and, due to his professionalism, he
steadily ascended through the ranks of the
force. He is well remembered by his College
roommate, Bradley Brown, and his friend
Bill Shelly. Our sincere condolences go
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to Gary’s wife, Irene, his daughters Lauren
and Christine, and his cherished grandson
Parker. Keep sending your updates, and I
will include your news in the next issue!

1974

Linda Harmer Morris
601 W. San Mateo Road
Apt. #130
Santa Fe, NM 87505
609-280-7406
lindahmorris1974@gmail.com
There is not much news this time. If you
want you or your friends included, you are
going to have to contact me. I gave a party to
celebrate my first full year in Santa Fe, NM.
Gettysburg attendees included Mike and
Becky Edmiston Tomasic, Jean LeGros
’73, and my sister, Tina Harmer Squyres ’81.
Michael and Judy Aeckerle Cunningham
toured Italy in June. They visited Rome,
Pompeii, and absolutely loved the Amalfi
Coast. And sadly, Chris Wightman Klunk
lost her husband Bob ’73 after a long illness.

1975

Steve Detweiler
13303 Blackburn Station
Goshen, KY 40026
502-551-4419
stevedet.ky@gmail.com
A special thanks goes to Joan
Weinheimer Altemose for serving as our
class correspondent for many years. As her
husband Bret and I were both high school
and College friends, it seemed fitting that
I follow in her footsteps. Paul Seale was
recognized for his enduring volunteer service
to the College with a Meritorious Service
Award. Congratulations to David Stratton,
who was named to the DE Super Lawyers
List for 2016. Dave is managing partner of
Pepper Hamilton LLP’s Wilmington office.
He has more than 36 years of experience
representing debtors, creditors, and partiesin-interest as both lead and co-counsel in
bankruptcy courts in the Districts of DE and
MD, the Southern District of NY, and other
U.S. bankruptcy courts. He graduated cum
laude from the U of Pittsburgh School of
Law and is a Fellow of the American College
of Bankruptcy. As a personal note, my wife
Catherine and I have now happily lived in
the Louisville, KY, area for over 25 years.
If the Kentucky Derby is on your bucket
list, please come to visit! We made the trip
back to Gettysburg last year for our 40th
Reunion and enjoyed spending time with
old friends Bill Groves, Kathy Cox Groves
’76, Bob Norell, and Jennifer Ogden
Tooley. The College staff took great care of
us, and it was fun to see all the old familiar

and new sights on campus. Our son, Eric,
finished his PhD at the U of TX in May and
starts his full-time teaching career as an
assistant professor of English rhetoric and
composition at Middle TN State U in Aug.
Our daughter, Emily, at age 21, is still in her
“discovery” phase of life. I hope to hear from
many classmates in the months ahead and
promise to not be too jealous of those of you
who have already retired and moved into the
volunteer/travel/hobby phase of life.

1976

Debra Ann (Myers) Dykes
317 County Road 771
Ohio City, CO 81237
970-641-1966
debra.dykes9@gmail.com
I was happy to hear from two of our
classmates. Bob Crawford shared that he
and the following SAEs attended the 40th
Class Reunion—Tommy Locke, Tony
Pantaleoni, Gregg Strott, Bob Boyd,
Charlie Stefanic, Craig Ryno, Brian
Weller, Mark Wolf, Wayne Hasenbalg,
Percy Pan, Bobby Buddenbohn, Mark
McGinnis, Eddie Battisfore, Donnie
Keebler, Joe Hippensteel, and Steve
Shelly. Bob Parks wrote that he has lived
overseas for much of his life, so attending
Reunions has not been possible. Bob earned
a PhD in physics from the UVA, with a
dissertation on heavy ion nuclear physics. He
continued on for one year as an assistant
professor of physics, followed by a job
with E-Systems, later bought by Raytheon.
From 1982 until 2013, he worked on the
U-2 reconnaissance program that took him
to VA, CA, England, Germany, and South
Korea. Bob was married from 1982 to 1996.
He retired in May 2013 and moved to the
Philippines where he met his fiancé Marilou.
He and Marilou returned to the U.S. to take
care of his mother in FL, and they married
in Mar. 2015. They now reside in Palm City,
FL. Thank you, Bob, for sharing all of this
history. My husband Jeff and I are well and
sorry we could not make the Reunion. Our
29-year-old son, Jake, moved back from
Turkey to work in the U.S., and we are taking
our 14-year-old grandson with us on a trip
to Whidbey Island and Vancouver. As of the
writing of this correspondence (June 29),
there is a wild fire named Rosebud burning a
couple of miles from our house, and we are
on pre-evacuation alert. The terrain is rough
and dangerous for firefighters. If it were
not for houses and valued historic mines
nearby, the Forest Service would let the fire
burn. What is of utmost importance is the
safety of the firefighters; multiple Hot Shot
crews, planes, and helicopters are involved.
We are all praying for their safety. By the

time this is printed, the crisis will be over.
We are fortunate to be part of a supportive
community where we all take care of each
other, and we are eternally indebted to the
U.S. Forest Service firefighting teams.

1977

40th Reunion Year
Katie Jackson Rossmann
3853 Lewiston Place
Fairfax, VA 22030
703-591-0317
katie.jackson@verizon.net
In Mar. Nancy Fuchella Descano
joined the Partnership for the Delaware
Estuary as its deputy executive director.
She manages the administrative and
operational aspects of its facility, finances,
human resources, information technology,
and contracts. Most recently, Nancy served
as the interim CFO for the Latin American
Community Center in Wilmington, DE,
which followed 11 years as Blood Bank
of Delmarva’s financial controller. She
previously worked in positions of financial
management for Fortune 500 entities
including McDonald’s Corp., Avon Products,
Inc., and Scott Paper Company. She
earned her MBA in finance from the Fuqua
School of Business at Duke U. She splits
her free time in Hockessin and Rehoboth
Beach, DE. In May, J. Chris Arndt winged
his way to Thailand to visit Tom Ehrhart
and celebrate Tom’s second retirement.
They hadn’t seen each other since our
Gettysburg graduation. His 10-day visit
included touring historical sites, eating,
visiting the school where Tom taught,
and putting the fear of God into the high
school students by telling them about U.S.
professors’ academic expectations. A good
time was had by all! Chris is a professor
of history and associate dean, liberal arts,
at James Madison U in Harrisonburg, VA.
Please let us know your latest adventures!

1978

Dale Luy
3928 Greenville Road
Meyersdale, PA 15552
drl1378@aol.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1978

1979

Dianne Lappe Cooney
14 Byre Lane
Wallingford, PA 19086
484-684-9321
cooney.dianne@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1979
Barbara Myhre Koch was a keynote
speaker for the Northern NJ Go Red for
Women Luncheon in Feb. and recipient
of the 2015 American Heart Association
and American Stroke Association Lifestyle
Change Award. In June, she and Tori
Beach Dickerson attended the Gamma
Phi Beta national convention in Atlanta
and met up with two current Gettysburg
students who represented our college
chapter. With 29 years under his belt as
a TV reporter in the Tampa Bay market,
primarily for Fox 13, Ken Suarez recently
transitioned to the morning show several
days a week. He describes it as “news,
information, and fun.” On the side, Ken has
a petting zoo with about 25 unusual animals
and an animal show. He was recently guest
ringmaster for Ringling Brothers and did
his poodle act. Ken has two sons; one is
a commercial TV producer in Tampa and
the other recently received his master’s
degree from George Washington U. Jeff
Bartolino celebrated his 25th year as
in-house counsel for NJ Manufacturers
Insurance Company and looks forward to
retirement in three years. His three kids are
all gainfully employed post-college, a source
of parental pride. He remains in contact with
fellow Phi Psis Jeff Barber, Jack Howard,
Tom Tillett, Ray Laudo, and Dan Priga.
He says they “would still greet each other
with the secret handshake if only they could
remember the damn thing.” At the urging
of friends, Mary O’Mara Johnson is now
on Facebook reconnecting with others. She
spent nearly 30 years as a teacher (grades
two through eight at various times) and now
has a business helping clients to declutter
and organize belongings in their homes. Her
son is a junior at Susquehanna U. It was
great hearing through a reliable grapevine
that Pat Barnes’s son Jim is entering
Gettysburg this fall. Pat and his family of
five live in Sea Girt, NJ. Rachelle Shapiro
Magill is a long-time social worker
assisting senior citizens in the Boston area.
She visited Gettysburg in Apr. for the first
time in 20 years. She and her partner David
travel as often as they can to interesting
places. Rachelle says she has met many
nice Gettysburg alumni at the Boston-area
alumni activities. George White reports
that Lambda Chi Alpha is celebrating its
100th year on the Gettysburg campus with
special events throughout Homecoming

Weekend. Fran Cannon ’78 is chair, and
the keynote speaker is Lambda Chi brother
and former politician, physician, and author
Ron Paul ’57. Please contact the alumni
office for more information. John “Jack”
Howard Jr. received the Distinguished
Alumni Award, the Alumni Association’s
foremost honor. Finally, as a tribute to
former classmate Steve Kreseski, who
died last year of pulmonary fibrosis, his
family and friends established the Steve
Kreseski Victory Fund for Lung Healing
Research at the U of MD School of
Medicine. You can find more information
about contributing by searching online for
Steve Kreseski Victory Fund.

1980

Joseph Sacchi
572 Jackson Avenue
Washington Twp., NJ 07676
203-219-3147
LSACK1@aol.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1980
Happy Labor Day. I am writing this in late
June. Let me start with Reunion Weekend.
I was fortunate to be “back home” at
Gettysburg College to attend/crash the
Class of 1981 Reunion in early June. The
festivities (battle) started on Thursday night.
General Eric Bradford Lint and I held
the high ground at the Federal Pointe Inn
during the 1981 welcome event. It was
great to reconnect with a plethora of ’81
youngsters which, of course, ended up at the
Lincoln Diner. Friday afternoon, we received
reinforcements from Judy Ackerman
Sullivan, Megan Schaefer Curran,
Ruth Mosteller Desiderio, and Mark
Gee. Jenny Wade would have been proud
to see them nurse the Thursday casualties
back to health for a rally at the old CUB.
Luckily, Ginny Sykes Hutt and Dulaney
Foster arrived just in time to help us form
a “fish hook” protecting the open bar. The
weekend ended with Dave Shaffer and
Loren Buhle recreating Pickett’s Charge
at the Phi Psi open house event. It was so
much fun, we even found an old TKE still. It
blows my mind how easy it is to reconnect
and reminisce at every Reunion. A special
thanks goes to Dave Sibley and Lisa Reid
Scott for inviting us to their gig. It was
truly a blast. In an unrelated story, Carrie
Myers Taufic, Mary Fitzgerald, Karen
“Kaz” Zeller Pace, and Dennis Higgins
Keundig kicked off the summer with a
Memorial Day weekend dinner at Mary’s
new digs. There were lots of laughs, lots
of memories and, yeah, a little wine. On a
serious note, congratulations are in order
for our own Robert S. Jones, DO, MSc,
FACP, FIDSA, of West Reading. Robert
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are still living the “good life” together after
44 years. They reside in their seventh state,
NM, where Skip is a nuclear physicist at the
Los Alamos National Lab. Sallie is a retired
librarian who enjoys accompanying Skip on
his worldwide business travels. They have
three children—Tricia, an architect; Scott,
a tennis professional; and Al, a software
engineer who is married to Tammy and has
two children, Christopher and Emily. Pam
Jones Rothlisberger has happy news
to share. Her sister, Lesley, and Steve
Gutting’s brother, Scott, got married last
June. Steve and Pam went to high school
just a few miles apart in NJ. Last June, their
families spent a great weekend together in
MA celebrating the marriage of their siblings.
What a small world! As she wrote back in
May, Pam was getting ready for knee surgery
(torn meniscus) and then will retire from
teaching eighth grade math and algebra at
the end of June. Pam also gets together
with Nancy Bradstreet Jacobsen once
a year to catch up. She has a psychology
practice in Hamden, CT. Pam keeps up with
Emily Wiggin Benner and Tom Niles
on Facebook. Saddened by Mr. Gemmill’s
death, Pam remembers all the help she and
Chris Pribek received from Mr. Gemmill,
Dr. Leinbach, and many professors while
achieving their double majors in math and
business. That experience is one reason
why Pam has always felt Gettysburg was
the right place for her. Carl Witmeyer was
awarded the Betty A. Thompson Lifetime
Achievement Award by the VA State Bar’s
Family Law Section. Carl has been a litigator
for 40 years and was recognized for his
concentration in family law and his lifelong,
in-the-trenches style, as he tirelessly worked
for his clients.

1973

Steve “Triff” Triffletti
124 Long Pond Road
Plymouth, MA 02360
508-746-1464 (work)
508-746-9205 (fax)
fst@plymouthlaw.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1973
On a very sad note, Gary Betzing passed
away after a valiant battle with cancer.
During his years at Gettysburg, Gary was
a member of the SAE fraternity. He was
well-respected and known for his prized
collection of Johnny Cash records! After
graduation, Gary became a MD State
Trooper and, due to his professionalism, he
steadily ascended through the ranks of the
force. He is well remembered by his College
roommate, Bradley Brown, and his friend
Bill Shelly. Our sincere condolences go
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to Gary’s wife, Irene, his daughters Lauren
and Christine, and his cherished grandson
Parker. Keep sending your updates, and I
will include your news in the next issue!

1974

Linda Harmer Morris
601 W. San Mateo Road
Apt. #130
Santa Fe, NM 87505
609-280-7406
lindahmorris1974@gmail.com
There is not much news this time. If you
want you or your friends included, you are
going to have to contact me. I gave a party to
celebrate my first full year in Santa Fe, NM.
Gettysburg attendees included Mike and
Becky Edmiston Tomasic, Jean LeGros
’73, and my sister, Tina Harmer Squyres ’81.
Michael and Judy Aeckerle Cunningham
toured Italy in June. They visited Rome,
Pompeii, and absolutely loved the Amalfi
Coast. And sadly, Chris Wightman Klunk
lost her husband Bob ’73 after a long illness.

1975

Steve Detweiler
13303 Blackburn Station
Goshen, KY 40026
502-551-4419
stevedet.ky@gmail.com
A special thanks goes to Joan
Weinheimer Altemose for serving as our
class correspondent for many years. As her
husband Bret and I were both high school
and College friends, it seemed fitting that
I follow in her footsteps. Paul Seale was
recognized for his enduring volunteer service
to the College with a Meritorious Service
Award. Congratulations to David Stratton,
who was named to the DE Super Lawyers
List for 2016. Dave is managing partner of
Pepper Hamilton LLP’s Wilmington office.
He has more than 36 years of experience
representing debtors, creditors, and partiesin-interest as both lead and co-counsel in
bankruptcy courts in the Districts of DE and
MD, the Southern District of NY, and other
U.S. bankruptcy courts. He graduated cum
laude from the U of Pittsburgh School of
Law and is a Fellow of the American College
of Bankruptcy. As a personal note, my wife
Catherine and I have now happily lived in
the Louisville, KY, area for over 25 years.
If the Kentucky Derby is on your bucket
list, please come to visit! We made the trip
back to Gettysburg last year for our 40th
Reunion and enjoyed spending time with
old friends Bill Groves, Kathy Cox Groves
’76, Bob Norell, and Jennifer Ogden
Tooley. The College staff took great care of
us, and it was fun to see all the old familiar

and new sights on campus. Our son, Eric,
finished his PhD at the U of TX in May and
starts his full-time teaching career as an
assistant professor of English rhetoric and
composition at Middle TN State U in Aug.
Our daughter, Emily, at age 21, is still in her
“discovery” phase of life. I hope to hear from
many classmates in the months ahead and
promise to not be too jealous of those of you
who have already retired and moved into the
volunteer/travel/hobby phase of life.

1976

Debra Ann (Myers) Dykes
317 County Road 771
Ohio City, CO 81237
970-641-1966
debra.dykes9@gmail.com
I was happy to hear from two of our
classmates. Bob Crawford shared that he
and the following SAEs attended the 40th
Class Reunion—Tommy Locke, Tony
Pantaleoni, Gregg Strott, Bob Boyd,
Charlie Stefanic, Craig Ryno, Brian
Weller, Mark Wolf, Wayne Hasenbalg,
Percy Pan, Bobby Buddenbohn, Mark
McGinnis, Eddie Battisfore, Donnie
Keebler, Joe Hippensteel, and Steve
Shelly. Bob Parks wrote that he has lived
overseas for much of his life, so attending
Reunions has not been possible. Bob earned
a PhD in physics from the UVA, with a
dissertation on heavy ion nuclear physics. He
continued on for one year as an assistant
professor of physics, followed by a job
with E-Systems, later bought by Raytheon.
From 1982 until 2013, he worked on the
U-2 reconnaissance program that took him
to VA, CA, England, Germany, and South
Korea. Bob was married from 1982 to 1996.
He retired in May 2013 and moved to the
Philippines where he met his fiancé Marilou.
He and Marilou returned to the U.S. to take
care of his mother in FL, and they married
in Mar. 2015. They now reside in Palm City,
FL. Thank you, Bob, for sharing all of this
history. My husband Jeff and I are well and
sorry we could not make the Reunion. Our
29-year-old son, Jake, moved back from
Turkey to work in the U.S., and we are taking
our 14-year-old grandson with us on a trip
to Whidbey Island and Vancouver. As of the
writing of this correspondence (June 29),
there is a wild fire named Rosebud burning a
couple of miles from our house, and we are
on pre-evacuation alert. The terrain is rough
and dangerous for firefighters. If it were
not for houses and valued historic mines
nearby, the Forest Service would let the fire
burn. What is of utmost importance is the
safety of the firefighters; multiple Hot Shot
crews, planes, and helicopters are involved.
We are all praying for their safety. By the

time this is printed, the crisis will be over.
We are fortunate to be part of a supportive
community where we all take care of each
other, and we are eternally indebted to the
U.S. Forest Service firefighting teams.

1977

40th Reunion Year
Katie Jackson Rossmann
3853 Lewiston Place
Fairfax, VA 22030
703-591-0317
katie.jackson@verizon.net
In Mar. Nancy Fuchella Descano
joined the Partnership for the Delaware
Estuary as its deputy executive director.
She manages the administrative and
operational aspects of its facility, finances,
human resources, information technology,
and contracts. Most recently, Nancy served
as the interim CFO for the Latin American
Community Center in Wilmington, DE,
which followed 11 years as Blood Bank
of Delmarva’s financial controller. She
previously worked in positions of financial
management for Fortune 500 entities
including McDonald’s Corp., Avon Products,
Inc., and Scott Paper Company. She
earned her MBA in finance from the Fuqua
School of Business at Duke U. She splits
her free time in Hockessin and Rehoboth
Beach, DE. In May, J. Chris Arndt winged
his way to Thailand to visit Tom Ehrhart
and celebrate Tom’s second retirement.
They hadn’t seen each other since our
Gettysburg graduation. His 10-day visit
included touring historical sites, eating,
visiting the school where Tom taught,
and putting the fear of God into the high
school students by telling them about U.S.
professors’ academic expectations. A good
time was had by all! Chris is a professor
of history and associate dean, liberal arts,
at James Madison U in Harrisonburg, VA.
Please let us know your latest adventures!

1978

Dale Luy
3928 Greenville Road
Meyersdale, PA 15552
drl1378@aol.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1978

1979

Dianne Lappe Cooney
14 Byre Lane
Wallingford, PA 19086
484-684-9321
cooney.dianne@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1979
Barbara Myhre Koch was a keynote
speaker for the Northern NJ Go Red for
Women Luncheon in Feb. and recipient
of the 2015 American Heart Association
and American Stroke Association Lifestyle
Change Award. In June, she and Tori
Beach Dickerson attended the Gamma
Phi Beta national convention in Atlanta
and met up with two current Gettysburg
students who represented our college
chapter. With 29 years under his belt as
a TV reporter in the Tampa Bay market,
primarily for Fox 13, Ken Suarez recently
transitioned to the morning show several
days a week. He describes it as “news,
information, and fun.” On the side, Ken has
a petting zoo with about 25 unusual animals
and an animal show. He was recently guest
ringmaster for Ringling Brothers and did
his poodle act. Ken has two sons; one is
a commercial TV producer in Tampa and
the other recently received his master’s
degree from George Washington U. Jeff
Bartolino celebrated his 25th year as
in-house counsel for NJ Manufacturers
Insurance Company and looks forward to
retirement in three years. His three kids are
all gainfully employed post-college, a source
of parental pride. He remains in contact with
fellow Phi Psis Jeff Barber, Jack Howard,
Tom Tillett, Ray Laudo, and Dan Priga.
He says they “would still greet each other
with the secret handshake if only they could
remember the damn thing.” At the urging
of friends, Mary O’Mara Johnson is now
on Facebook reconnecting with others. She
spent nearly 30 years as a teacher (grades
two through eight at various times) and now
has a business helping clients to declutter
and organize belongings in their homes. Her
son is a junior at Susquehanna U. It was
great hearing through a reliable grapevine
that Pat Barnes’s son Jim is entering
Gettysburg this fall. Pat and his family of
five live in Sea Girt, NJ. Rachelle Shapiro
Magill is a long-time social worker
assisting senior citizens in the Boston area.
She visited Gettysburg in Apr. for the first
time in 20 years. She and her partner David
travel as often as they can to interesting
places. Rachelle says she has met many
nice Gettysburg alumni at the Boston-area
alumni activities. George White reports
that Lambda Chi Alpha is celebrating its
100th year on the Gettysburg campus with
special events throughout Homecoming

Weekend. Fran Cannon ’78 is chair, and
the keynote speaker is Lambda Chi brother
and former politician, physician, and author
Ron Paul ’57. Please contact the alumni
office for more information. John “Jack”
Howard Jr. received the Distinguished
Alumni Award, the Alumni Association’s
foremost honor. Finally, as a tribute to
former classmate Steve Kreseski, who
died last year of pulmonary fibrosis, his
family and friends established the Steve
Kreseski Victory Fund for Lung Healing
Research at the U of MD School of
Medicine. You can find more information
about contributing by searching online for
Steve Kreseski Victory Fund.

1980

Joseph Sacchi
572 Jackson Avenue
Washington Twp., NJ 07676
203-219-3147
LSACK1@aol.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1980
Happy Labor Day. I am writing this in late
June. Let me start with Reunion Weekend.
I was fortunate to be “back home” at
Gettysburg College to attend/crash the
Class of 1981 Reunion in early June. The
festivities (battle) started on Thursday night.
General Eric Bradford Lint and I held
the high ground at the Federal Pointe Inn
during the 1981 welcome event. It was
great to reconnect with a plethora of ’81
youngsters which, of course, ended up at the
Lincoln Diner. Friday afternoon, we received
reinforcements from Judy Ackerman
Sullivan, Megan Schaefer Curran,
Ruth Mosteller Desiderio, and Mark
Gee. Jenny Wade would have been proud
to see them nurse the Thursday casualties
back to health for a rally at the old CUB.
Luckily, Ginny Sykes Hutt and Dulaney
Foster arrived just in time to help us form
a “fish hook” protecting the open bar. The
weekend ended with Dave Shaffer and
Loren Buhle recreating Pickett’s Charge
at the Phi Psi open house event. It was so
much fun, we even found an old TKE still. It
blows my mind how easy it is to reconnect
and reminisce at every Reunion. A special
thanks goes to Dave Sibley and Lisa Reid
Scott for inviting us to their gig. It was
truly a blast. In an unrelated story, Carrie
Myers Taufic, Mary Fitzgerald, Karen
“Kaz” Zeller Pace, and Dennis Higgins
Keundig kicked off the summer with a
Memorial Day weekend dinner at Mary’s
new digs. There were lots of laughs, lots
of memories and, yeah, a little wine. On a
serious note, congratulations are in order
for our own Robert S. Jones, DO, MSc,
FACP, FIDSA, of West Reading. Robert

39
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was recently re-elected to serve on the
Board of Trustees of the Pennsylvania
Osteopathic Medical Association (POMA), a
statewide organization for physicians holding
the Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO)
degree. I am signing off for now as I am off
to VA Beach. The weather is here; I wish you
were beautiful. The skies are too clear; life is
easy today. There’s no place like home when
it’s this far away. Keep in touch. Go, Bullets!

1981

Mary Higley
6638 Trident Way
Naples, FL 34108
fussymary@aol.com
Gettysburg College–Class of 1981
Our 35th Reunion Weekend in June got
off to a great start when Skip Cowen
hosted a small private party at the Federal
Pointe Inn. For those of you who have not
been to Gettysburg for several years, the
Federal Pointe Inn is the old schoolhouse
located at the intersection of Rt. 30 West
and Springs Ave., on the way to the Pizza
Hut (which is still there, believe it or not).
I am guessing that 65 people attended
Skip’s party—including some guests from
other classes. Many thanks go to Dave
Sibley for helping coordinate the party.
The Reunion was well attended, and the
questionable weather did not put too
much of a damper on things. A highlight
of the weekend was the performance of
Pennington Station (formerly known as
Prime Time) at our class social. Another
highlight was when our class received
the Verna A. Schwartz ’13 Reunion Fund
Trophy for the largest class gift. A big
“thank you” goes to the Class of ’81
donors who contributed over $280,000
in cash and pledges. A second “thank
you” goes to the Class of ’81 Reunion
Planning Committee for organizing a
fun weekend. Linda Luttrell Hayden
retired from the U of NH last Dec. She
hopes to continue teaching group fitness
and American Red Cross CPR/first aid
classes part time and for fun. Linda was
unable to make the Reunion because
her son was graduating from high school.
Christopher Jentsch was a recipient
of one of this year’s Chamber Music
American New Jazz Works commissions
supported by the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation. Chris is writing an extended
work based on themes from American
history for his nine-piece chamber jazz
ensemble, Jentsch Group No Net. This
is on the heels of Chris’s third NY State
Council on the Arts Individual Composer
Commission. Carol Shoaff Viehe moved
to Pittsburgh after graduation and has

40

To post news, click myGettysburg at www.gettysburg.edu

been there since. Last year, she and her
husband Stephen celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary, wrote their final
college tuition check, and she retired for
the second and final time. With both of
her sons out of college and working, she
is able to spend extra time in Naples, FL,
where she and Stephen hang out with
my husband and me. Jane Beacham
Barber has lived in southern VA since
2005. She works at Capital One in
Richmond as an IT manager. She and her
husband, Dick Barber, have been married
for almost 30 years. Their daughter
Victoria recently graduated from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
at Tufts in May. As I was finalizing this
column, I heard from my good friend
Kathryn Kolsky, who earned her PhD
at Carnegie Mellon U and currently works
as a medical physicist at the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, MN. Her daughter Sophia
is turning 21 this summer. Her 15-yearold son Soren has inherited her height
gene and is already 6-foot-3! Mark
Hourigan received the Distinguished
Alumni Award, the Alumni Association’s
foremost award.

1982

35th Reunion Year
Kelly Woods Lynch
90 Springs Avenue
Gettysburg, PA 17325
kelly.lynch@yahoo.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1982
Greetings, classmates! There are not many
updates, but I do have one sad piece of news
to report. Those of you in our Facebook
group will already be familiar with this, but
due to the publication schedule of class
notes, this did not make it into our column
at the time. Last summer, we lost our dear
friend and classmate Paul Reber following
a bicycle accident. A lifelong history buff,
Paul was the executive director at Stratford
Hall, the birthplace of Robert E. Lee. I
encourage you to take a moment to think
of Paul and to read the full story in his local
Fredericksburg, VA, newspaper from last
summer. You can find it here: www.bitly.com/
paulreber. Don’t forget—we’re less than one
year away from our next Reunion: June 2–3,
2017. In fact, Laura Howland Lockerbie
got a head start recently by swinging through
campus for the first time in three decades!
Start spreading the word now so that we can
have another record-breaker, and shoot me
an email if you’re interested in being part of
the Reunion committee! Helping out in the
planning will only require as much time as
you have to spare, I promise. Also, remember

to join our Facebook group to keep up-todate: search Gettysburg College Class of
1982. Take care and be well, friends.

1983

Leslie Cole
184 Laurel Bridge Road
Landenberg, PA 19350
610-274-3385 (home)
484-888-3280 (cell)
leslie.cole22@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1983
For several classmates, yoga was in the air
this spring. Rhonda Linnett Graber spent
a month in the Bahamas at a yoga retreat
where she received her teaching certification
in the Sivananda lineage of yoga. Mary Pat
Mielach Forenza is also working on a
200-hour yoga teacher training certification
and plans to practice what she’s learning
this summer with kids at a pre-K summer
program. Ruah Fuller Seidel and Kari
Williams spent a week at a yoga retreat in
a monastery south of Sorrento, Italy. Their
days were spent doing yoga outside on a
veranda overlooking the Mediterranean and
hiking the countryside between classes.
Afterwards, they spent two days enjoying
the beautiful town of Positano. Earlier this
spring, I spent a few days with Ruah in NY
exploring museums, walking a bunch, and
not doing yoga. We had a fabulous lunch
with Susan Selby Ciambra, who works
downtown and is still vice president of sales
at SmartStream Technologies Ltd. Her work,
two boys, and husband keep her busy and
happy, and our lunch was filled with laughs.
Cindy Hooper Bell still works at the
Agnes Irwin School in Rosemont, PA, where
she was recently named assistant athletic
director. She coaches tennis, softball, and
teaches middle school physical education.
She wrote about a May trip with classmates
to celebrate their 55th birthdays. They
went to Lisa Loew Wilson’s vacation/
retirement house in Asheville, NC. Cindy
and Lisa were joined by Maureen Chetkin
Rubino, Glenda Laudenberg Dornes,
Deb Merriman Prendergast, Betsy
Ericson Charpentier, and Deb Lease
Stafford. They were missing the eighth
member of their house on Stratton Street,
Beth Hetley, who died of cancer several
years ago. Deb Stafford’s daughter, Lauren,
is getting married next year, and everyone
else can boast happy and healthy families.
Brad and I plan to do the Skyline Drive and
stay in Shenandoah National Park this fall
after a visit to Asheville. I’m eager to see the
Biltmore Estate and walk the grounds. I hear
the city is fantastic. What are you all up to?
Enjoy the fall!

1984

David Schafer
676 Windsor Drive
Westminster, MD 21158
443-789-1271
davidschafer62@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1984

1985

Kathy Reese Laing
1812 Hanover Avenue
Richmond, VA 23220
klaing@richmond.edu
Gettysburg College Class of 1985
Joe Lynch reports Ray Condren was
recently announced as a member of the
ballot for the 2017 National Football
Foundation (NFF) College Football Hall
of Fame Class. Voting ends June 20, and
the announcement of the 2017 class will
be made Jan. 6, 2017 in Tampa, FL. So if
you hear that Ray is heading to Tampa that
weekend, it’s good news. We may not have
realized it when we were in school, but Ray
was a pivotal component of Gettysburg’s
success on the gridiron in the early 1980s.
The 6 foot, 200-pound fullback out of
Swarthmore, PA, gained more than 3,300
yards during his tenure with the Orange and
Blue. Most of that yardage came in his final
two seasons when he was tabbed American
Football Coaches Association (AFCA)
Division III All-America First Team, twice.
Gettysburg claimed its first conference title
in 19 seasons in 1983 as Condren bulled
his way to 1,094 yards and 10 touchdowns.
In 1984, the Bullets once again took
home the Centennial Conference trophy
with the fullback posting a school record
1,449 rushing yards to go with a dozen
touchdowns. Condren finished second in all
of Division III in rushing average during his
senior campaign. Condren was twice named
All-Centennial Conference First Team and
All-ECAC First Team, in addition to being
named the ECAC Player of the Year in
1984. His career totals of 3,312 rushing
yards and 32 touchdowns were each the
second-best in school history at the time
of his graduation. He was inducted into
Gettysburg’s Hall of Athletic Honor in his first
year of eligibility in 1995. Joe Lynch and
David Salisbury are among classmates
who have caught the biking craze and were
spotted biking together during Gettysburg’s
Bike Week in hot July. Congratulations to
many of our classmates who have kids who
recently graduated from college. There are
a lot of us! Don’t forget to fill me in on some
class news for our next issue.

1986

Greetings! I am finally back to reality after
gathering on campus to celebrate our 30th
Reunion! With 75 alumni returning, it was
such a great weekend! The time flew by
too quickly and each Reunion activity was
excellent. We enjoyed Friday night cocktails
at Theta Chi, followed by an “All Reunion
’80s Dance Party” at FIJI. Saturday’s weather
was gorgeous, and there were lots of
activities around campus to choose from:
a class barbecue, class picture, various
seminars held on campus, battlefield walks,
and lots of shopping and dining around
town in the new boutiques and restaurants.
Saturday night was our class dinner out
on the patio behind the Bullet Hole, which
was followed by a spectacular fireworks
display! Thank you to all who attended. It
was so good to see everybody and have this
uninterrupted time to catch up and enjoy
being back on campus! Also, a big thank
you goes to the entire Reunion planning
committee! The Reunion’s success was
due to a huge group effort. We could not
have done this without your help. We broke
records with our fundraising efforts! We had
105 alumni donate to our school, and we
raised $137,350.52 in gifts and pledges!
Wow! This was a 69 percent increase over
our class’s fundraising in 2015. So another
big thank you to all of you who donated!
Finally—while this is fresh on my mind—
who out there has an original copy of our
“Pigbook?” If you do, please send it to me! I
will get you back your original, but we need
the book for some 35th Reunion planning.
Remember, please send me all of your news.
It is always so nice to hear from everybody!

College and has been on the faculty since
2000. She had previously been the chair
of the psychology department. She also
continues to play softball, harkening back
to her days when she played for the Bullets.
Bob Palmer recently had breakfast
with fellow Lambda Chi members Bruce
Braunewell and Eric Toburen. Bruce is a
partner with the Clifton Larson accounting
firm in Plymouth Meeting and has been
spending time at the U of Richmond where
his daughter is the freshman field hockey
goalie. The Spiders also have or will have
Nick Trainer and John Fell’s ’85 children
there. Eric, famously known for his soccer
somersault throw-in at the ’Burg, has started
his own IT business and has three kids—one
of whom is at James Madison U. Bruce
stays in touch with Ed Partlow who works
for AT&T in Colorado and Ted and Laura
Harris Helwig who live in Warrington, PA.
Bob has also seen Dave Richards on the
soccer field. Dave and Janis Vosburgh
Richards live in Havertown, PA, where they
have a senior in high school and a daughter
at Drexel. Bob also sees Clare Marino
Girton and husband Darren ’86, as well as
Maude Fanelli Dinda around town. As for
Bob, he is running a mezzanine fund outside
of Philadelphia where he lives with his wife
and three children. Lambda Chi’s 100th
anniversary is in the fall, and they are hoping
for a strong turnout for that anniversary, as
well as our class’s 30th Reunion. I played
in the Orange and Blue Club’s annual
golf outing with John Miller ’83, Tommy
Donegan ’89, and Matt Rockstroh, where
we took a third in the afternoon scramble.
I saw Scott Kremp there, and he was
discussing the latest “boys” trip out to the
West Coast for baseball this summer. Jim
Myrtetus also appeared to be having a
good time during his weekend reunion
stint at the ’Burg, along with many of our
classmates from the Class of ’86. Hope to
see everyone at our Reunion next spring
from June 2–4.

1987

1988

Liz LaForte
2248 Meadowbrook Drive SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
319-270-2160
liz@laforteconsulting.com
Gettysburg College Class of ’86Class Page

30th Reunion Year
Jim Anderson
13 Bay Hill Road
Leonardo, NJ 07737
732-291-3626
andersonj27@me.com
Gettysburg College Class of
1987–25th Reunion
Bob Johnson, principal of Cap Gemini,
has been named the board chair of New
Hope Enterprises in Atlanta. Kathy
Doherty lives in Mechanicsburg, PA, with
her wife of 23 years. She is the associate
provost at Harrisburg Area Community

Gettysburg College Class of 1988

If anyone is interested in taking over the
class correspondent position, please
contact Joe Lynch ’85 at jlynch@
gettysburg.edu or 717-337-6522.

1989

Patty Hunter Lovett
9000 Copenhaver Drive
Potomac, MD 20854
301-838-4533
pattylovett@verizon.net
Gettysburg College Class of 1989
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was recently re-elected to serve on the
Board of Trustees of the Pennsylvania
Osteopathic Medical Association (POMA), a
statewide organization for physicians holding
the Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO)
degree. I am signing off for now as I am off
to VA Beach. The weather is here; I wish you
were beautiful. The skies are too clear; life is
easy today. There’s no place like home when
it’s this far away. Keep in touch. Go, Bullets!

1981

Mary Higley
6638 Trident Way
Naples, FL 34108
fussymary@aol.com
Gettysburg College–Class of 1981
Our 35th Reunion Weekend in June got
off to a great start when Skip Cowen
hosted a small private party at the Federal
Pointe Inn. For those of you who have not
been to Gettysburg for several years, the
Federal Pointe Inn is the old schoolhouse
located at the intersection of Rt. 30 West
and Springs Ave., on the way to the Pizza
Hut (which is still there, believe it or not).
I am guessing that 65 people attended
Skip’s party—including some guests from
other classes. Many thanks go to Dave
Sibley for helping coordinate the party.
The Reunion was well attended, and the
questionable weather did not put too
much of a damper on things. A highlight
of the weekend was the performance of
Pennington Station (formerly known as
Prime Time) at our class social. Another
highlight was when our class received
the Verna A. Schwartz ’13 Reunion Fund
Trophy for the largest class gift. A big
“thank you” goes to the Class of ’81
donors who contributed over $280,000
in cash and pledges. A second “thank
you” goes to the Class of ’81 Reunion
Planning Committee for organizing a
fun weekend. Linda Luttrell Hayden
retired from the U of NH last Dec. She
hopes to continue teaching group fitness
and American Red Cross CPR/first aid
classes part time and for fun. Linda was
unable to make the Reunion because
her son was graduating from high school.
Christopher Jentsch was a recipient
of one of this year’s Chamber Music
American New Jazz Works commissions
supported by the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation. Chris is writing an extended
work based on themes from American
history for his nine-piece chamber jazz
ensemble, Jentsch Group No Net. This
is on the heels of Chris’s third NY State
Council on the Arts Individual Composer
Commission. Carol Shoaff Viehe moved
to Pittsburgh after graduation and has

40

To post news, click myGettysburg at www.gettysburg.edu

been there since. Last year, she and her
husband Stephen celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary, wrote their final
college tuition check, and she retired for
the second and final time. With both of
her sons out of college and working, she
is able to spend extra time in Naples, FL,
where she and Stephen hang out with
my husband and me. Jane Beacham
Barber has lived in southern VA since
2005. She works at Capital One in
Richmond as an IT manager. She and her
husband, Dick Barber, have been married
for almost 30 years. Their daughter
Victoria recently graduated from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy
at Tufts in May. As I was finalizing this
column, I heard from my good friend
Kathryn Kolsky, who earned her PhD
at Carnegie Mellon U and currently works
as a medical physicist at the Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, MN. Her daughter Sophia
is turning 21 this summer. Her 15-yearold son Soren has inherited her height
gene and is already 6-foot-3! Mark
Hourigan received the Distinguished
Alumni Award, the Alumni Association’s
foremost award.

1982

35th Reunion Year
Kelly Woods Lynch
90 Springs Avenue
Gettysburg, PA 17325
kelly.lynch@yahoo.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1982
Greetings, classmates! There are not many
updates, but I do have one sad piece of news
to report. Those of you in our Facebook
group will already be familiar with this, but
due to the publication schedule of class
notes, this did not make it into our column
at the time. Last summer, we lost our dear
friend and classmate Paul Reber following
a bicycle accident. A lifelong history buff,
Paul was the executive director at Stratford
Hall, the birthplace of Robert E. Lee. I
encourage you to take a moment to think
of Paul and to read the full story in his local
Fredericksburg, VA, newspaper from last
summer. You can find it here: www.bitly.com/
paulreber. Don’t forget—we’re less than one
year away from our next Reunion: June 2–3,
2017. In fact, Laura Howland Lockerbie
got a head start recently by swinging through
campus for the first time in three decades!
Start spreading the word now so that we can
have another record-breaker, and shoot me
an email if you’re interested in being part of
the Reunion committee! Helping out in the
planning will only require as much time as
you have to spare, I promise. Also, remember

to join our Facebook group to keep up-todate: search Gettysburg College Class of
1982. Take care and be well, friends.

1983

Leslie Cole
184 Laurel Bridge Road
Landenberg, PA 19350
610-274-3385 (home)
484-888-3280 (cell)
leslie.cole22@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1983
For several classmates, yoga was in the air
this spring. Rhonda Linnett Graber spent
a month in the Bahamas at a yoga retreat
where she received her teaching certification
in the Sivananda lineage of yoga. Mary Pat
Mielach Forenza is also working on a
200-hour yoga teacher training certification
and plans to practice what she’s learning
this summer with kids at a pre-K summer
program. Ruah Fuller Seidel and Kari
Williams spent a week at a yoga retreat in
a monastery south of Sorrento, Italy. Their
days were spent doing yoga outside on a
veranda overlooking the Mediterranean and
hiking the countryside between classes.
Afterwards, they spent two days enjoying
the beautiful town of Positano. Earlier this
spring, I spent a few days with Ruah in NY
exploring museums, walking a bunch, and
not doing yoga. We had a fabulous lunch
with Susan Selby Ciambra, who works
downtown and is still vice president of sales
at SmartStream Technologies Ltd. Her work,
two boys, and husband keep her busy and
happy, and our lunch was filled with laughs.
Cindy Hooper Bell still works at the
Agnes Irwin School in Rosemont, PA, where
she was recently named assistant athletic
director. She coaches tennis, softball, and
teaches middle school physical education.
She wrote about a May trip with classmates
to celebrate their 55th birthdays. They
went to Lisa Loew Wilson’s vacation/
retirement house in Asheville, NC. Cindy
and Lisa were joined by Maureen Chetkin
Rubino, Glenda Laudenberg Dornes,
Deb Merriman Prendergast, Betsy
Ericson Charpentier, and Deb Lease
Stafford. They were missing the eighth
member of their house on Stratton Street,
Beth Hetley, who died of cancer several
years ago. Deb Stafford’s daughter, Lauren,
is getting married next year, and everyone
else can boast happy and healthy families.
Brad and I plan to do the Skyline Drive and
stay in Shenandoah National Park this fall
after a visit to Asheville. I’m eager to see the
Biltmore Estate and walk the grounds. I hear
the city is fantastic. What are you all up to?
Enjoy the fall!

1984

David Schafer
676 Windsor Drive
Westminster, MD 21158
443-789-1271
davidschafer62@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1984

1985

Kathy Reese Laing
1812 Hanover Avenue
Richmond, VA 23220
klaing@richmond.edu
Gettysburg College Class of 1985
Joe Lynch reports Ray Condren was
recently announced as a member of the
ballot for the 2017 National Football
Foundation (NFF) College Football Hall
of Fame Class. Voting ends June 20, and
the announcement of the 2017 class will
be made Jan. 6, 2017 in Tampa, FL. So if
you hear that Ray is heading to Tampa that
weekend, it’s good news. We may not have
realized it when we were in school, but Ray
was a pivotal component of Gettysburg’s
success on the gridiron in the early 1980s.
The 6 foot, 200-pound fullback out of
Swarthmore, PA, gained more than 3,300
yards during his tenure with the Orange and
Blue. Most of that yardage came in his final
two seasons when he was tabbed American
Football Coaches Association (AFCA)
Division III All-America First Team, twice.
Gettysburg claimed its first conference title
in 19 seasons in 1983 as Condren bulled
his way to 1,094 yards and 10 touchdowns.
In 1984, the Bullets once again took
home the Centennial Conference trophy
with the fullback posting a school record
1,449 rushing yards to go with a dozen
touchdowns. Condren finished second in all
of Division III in rushing average during his
senior campaign. Condren was twice named
All-Centennial Conference First Team and
All-ECAC First Team, in addition to being
named the ECAC Player of the Year in
1984. His career totals of 3,312 rushing
yards and 32 touchdowns were each the
second-best in school history at the time
of his graduation. He was inducted into
Gettysburg’s Hall of Athletic Honor in his first
year of eligibility in 1995. Joe Lynch and
David Salisbury are among classmates
who have caught the biking craze and were
spotted biking together during Gettysburg’s
Bike Week in hot July. Congratulations to
many of our classmates who have kids who
recently graduated from college. There are
a lot of us! Don’t forget to fill me in on some
class news for our next issue.

1986

Greetings! I am finally back to reality after
gathering on campus to celebrate our 30th
Reunion! With 75 alumni returning, it was
such a great weekend! The time flew by
too quickly and each Reunion activity was
excellent. We enjoyed Friday night cocktails
at Theta Chi, followed by an “All Reunion
’80s Dance Party” at FIJI. Saturday’s weather
was gorgeous, and there were lots of
activities around campus to choose from:
a class barbecue, class picture, various
seminars held on campus, battlefield walks,
and lots of shopping and dining around
town in the new boutiques and restaurants.
Saturday night was our class dinner out
on the patio behind the Bullet Hole, which
was followed by a spectacular fireworks
display! Thank you to all who attended. It
was so good to see everybody and have this
uninterrupted time to catch up and enjoy
being back on campus! Also, a big thank
you goes to the entire Reunion planning
committee! The Reunion’s success was
due to a huge group effort. We could not
have done this without your help. We broke
records with our fundraising efforts! We had
105 alumni donate to our school, and we
raised $137,350.52 in gifts and pledges!
Wow! This was a 69 percent increase over
our class’s fundraising in 2015. So another
big thank you to all of you who donated!
Finally—while this is fresh on my mind—
who out there has an original copy of our
“Pigbook?” If you do, please send it to me! I
will get you back your original, but we need
the book for some 35th Reunion planning.
Remember, please send me all of your news.
It is always so nice to hear from everybody!

College and has been on the faculty since
2000. She had previously been the chair
of the psychology department. She also
continues to play softball, harkening back
to her days when she played for the Bullets.
Bob Palmer recently had breakfast
with fellow Lambda Chi members Bruce
Braunewell and Eric Toburen. Bruce is a
partner with the Clifton Larson accounting
firm in Plymouth Meeting and has been
spending time at the U of Richmond where
his daughter is the freshman field hockey
goalie. The Spiders also have or will have
Nick Trainer and John Fell’s ’85 children
there. Eric, famously known for his soccer
somersault throw-in at the ’Burg, has started
his own IT business and has three kids—one
of whom is at James Madison U. Bruce
stays in touch with Ed Partlow who works
for AT&T in Colorado and Ted and Laura
Harris Helwig who live in Warrington, PA.
Bob has also seen Dave Richards on the
soccer field. Dave and Janis Vosburgh
Richards live in Havertown, PA, where they
have a senior in high school and a daughter
at Drexel. Bob also sees Clare Marino
Girton and husband Darren ’86, as well as
Maude Fanelli Dinda around town. As for
Bob, he is running a mezzanine fund outside
of Philadelphia where he lives with his wife
and three children. Lambda Chi’s 100th
anniversary is in the fall, and they are hoping
for a strong turnout for that anniversary, as
well as our class’s 30th Reunion. I played
in the Orange and Blue Club’s annual
golf outing with John Miller ’83, Tommy
Donegan ’89, and Matt Rockstroh, where
we took a third in the afternoon scramble.
I saw Scott Kremp there, and he was
discussing the latest “boys” trip out to the
West Coast for baseball this summer. Jim
Myrtetus also appeared to be having a
good time during his weekend reunion
stint at the ’Burg, along with many of our
classmates from the Class of ’86. Hope to
see everyone at our Reunion next spring
from June 2–4.

1987

1988

Liz LaForte
2248 Meadowbrook Drive SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
319-270-2160
liz@laforteconsulting.com
Gettysburg College Class of ’86Class Page

30th Reunion Year
Jim Anderson
13 Bay Hill Road
Leonardo, NJ 07737
732-291-3626
andersonj27@me.com
Gettysburg College Class of
1987–25th Reunion
Bob Johnson, principal of Cap Gemini,
has been named the board chair of New
Hope Enterprises in Atlanta. Kathy
Doherty lives in Mechanicsburg, PA, with
her wife of 23 years. She is the associate
provost at Harrisburg Area Community

Gettysburg College Class of 1988

If anyone is interested in taking over the
class correspondent position, please
contact Joe Lynch ’85 at jlynch@
gettysburg.edu or 717-337-6522.

1989

Patty Hunter Lovett
9000 Copenhaver Drive
Potomac, MD 20854
301-838-4533
pattylovett@verizon.net
Gettysburg College Class of 1989
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1990

Amy E. Tarallo
PO Box 214
Elkins, NH 03233
603-548-4706
aetarallo@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of ’90
Happy fall! I heard from Steve Mannion,
fellow ’86 classmate of Ridgewood High
School, with some news and an article
including the following: The Ridgewood
High School Alumni Association is pleased
to announce the revitalization of the
Distinguished Alumni Award. One of the
honored inductees was our classmate,
Steve! Please see more information
and a fabulous picture via the following
link: www.rhsalumniassociation.org/
distinguished-alumni-detail.php. Steve
reports that all is well with his family in
NJ. In Steve’s words, “Kids are still calling
me dad, and my wife is still calling me
for dinner!” Steve has been in his current
role as U.S. Magistrate Judge for the U.S.
District Court, District of NJ, for 3 1/2
years. He manages approximately 650 civil
cases for the court and 300 criminal cases.
He has also reached his 12-year milestone
with the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve. Good
for you, Steve! Steve sends news of two
other alumni. Special Agent Michael
Gaeta is working in Rome, Italy for three
years. As a veteran mob investigator,
Special Agent Gaeta led the FIFA
investigation. Steve also passed on news
about Steve Kletter, who reports that he
continues work in D.C. as an economist for
Charles River Associates. Steve and his
family live in VA, and he does his best to
keep up with his two sons and their various
athletic and artistic pursuits. Lauren
Castello Driscoll has a new role as
project manager for the Analytical Testing
Department within the Science Division
at Almac Group. Almac is a company
that helps pharmaceutical companies
with clinical trials and assessments of
new drugs. She and her husband John
reside in Pottstown, PA. Good luck with
your new position, Lauren! Jenn Lasher
Angell received her British citizenship
this past Apr. In Jenn’s words, “God
save the Queen!” She enjoyed a lovely
ceremony at the town hall with friends and
family, including her husband Peter. Jenn
continues her work in television and spent
her summer working the French Open in
Paris and the U.S. Open in NYC. That’s all
for now—stay well, everyone, and keep the
news coming!
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1991

Michelle Lynette Hughes
4042 Kimberley Glen Court
Chantilly, VA 20151
703-969-6180
mhughes1969@yahoo.com
Our 25th Reunion took place in early June.
Almost 250 were present for this Reunion.
Many of us submitted photos for the slide
show which brought back some humorous
memories, and we wondered, “Was I really
that young once?” Some of us remembered
people’s first and last names (Shama
Mir, Tina DeCoste, Bob Lamb, Amy
Mulbach, and Greg Hoy ’92—but honorary
’91 member). Others remembered only
first names (Matt Szap), or we completely
forgot names without cheating and looking
at name tags! The all-class cookout, our
Reunion dinner, and dancing in the CUB
were great times had by all. Some of us
had to take Advil the next morning, but
we all had a great time. Thanks again to
Chris Wingert, Stew Petrovits, Halle
von Kessler, and the Reunion Committee
for great planning. We all look forward to
our 30th Reunion. I received an update on
Jeff and Kim Erdman Moyer. Jeff is an
independent manufacturer’s representative
in New England, representing various
companies selling interior building materials.
Kim is head of the Freshman Academy
program and the foreign language program
at Raymond High School in Raymond, NH.
In addition to continuing her work at the high
school, she will begin a Spanish program at
the middle school in her district. Recently
Kim traveled to Orlando, FL, with a team of
teachers for the 2016 National Association
of Secondary School Principals Ignite 2016
conference and gave a 90-minute workshop
on the power of teacher collaboration. Jeff
and Kim live in Candia, NH, with their two
children: Jamie just graduated from high
school and will major in business at SNHU,
and Jenna just finished sixth grade. Jeff has
coached Jenna’s soccer team to one state
championship and one runner-up position
over the past year. My daughter Andeulazia
’18 (a rising junior at Gettysburg College)
and I went on a Medishare Project to Haiti
in June to help build and organize a hospital
pathology laboratory. The Gettysburg
College Center for Public Service continues
to have an impact even after College (me)
or on summer break (the kid). Christina J
DeCoste was promoted to the director of
the Flow Cytometry Laboratory at Princeton
U. She resides with her spouse in NJ. Lisa
Guise Zawacki obtained her PhD in
chemistry. She resides with her spouse and
kids in PA. I re-met Phil Magliochetti,
and he was as likeable as he was when we

were in College. Congratulations, Geoffrey
Jackson and your entire family for welldeserved recognition for all you have done
to support our alma mater. Thank you for
your extraordinary contributions to the
College and for the impact you have had on
so many Gettysburgians!

1992

25th Reunion Year
Gina Gabriele
1 Jane Street, 1E
New York, NY 10014
415-271-3209
gina.gabriele@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1992
I hope everyone had a fantastic summer
and enjoyed lots of sun and vacation time.
Didn’t hear from any of you, sadly, so hoping
no news is good news?! Well, it may seem
a million years away, but we are already
gearing up for our 25-year reunion so mark
your calendars for June 1–4, 2017!! Greg
Hoy and I are co-chairing, so you’ll be
hearing from us over the next several months
and we hope to see many of you there!

1993

Bridget Donnelly Collins
5 Campbell Court
Mickleton, NJ 08056
bridget@collins-home.net
Gettysburg College Class of 1993
Greetings, Class of 1993! Congratulations
to Jeanne Ozanne Tamagny for
finishing the Ironman MD in Oct. 2015!
Jeanne said she was inspired by David
Petrie, her exercise physiologist professor
at Gettysburg. She took his course back
in 1991, and he told his class about
the ironman training he was doing. The
inspiration never left, and 25 years later,
Jeanne did it! Amy Duncan recently
changed jobs and became the head
of commercial training for a startup in
Cambridge. They are waiting for their first
commercial drug approval for Duchenne
muscular dystrophy. Stacey Benseler
decided her law degree wasn’t enough, and
received her master’s degree in healthcare
leadership from Brown U in May. Stacey
and husband Gary live in Providence, RI.
Stacey recently caught up with Laura
Koslowski ’94 in Providence and Karen
Beede Baldwin in Stone Harbor, NJ.
Congratulations to Amy Mccormick
Smith on her marriage to Kevin Morris in
Feb. Amy has two kids, Jason (11) and Allie
(8). They all live in Rockville, MD. Thanks
to everyone who sent in class notes! I am
looking forward to seeing many familiar
faces at our 25-year Reunion coming up!

1994

B.J. Jones
140 W. 69th Street, #108
New York, NY 10023
baj1814@aol.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1994
Congratulations to Kim McCray Sakil who
graduated from the Temple U College of
Education with a master’s degree in education
with a focus on educational leadership in
higher education. I hope everyone enjoys the
fall. Please email with news!

1995

Becky Schneider Keller
576 Peachtree Lane
Lake Zurich, IL 60047
kellercb@sbcglobal.net
Gettysburg College Class of 1995

1996

Ann Felter
145 West Swissvale Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
felterann@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of ’96
The Rev. William J. Gohl Jr. of
Baltimore was elected June 4 to a sixyear term as bishop of the DelawareMaryland Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
Caring is sharing; send me an update!

1997

20th Reunion Year
Gettysburg College Class of 1997
If anyone is interested in taking over the
class correspondent position, please
contact Joe Lynch ’85 at jlynch@
gettysburg.edu or 717-337-6522.

1998

helen DeVinney
8125 Mississippi Road
Laurel, MD 20724
hdevinney@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1998

1999

Sue Bottone
780 Boylston Street, Apt. 20F
Boston, MA 02199
Susan.Bottone@gmail.com
Gburg Class of 1999

2000

Marna Suarez Redding
1457 Baker Avenue
Niskayuna, NY 12309
msredding@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2000
We are short on notes this time around.
Please share all the great things
happening in your lives. Even though we
have Facebook, there are other things
going on too—share, share, share! Thank
goodness for these future Gettysburgians.
Andy Lee, wife Kristina, and big sister
Katherine welcomed Alexia Teresa into
the world in Feb. Andrew Stevenson ’02 is
her godfather. Jim and Lisa Brannigan
Trakis welcomed daughter Abigail Rose on
Apr. 6. Big brother Jimmy (9) and big sister
Lily (7) are thrilled to have a baby sister. Jim
enjoys his career as a physical therapist.
He owns and manages Fortius Physical
Therapy with offices in midtown Manhattan,
NY, and Moorestown, NJ (www.fortiuspt.
com). Lisa is an environmental scientist in
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
Water Protection Division. Allison Rupp
Wolka, husband Dan, and big sister Nora
welcomed Kevin Christopher on June 14.

2001

Kathryn Ferguson Adams
18 Peach Tree Trail
Fairfield, PA 17320
717-642-9254
kadams@gettysburg.edu
Gettysburg College Class of 2001
Alumni Achievement Awards for
Professional Achievement were awarded
to Matthew Flaherty and Christopher
Matthaei. Brian Orsinger received the
award for Service. Courtney (Wege) Best
married Mark Best on campus on June
25. There were so many great Gettysburg
alums in attendance: her brother Scott
Wege ’98, mother Barbara (Otto) Wege
’72, grandmother Vivian (Wickey) Otto
’46, Mary (Fichtner) Laurie, Kristin
Pedersen, Kristy Moore, Bridget
Bunten, Alicia (Fornal) Bakley,
Normandy Alden ‘02, Helena Yang ’14,
Sarah (Isenberger) Trujillo, Keira
Kant ’95, Eric Lint ’80, Katie Byrne ’09,
Melissa Jackson ’08, Kerstin Hoffman
’72, Shruti Naik ’13, Johnny Nelson ’13,
Ian Harkness ’04, Paul Redfern ’00, Mary
(Wilkes) Smith ’00, Ryan Jannos ’08,
Stephanie (Peirce) Metruk ’08, Jesse
Metruk ’08, Maggie Fridinger ’11, Abby
Kallin ’12, Taylor Curley ’13, Stephanie
Gulden ’13, and Valerie Martin ’11. Many
other employees from the Gettysburg
admissions office were in attendance.

Catering and facilities did an amazing job!!
It was a great day to be a Bullet!!!

2002

15th Reunion Year
Catherine Dietrich Pulse
301-806-0762
cath1dietrich@hotmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2002
Tiffani Kerr and her husband, Matt ’01,
welcomed their second child, Emma Louise
Kerr, on Apr. 25. Tiffani was also selected
as the 2016–2017 teacher of the year
for Arlington Traditional School, part of
Arlington Public Schools in Arlington, VA.
Lisa Capriotti and Robert Gouthro won
two gold medals at the Pan American Judo
Championships in Apr., held in Havana,
Cuba. Robert and Lisa won gold in the
Nage no Kata and Kime no Kata events.
This Oct., they will represent the U.S. at
the IJF World Championships in Malta.
Kata is the competitive demonstration
of judo techniques. Robert and Lisa,
who are married, have practiced judo
together since 2008. They were selected
to represent the United States at the
prestigious Pan-American Championships
after winning gold medals at the USA
Judo National Championships for the past
three consecutive years. They help run a
nonprofit organization in Charleston, SC,
that provides free instruction for active
duty military personnel, veterans, and their
dependents. For information on how to
support Robert and Lisa’s fundraiser for
the 2016 World Championships, contact
Robert at rgouth@gmail.com.

2003

Jennifer O’Hara Roche
29 Lakeside Avenue
Darien, CT 06820
JennOH25@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2003

2004

Katie Orlando
2530 University Avenue
Waterloo, IA 50701
katie.orlando@iowabigs.org
Gettysburg College Class of 2004
Hello Class of 2004! Our classmates
have wonderful updates to share! Liz
and Grant Bartlett welcomed a son,
Samuel Lloyd, on March 15. He joins
big brother, Henry (2). Grant and Liz are
living in Alexandria, VA, where Grant is
a financial analyst at the Merrill Lynch
Private Banking and Investment Group,
and Liz continues to work in the president’s
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Amy E. Tarallo
PO Box 214
Elkins, NH 03233
603-548-4706
aetarallo@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of ’90
Happy fall! I heard from Steve Mannion,
fellow ’86 classmate of Ridgewood High
School, with some news and an article
including the following: The Ridgewood
High School Alumni Association is pleased
to announce the revitalization of the
Distinguished Alumni Award. One of the
honored inductees was our classmate,
Steve! Please see more information
and a fabulous picture via the following
link: www.rhsalumniassociation.org/
distinguished-alumni-detail.php. Steve
reports that all is well with his family in
NJ. In Steve’s words, “Kids are still calling
me dad, and my wife is still calling me
for dinner!” Steve has been in his current
role as U.S. Magistrate Judge for the U.S.
District Court, District of NJ, for 3 1/2
years. He manages approximately 650 civil
cases for the court and 300 criminal cases.
He has also reached his 12-year milestone
with the U.S. Coast Guard Reserve. Good
for you, Steve! Steve sends news of two
other alumni. Special Agent Michael
Gaeta is working in Rome, Italy for three
years. As a veteran mob investigator,
Special Agent Gaeta led the FIFA
investigation. Steve also passed on news
about Steve Kletter, who reports that he
continues work in D.C. as an economist for
Charles River Associates. Steve and his
family live in VA, and he does his best to
keep up with his two sons and their various
athletic and artistic pursuits. Lauren
Castello Driscoll has a new role as
project manager for the Analytical Testing
Department within the Science Division
at Almac Group. Almac is a company
that helps pharmaceutical companies
with clinical trials and assessments of
new drugs. She and her husband John
reside in Pottstown, PA. Good luck with
your new position, Lauren! Jenn Lasher
Angell received her British citizenship
this past Apr. In Jenn’s words, “God
save the Queen!” She enjoyed a lovely
ceremony at the town hall with friends and
family, including her husband Peter. Jenn
continues her work in television and spent
her summer working the French Open in
Paris and the U.S. Open in NYC. That’s all
for now—stay well, everyone, and keep the
news coming!
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1991

Michelle Lynette Hughes
4042 Kimberley Glen Court
Chantilly, VA 20151
703-969-6180
mhughes1969@yahoo.com
Our 25th Reunion took place in early June.
Almost 250 were present for this Reunion.
Many of us submitted photos for the slide
show which brought back some humorous
memories, and we wondered, “Was I really
that young once?” Some of us remembered
people’s first and last names (Shama
Mir, Tina DeCoste, Bob Lamb, Amy
Mulbach, and Greg Hoy ’92—but honorary
’91 member). Others remembered only
first names (Matt Szap), or we completely
forgot names without cheating and looking
at name tags! The all-class cookout, our
Reunion dinner, and dancing in the CUB
were great times had by all. Some of us
had to take Advil the next morning, but
we all had a great time. Thanks again to
Chris Wingert, Stew Petrovits, Halle
von Kessler, and the Reunion Committee
for great planning. We all look forward to
our 30th Reunion. I received an update on
Jeff and Kim Erdman Moyer. Jeff is an
independent manufacturer’s representative
in New England, representing various
companies selling interior building materials.
Kim is head of the Freshman Academy
program and the foreign language program
at Raymond High School in Raymond, NH.
In addition to continuing her work at the high
school, she will begin a Spanish program at
the middle school in her district. Recently
Kim traveled to Orlando, FL, with a team of
teachers for the 2016 National Association
of Secondary School Principals Ignite 2016
conference and gave a 90-minute workshop
on the power of teacher collaboration. Jeff
and Kim live in Candia, NH, with their two
children: Jamie just graduated from high
school and will major in business at SNHU,
and Jenna just finished sixth grade. Jeff has
coached Jenna’s soccer team to one state
championship and one runner-up position
over the past year. My daughter Andeulazia
’18 (a rising junior at Gettysburg College)
and I went on a Medishare Project to Haiti
in June to help build and organize a hospital
pathology laboratory. The Gettysburg
College Center for Public Service continues
to have an impact even after College (me)
or on summer break (the kid). Christina J
DeCoste was promoted to the director of
the Flow Cytometry Laboratory at Princeton
U. She resides with her spouse in NJ. Lisa
Guise Zawacki obtained her PhD in
chemistry. She resides with her spouse and
kids in PA. I re-met Phil Magliochetti,
and he was as likeable as he was when we

were in College. Congratulations, Geoffrey
Jackson and your entire family for welldeserved recognition for all you have done
to support our alma mater. Thank you for
your extraordinary contributions to the
College and for the impact you have had on
so many Gettysburgians!

1992

25th Reunion Year
Gina Gabriele
1 Jane Street, 1E
New York, NY 10014
415-271-3209
gina.gabriele@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1992
I hope everyone had a fantastic summer
and enjoyed lots of sun and vacation time.
Didn’t hear from any of you, sadly, so hoping
no news is good news?! Well, it may seem
a million years away, but we are already
gearing up for our 25-year reunion so mark
your calendars for June 1–4, 2017!! Greg
Hoy and I are co-chairing, so you’ll be
hearing from us over the next several months
and we hope to see many of you there!

1993

Bridget Donnelly Collins
5 Campbell Court
Mickleton, NJ 08056
bridget@collins-home.net
Gettysburg College Class of 1993
Greetings, Class of 1993! Congratulations
to Jeanne Ozanne Tamagny for
finishing the Ironman MD in Oct. 2015!
Jeanne said she was inspired by David
Petrie, her exercise physiologist professor
at Gettysburg. She took his course back
in 1991, and he told his class about
the ironman training he was doing. The
inspiration never left, and 25 years later,
Jeanne did it! Amy Duncan recently
changed jobs and became the head
of commercial training for a startup in
Cambridge. They are waiting for their first
commercial drug approval for Duchenne
muscular dystrophy. Stacey Benseler
decided her law degree wasn’t enough, and
received her master’s degree in healthcare
leadership from Brown U in May. Stacey
and husband Gary live in Providence, RI.
Stacey recently caught up with Laura
Koslowski ’94 in Providence and Karen
Beede Baldwin in Stone Harbor, NJ.
Congratulations to Amy Mccormick
Smith on her marriage to Kevin Morris in
Feb. Amy has two kids, Jason (11) and Allie
(8). They all live in Rockville, MD. Thanks
to everyone who sent in class notes! I am
looking forward to seeing many familiar
faces at our 25-year Reunion coming up!

1994

B.J. Jones
140 W. 69th Street, #108
New York, NY 10023
baj1814@aol.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1994
Congratulations to Kim McCray Sakil who
graduated from the Temple U College of
Education with a master’s degree in education
with a focus on educational leadership in
higher education. I hope everyone enjoys the
fall. Please email with news!

1995

Becky Schneider Keller
576 Peachtree Lane
Lake Zurich, IL 60047
kellercb@sbcglobal.net
Gettysburg College Class of 1995

1996

Ann Felter
145 West Swissvale Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15218
felterann@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of ’96
The Rev. William J. Gohl Jr. of
Baltimore was elected June 4 to a sixyear term as bishop of the DelawareMaryland Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
Caring is sharing; send me an update!

1997

20th Reunion Year
Gettysburg College Class of 1997
If anyone is interested in taking over the
class correspondent position, please
contact Joe Lynch ’85 at jlynch@
gettysburg.edu or 717-337-6522.

1998

helen DeVinney
8125 Mississippi Road
Laurel, MD 20724
hdevinney@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 1998

1999

Sue Bottone
780 Boylston Street, Apt. 20F
Boston, MA 02199
Susan.Bottone@gmail.com
Gburg Class of 1999

2000

Marna Suarez Redding
1457 Baker Avenue
Niskayuna, NY 12309
msredding@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2000
We are short on notes this time around.
Please share all the great things
happening in your lives. Even though we
have Facebook, there are other things
going on too—share, share, share! Thank
goodness for these future Gettysburgians.
Andy Lee, wife Kristina, and big sister
Katherine welcomed Alexia Teresa into
the world in Feb. Andrew Stevenson ’02 is
her godfather. Jim and Lisa Brannigan
Trakis welcomed daughter Abigail Rose on
Apr. 6. Big brother Jimmy (9) and big sister
Lily (7) are thrilled to have a baby sister. Jim
enjoys his career as a physical therapist.
He owns and manages Fortius Physical
Therapy with offices in midtown Manhattan,
NY, and Moorestown, NJ (www.fortiuspt.
com). Lisa is an environmental scientist in
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
Water Protection Division. Allison Rupp
Wolka, husband Dan, and big sister Nora
welcomed Kevin Christopher on June 14.

2001

Kathryn Ferguson Adams
18 Peach Tree Trail
Fairfield, PA 17320
717-642-9254
kadams@gettysburg.edu
Gettysburg College Class of 2001
Alumni Achievement Awards for
Professional Achievement were awarded
to Matthew Flaherty and Christopher
Matthaei. Brian Orsinger received the
award for Service. Courtney (Wege) Best
married Mark Best on campus on June
25. There were so many great Gettysburg
alums in attendance: her brother Scott
Wege ’98, mother Barbara (Otto) Wege
’72, grandmother Vivian (Wickey) Otto
’46, Mary (Fichtner) Laurie, Kristin
Pedersen, Kristy Moore, Bridget
Bunten, Alicia (Fornal) Bakley,
Normandy Alden ‘02, Helena Yang ’14,
Sarah (Isenberger) Trujillo, Keira
Kant ’95, Eric Lint ’80, Katie Byrne ’09,
Melissa Jackson ’08, Kerstin Hoffman
’72, Shruti Naik ’13, Johnny Nelson ’13,
Ian Harkness ’04, Paul Redfern ’00, Mary
(Wilkes) Smith ’00, Ryan Jannos ’08,
Stephanie (Peirce) Metruk ’08, Jesse
Metruk ’08, Maggie Fridinger ’11, Abby
Kallin ’12, Taylor Curley ’13, Stephanie
Gulden ’13, and Valerie Martin ’11. Many
other employees from the Gettysburg
admissions office were in attendance.

Catering and facilities did an amazing job!!
It was a great day to be a Bullet!!!

2002

15th Reunion Year
Catherine Dietrich Pulse
301-806-0762
cath1dietrich@hotmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2002
Tiffani Kerr and her husband, Matt ’01,
welcomed their second child, Emma Louise
Kerr, on Apr. 25. Tiffani was also selected
as the 2016–2017 teacher of the year
for Arlington Traditional School, part of
Arlington Public Schools in Arlington, VA.
Lisa Capriotti and Robert Gouthro won
two gold medals at the Pan American Judo
Championships in Apr., held in Havana,
Cuba. Robert and Lisa won gold in the
Nage no Kata and Kime no Kata events.
This Oct., they will represent the U.S. at
the IJF World Championships in Malta.
Kata is the competitive demonstration
of judo techniques. Robert and Lisa,
who are married, have practiced judo
together since 2008. They were selected
to represent the United States at the
prestigious Pan-American Championships
after winning gold medals at the USA
Judo National Championships for the past
three consecutive years. They help run a
nonprofit organization in Charleston, SC,
that provides free instruction for active
duty military personnel, veterans, and their
dependents. For information on how to
support Robert and Lisa’s fundraiser for
the 2016 World Championships, contact
Robert at rgouth@gmail.com.

2003

Jennifer O’Hara Roche
29 Lakeside Avenue
Darien, CT 06820
JennOH25@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2003

2004

Katie Orlando
2530 University Avenue
Waterloo, IA 50701
katie.orlando@iowabigs.org
Gettysburg College Class of 2004
Hello Class of 2004! Our classmates
have wonderful updates to share! Liz
and Grant Bartlett welcomed a son,
Samuel Lloyd, on March 15. He joins
big brother, Henry (2). Grant and Liz are
living in Alexandria, VA, where Grant is
a financial analyst at the Merrill Lynch
Private Banking and Investment Group,
and Liz continues to work in the president’s

43

lass notes
office at Georgetown University. Colleen
(MacDonald) and Mark Johnson are
celebrating nine years of marriage in
2016. After graduation in ’04 they moved
to CA where Mark earned a master’s
in mechanical engineering and Colleen
earned a master’s in education. Mark is an
engineer at Abbott Labs, and Colleen has
been teaching in CA for 11 years. They got
married on June 17, 2007 and they have
three kids; Lily (8), Noah (5), and Elise (3).
Eric Weaver got married on December
19, 2015, to Bobbi Hancock Weaver in
Ranshaw, PA. Matthew Dorman was the
best man and his wife, Lindsay (Brackett)
Dorman, was in attendance as well as
Justin Greer and his wife Lauren Rapoza
Greer ’06. Keep your updates coming!

2005

Holly Woodhead
1010 Riva Ridge Drive
Great Falls, VA 22066
holly.woodhead@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2005
Karli Bowler married Ryan Houston, a New
Zealander, on Apr. 9 at Mudbrick Winery on
Waiheke Island, New Zealand. Leslie Post
Langan was Karli’s maid of honor. Class of
’05, please continue to send updates as your
classmates enjoy hearing from you. I hope
everyone had a wonderful summer!

2006

Monique Mathews Gore
63 W. Middle Street
Gettysburg, PA 17325
410-493-0020
monique.mathews@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2006
It was great to see everyone at our 10th
Reunion. Al Wilkins received an Alumni
Achievement Award for Service. Please
stay connected to the campus as much
as possible. I look forward to seeing you
all in the fall for Homecoming. Now on to
the notes: Congratulations are in order for
Chip Donovan, first vice president-wealth
management at UBS Financial Services. He
was named to UBS Wealth Management
Americas’ exclusive Top 35 Under 35
Program, which was designed to promote
financial advisor best practices at UBS
Wealth Management Americas and formally
recognize each advisor’s demonstrated
outstanding success in client service.
There were new additions to Bullet Nation.
Kristin Abraham Mojica and husband,
Paul Mojica, gave birth to a beautiful baby
boy. The new parents are overjoyed. Jackie
Kramer and husband Eric welcomed their
son, Hunter James, on Mar. 11, weighing in
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at 8 lbs. 3 oz. and measuring 20.75 inches.
Big sister Charlotte isn’t so sure about him
yet! Kathleen Kruczlnicki Louis and her
husband Michael are thrilled to announce
the birth of their baby boy, William Matthew,
on June 8. They live in Raleigh, NC. I guess
with all the uniting at Reunion, everyone did
not have much to share for the class notes.

2007

10th Reunion Year
Stephanie Hafer Shaak
2715 Park Street
Reading, PA 19606
610-914-9336
haferstephanie@gmail.com
Gettysburg Class of 2007
Nicholas Campanile qualified
for the NJ State Mid-Amateur Golf
Championship earlier this spring, tying
for 15th place out of 106 players and
marking his first time qualifying as an
individual at the state level. Jeffery
Rowe graduated with his MBA from
the IN U Kelley School of Business in
Bloomington, IN. Jeffery, a CFA, will
move to Portland, OR, with his wife
Natalie to take a position in corporate
finance for Intel. Earlier this year,
Glenn Cain left his position as a sport
performance coach at the U of KS and
moved to Albuquerque, NM, to become
the director of men’s basketball athletic
performance at the U of NM. Lindsay
Seeger completed her MBA from NYU
Stern School of Business and now
works for Racebrook Capital, a real
estate private equity firm in NYC. In
Jan., Christine Brocia Dominianni
earned her PhD in environmental
health sciences, with a concentration in
epidemiology, from the Graduate School
of Arts and Science at NYU. Christine
works at the NYC Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH). Serena
Day completed her internal medicine
residency at OH State U (OSU) and
began her cardiology fellowship at OSU
this past July. Stephanie Hafer Shaak
was recently promoted to vice president
of event and exhibition rentals at the
Reading Public Museum in Reading,
PA, where she has worked since Mar.
2011. Meghan Howlett married Sean
Wilson on May 14 in Lewes, DE. The
newlyweds honeymooned in Bora Bora.
Meghan works for Endo Pharmaceuticals
in the southern NJ territory. Jesse Ports
married Terri O’Leary on Mar. 20 in
Florence, AZ, just outside of Phoenix. On
May 2, Jamie Leiter married Matthew
Cannon in Punta Cana, Dominican

Republic, with many family and friends
attending, including Katie Herzberg
and Steve Miller. Jamie and Matthew
now share an 11-year-old daughter
(and hopeful Gettysburg Class of 2026
prospective student), Madison. In Apr.,
Jamie joined San Francisco-based
fashion and tech company Stitch Fix as
a people and culture business partner
to launch East Coast operations. Meg
Anderson married Patrick O’Neil on
Hilton Head Island, SC, on May 21 at the
Harbour Town Golf Links. Gettysburg
alumni in the wedding party included
Meg’s Chi Omega sisters Aliza Ameer,
Caroline Kunkel, Katie Neff, and
Sarah Dionne Pshenishny, as well
as Meg’s brother, Ryan Anderson ’13.
Many fellow Bullets were in attendance
and packed the dance floor! The couple
honeymooned in Bora Bora and Napa.
They live in NYC. Patrick, a 2007 alum of
Georgetown, works at Bank of America
Merrill Lynch in municipal bond sales.
Meg is a human resource business
partner at IAC, a media and Internet
company, and also serves as chairwoman
of the board for the NYC Friends of St.
Jude. Finally, congratulations goes to two
of my favorite people, Brad and Kristen
Carthas Litchfield, who welcomed
precious Kennedy Ann on June 2,
weighing in at 7 lbs. 11 oz. Kristen, Brad,
and baby Kennedy make their home in
Ewing, NJ.

2008

Ellen Furnari
717-476-8870
Ellenfurnari@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2008
David Baker and his wife Nikki, who
married in 2011, welcomed daughter
Addison Mary Baker in Apr. 2015. David
works as a financial planner. Lauren
Craley married Matthew Ballas, a Penn
State and Temple U. School of Dentistry
graduate, in Haverford, PA, on Nov. 14,
2015. Lauren’s paternal grandmother,
Ruthe Fortenbaugh Craley ’50, presided
over their vows, and Rebecca Feld was
maid of honor. Lauren’s close Gettysburg
friends Allison Loeb, Alexandra
Sfekas Demers, Erin Tooley, Steve
Fairhurst ’09, Jessica Androski
Scherer, and Michael Scherer
attended. Lauren and Matt met Katherine
Nicole Demers, daughter of Alexandra
and Patrick Demers, in McLean, VA.
Katherine was born Sept. 23, 2015.
Lauren was thrilled to spend time visiting
Erin and Steve in Portsmouth, just days
before the duo cast their first presidential

primary ballots as NH residents. Matt and
Lauren are looking forward to traveling
to Denver, CO, this year to visit Jessica
and Michael (and their dog Cramer!), who
moved from NYC to CO last Oct. Nick
Lorenz married Amy Bland on June 4
at the Hayloft in Cincinnati, OH. Drop
the Octave alumni John Rudy ’07 and
Greg Albanetti ’07 were groomsmen, and
Stephen McNamee ’09 also attended.
The trio helped Nick serenade his new
bride during the reception. Nick works
for the Educational Theatre Association,
a nonprofit that provides resources for
theater teachers and advocates and
creates standards for the arts.

2009

Jenn Amols Brett
608 Monroe Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
540-538-1989
amolje01@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2009

2010

Emma Snellings
56 Dysart Street
Quincy, MA 02169
339-235-0186
eesnellings@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2010 Alumni
Caitlin Elizabeth Leibig Franklin married
Josh Franklin on Oct. 10, 2015 in Easton,
MD at The Oaks Waterfront Inn & Events.
Kelly Eurich Beshore was the maid
of honor, and Molly Hall and Michelle
Spatz were bridesmaids. Mother of the
bride, Lynn Purnell Leibig, and father of
the bride, Dann Leibig, were both class of
1976. In attendance were Sarah Blumig,
Caitlin Wilson, Jake Asplundh, Jordan
Monts ’12, and Andrew Hall ’08. Liz Johns
married Ron Jacak on May 21 in Cleveland,
OH. Robin Demarco Ortiz and Carolyn
Bembridge Stefanelli were bridesmaids.
Other Gettysburg alumni included Adam
Ortiz, Beth Leamy Gross, Matt Gross,
Klara Shives, Rebecca Tarvin Davis,
Trish Mullinix Hykes, Tylor Hykes ’11,
and Madeline Shepherd ’09. Liz and Ron
honeymooned on a road trip through Croatia.
Vivian Lobodzinski graduated from
veterinary school in May.

2011

Devan Grote White
137 Liberty Street
Perryopolis, PA 15473
devan.g.white@gmail.com
In May 2015, Kaitlin Molloy graduated
from Drexel U’s Thomas R. Kline School
of Law and is now the accommodation
coordinator in Drexel U’s Office of Disability
Resources. Also in May 2015, Jenna
Willard graduated from the New England
College of Optometry. She is now completing
a residency in ocular disease at the VA.
Congratulations to Kaitlin and Jenna. Please
send your updates to share with our class.
Have a wonderful fall!

2012

5th Reunion Year
Taylor Plank
1705 East West Highway, Apt. 415
Silver Spring, MD 20910
tplank@umd.edu
Lexi Cuneo graduated summa cum
laude with a master’s degree in mental
health counseling from Monmouth U.
She has interned for Ocean Mental
Health and Toms River Schools, as well
as subsidizing her loans with a job as a
nanny for an active family of four kids.
She is seeking a position at a school
as a student assistance counselor.
Christina Kay is moving from WI to
NYC in Aug. Molly Yingling graduated
from Villanova Law in 2015 and received
a master’s degree in intellectual property
law from U of Houston in May. Luke
Cuculis graduated with his PhD in
chemistry from the U of IL at Urbana–
Champaign and begins work with
The Boston Consulting Group in the
Washington, D.C., office in Aug.

2013

Kavya Kumar
192 Joffre Avenue
Stamford, CT 06905
kumarkavya01@gmail.com
Caitlin Moss is completing two years as
a research associate at the UMass Medical
School, studying the emergence of drug
resistance in tuberculosis. She will attend Yale
in the fall to pursue a PhD in microbiology.

2014

Christianna Jo Evans
29 S. Providence Road
Wallingford, PA 19086
610-960-4782
Jo.evans29@gmail.com
Hi, everyone! ’Tis the season for graduation
announcements! Congratulations to all of
our classmates who received graduate
degrees this year! Victoria Sharbaugh
graduated from American U with her
master’s degree in arts management.
Adriana Dicenzo graduated with her
master’s degree in May and will work
at the U of KS. Erinn McConville
graduated from George Washington
U with a master’s degree in school
counseling. Logan Tapscott graduated
with a master’s degree in public history
from Shippensburg U. She works as a
library material handler with LAC Group
at the Library of Congress. Peter D’Arpa
received his master’s degree in American
history from the UNC–Greensboro. He was
also inducted into Phi Alpha Theta, a group
of American historians. Laura Gambino
graduated in May from Stony Brook U
with a master’s degree in applied ecology
and an advanced graduate certificate in
geospatial science. She was also selected
to give a talk on her research on modeling
North American hummingbird migration
at the North American Ornithological
Conference in Washington, D.C. in Aug.
Jen Cray graduated with her master’s
degree in athletic training and will work
at Brown U as an athletic trainer. Sarah
Kysilka Dell was contracted to be the
assistant dean of residence life, history
teacher, English teacher, dorm parent, and
tennis coach at Oldfields School for girls in
Sparks, MD. Alexandra Feuer is starting
graduate school this fall at U of PA in their
Master’s of Social Work program. Joseph
Portale works for Janssen Research and
Development in Spring House, PA, as a
part of the lung cancer group and was
recently promoted to associate scientist
I. Emily Zeller began a position as the
front desk assistant at the Field School, a
small private school for grades six through
twelve in Washington, D.C. It is great to
hear from so many classmates. Keep the
updates coming!

2015

Jesse DeMartino
217 Baker Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-418-8794
jdemartino24@gmail.com
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office at Georgetown University. Colleen
(MacDonald) and Mark Johnson are
celebrating nine years of marriage in
2016. After graduation in ’04 they moved
to CA where Mark earned a master’s
in mechanical engineering and Colleen
earned a master’s in education. Mark is an
engineer at Abbott Labs, and Colleen has
been teaching in CA for 11 years. They got
married on June 17, 2007 and they have
three kids; Lily (8), Noah (5), and Elise (3).
Eric Weaver got married on December
19, 2015, to Bobbi Hancock Weaver in
Ranshaw, PA. Matthew Dorman was the
best man and his wife, Lindsay (Brackett)
Dorman, was in attendance as well as
Justin Greer and his wife Lauren Rapoza
Greer ’06. Keep your updates coming!

2005

Holly Woodhead
1010 Riva Ridge Drive
Great Falls, VA 22066
holly.woodhead@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2005
Karli Bowler married Ryan Houston, a New
Zealander, on Apr. 9 at Mudbrick Winery on
Waiheke Island, New Zealand. Leslie Post
Langan was Karli’s maid of honor. Class of
’05, please continue to send updates as your
classmates enjoy hearing from you. I hope
everyone had a wonderful summer!

2006

Monique Mathews Gore
63 W. Middle Street
Gettysburg, PA 17325
410-493-0020
monique.mathews@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2006
It was great to see everyone at our 10th
Reunion. Al Wilkins received an Alumni
Achievement Award for Service. Please
stay connected to the campus as much
as possible. I look forward to seeing you
all in the fall for Homecoming. Now on to
the notes: Congratulations are in order for
Chip Donovan, first vice president-wealth
management at UBS Financial Services. He
was named to UBS Wealth Management
Americas’ exclusive Top 35 Under 35
Program, which was designed to promote
financial advisor best practices at UBS
Wealth Management Americas and formally
recognize each advisor’s demonstrated
outstanding success in client service.
There were new additions to Bullet Nation.
Kristin Abraham Mojica and husband,
Paul Mojica, gave birth to a beautiful baby
boy. The new parents are overjoyed. Jackie
Kramer and husband Eric welcomed their
son, Hunter James, on Mar. 11, weighing in
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at 8 lbs. 3 oz. and measuring 20.75 inches.
Big sister Charlotte isn’t so sure about him
yet! Kathleen Kruczlnicki Louis and her
husband Michael are thrilled to announce
the birth of their baby boy, William Matthew,
on June 8. They live in Raleigh, NC. I guess
with all the uniting at Reunion, everyone did
not have much to share for the class notes.

2007

10th Reunion Year
Stephanie Hafer Shaak
2715 Park Street
Reading, PA 19606
610-914-9336
haferstephanie@gmail.com
Gettysburg Class of 2007
Nicholas Campanile qualified
for the NJ State Mid-Amateur Golf
Championship earlier this spring, tying
for 15th place out of 106 players and
marking his first time qualifying as an
individual at the state level. Jeffery
Rowe graduated with his MBA from
the IN U Kelley School of Business in
Bloomington, IN. Jeffery, a CFA, will
move to Portland, OR, with his wife
Natalie to take a position in corporate
finance for Intel. Earlier this year,
Glenn Cain left his position as a sport
performance coach at the U of KS and
moved to Albuquerque, NM, to become
the director of men’s basketball athletic
performance at the U of NM. Lindsay
Seeger completed her MBA from NYU
Stern School of Business and now
works for Racebrook Capital, a real
estate private equity firm in NYC. In
Jan., Christine Brocia Dominianni
earned her PhD in environmental
health sciences, with a concentration in
epidemiology, from the Graduate School
of Arts and Science at NYU. Christine
works at the NYC Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH). Serena
Day completed her internal medicine
residency at OH State U (OSU) and
began her cardiology fellowship at OSU
this past July. Stephanie Hafer Shaak
was recently promoted to vice president
of event and exhibition rentals at the
Reading Public Museum in Reading,
PA, where she has worked since Mar.
2011. Meghan Howlett married Sean
Wilson on May 14 in Lewes, DE. The
newlyweds honeymooned in Bora Bora.
Meghan works for Endo Pharmaceuticals
in the southern NJ territory. Jesse Ports
married Terri O’Leary on Mar. 20 in
Florence, AZ, just outside of Phoenix. On
May 2, Jamie Leiter married Matthew
Cannon in Punta Cana, Dominican

Republic, with many family and friends
attending, including Katie Herzberg
and Steve Miller. Jamie and Matthew
now share an 11-year-old daughter
(and hopeful Gettysburg Class of 2026
prospective student), Madison. In Apr.,
Jamie joined San Francisco-based
fashion and tech company Stitch Fix as
a people and culture business partner
to launch East Coast operations. Meg
Anderson married Patrick O’Neil on
Hilton Head Island, SC, on May 21 at the
Harbour Town Golf Links. Gettysburg
alumni in the wedding party included
Meg’s Chi Omega sisters Aliza Ameer,
Caroline Kunkel, Katie Neff, and
Sarah Dionne Pshenishny, as well
as Meg’s brother, Ryan Anderson ’13.
Many fellow Bullets were in attendance
and packed the dance floor! The couple
honeymooned in Bora Bora and Napa.
They live in NYC. Patrick, a 2007 alum of
Georgetown, works at Bank of America
Merrill Lynch in municipal bond sales.
Meg is a human resource business
partner at IAC, a media and Internet
company, and also serves as chairwoman
of the board for the NYC Friends of St.
Jude. Finally, congratulations goes to two
of my favorite people, Brad and Kristen
Carthas Litchfield, who welcomed
precious Kennedy Ann on June 2,
weighing in at 7 lbs. 11 oz. Kristen, Brad,
and baby Kennedy make their home in
Ewing, NJ.

2008

Ellen Furnari
717-476-8870
Ellenfurnari@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2008
David Baker and his wife Nikki, who
married in 2011, welcomed daughter
Addison Mary Baker in Apr. 2015. David
works as a financial planner. Lauren
Craley married Matthew Ballas, a Penn
State and Temple U. School of Dentistry
graduate, in Haverford, PA, on Nov. 14,
2015. Lauren’s paternal grandmother,
Ruthe Fortenbaugh Craley ’50, presided
over their vows, and Rebecca Feld was
maid of honor. Lauren’s close Gettysburg
friends Allison Loeb, Alexandra
Sfekas Demers, Erin Tooley, Steve
Fairhurst ’09, Jessica Androski
Scherer, and Michael Scherer
attended. Lauren and Matt met Katherine
Nicole Demers, daughter of Alexandra
and Patrick Demers, in McLean, VA.
Katherine was born Sept. 23, 2015.
Lauren was thrilled to spend time visiting
Erin and Steve in Portsmouth, just days
before the duo cast their first presidential

primary ballots as NH residents. Matt and
Lauren are looking forward to traveling
to Denver, CO, this year to visit Jessica
and Michael (and their dog Cramer!), who
moved from NYC to CO last Oct. Nick
Lorenz married Amy Bland on June 4
at the Hayloft in Cincinnati, OH. Drop
the Octave alumni John Rudy ’07 and
Greg Albanetti ’07 were groomsmen, and
Stephen McNamee ’09 also attended.
The trio helped Nick serenade his new
bride during the reception. Nick works
for the Educational Theatre Association,
a nonprofit that provides resources for
theater teachers and advocates and
creates standards for the arts.

2009

Jenn Amols Brett
608 Monroe Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030
540-538-1989
amolje01@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2009

2010

Emma Snellings
56 Dysart Street
Quincy, MA 02169
339-235-0186
eesnellings@gmail.com
Gettysburg College Class of 2010 Alumni
Caitlin Elizabeth Leibig Franklin married
Josh Franklin on Oct. 10, 2015 in Easton,
MD at The Oaks Waterfront Inn & Events.
Kelly Eurich Beshore was the maid
of honor, and Molly Hall and Michelle
Spatz were bridesmaids. Mother of the
bride, Lynn Purnell Leibig, and father of
the bride, Dann Leibig, were both class of
1976. In attendance were Sarah Blumig,
Caitlin Wilson, Jake Asplundh, Jordan
Monts ’12, and Andrew Hall ’08. Liz Johns
married Ron Jacak on May 21 in Cleveland,
OH. Robin Demarco Ortiz and Carolyn
Bembridge Stefanelli were bridesmaids.
Other Gettysburg alumni included Adam
Ortiz, Beth Leamy Gross, Matt Gross,
Klara Shives, Rebecca Tarvin Davis,
Trish Mullinix Hykes, Tylor Hykes ’11,
and Madeline Shepherd ’09. Liz and Ron
honeymooned on a road trip through Croatia.
Vivian Lobodzinski graduated from
veterinary school in May.

2011

Devan Grote White
137 Liberty Street
Perryopolis, PA 15473
devan.g.white@gmail.com
In May 2015, Kaitlin Molloy graduated
from Drexel U’s Thomas R. Kline School
of Law and is now the accommodation
coordinator in Drexel U’s Office of Disability
Resources. Also in May 2015, Jenna
Willard graduated from the New England
College of Optometry. She is now completing
a residency in ocular disease at the VA.
Congratulations to Kaitlin and Jenna. Please
send your updates to share with our class.
Have a wonderful fall!

2012

5th Reunion Year
Taylor Plank
1705 East West Highway, Apt. 415
Silver Spring, MD 20910
tplank@umd.edu
Lexi Cuneo graduated summa cum
laude with a master’s degree in mental
health counseling from Monmouth U.
She has interned for Ocean Mental
Health and Toms River Schools, as well
as subsidizing her loans with a job as a
nanny for an active family of four kids.
She is seeking a position at a school
as a student assistance counselor.
Christina Kay is moving from WI to
NYC in Aug. Molly Yingling graduated
from Villanova Law in 2015 and received
a master’s degree in intellectual property
law from U of Houston in May. Luke
Cuculis graduated with his PhD in
chemistry from the U of IL at Urbana–
Champaign and begins work with
The Boston Consulting Group in the
Washington, D.C., office in Aug.

2013

Kavya Kumar
192 Joffre Avenue
Stamford, CT 06905
kumarkavya01@gmail.com
Caitlin Moss is completing two years as
a research associate at the UMass Medical
School, studying the emergence of drug
resistance in tuberculosis. She will attend Yale
in the fall to pursue a PhD in microbiology.

2014

Christianna Jo Evans
29 S. Providence Road
Wallingford, PA 19086
610-960-4782
Jo.evans29@gmail.com
Hi, everyone! ’Tis the season for graduation
announcements! Congratulations to all of
our classmates who received graduate
degrees this year! Victoria Sharbaugh
graduated from American U with her
master’s degree in arts management.
Adriana Dicenzo graduated with her
master’s degree in May and will work
at the U of KS. Erinn McConville
graduated from George Washington
U with a master’s degree in school
counseling. Logan Tapscott graduated
with a master’s degree in public history
from Shippensburg U. She works as a
library material handler with LAC Group
at the Library of Congress. Peter D’Arpa
received his master’s degree in American
history from the UNC–Greensboro. He was
also inducted into Phi Alpha Theta, a group
of American historians. Laura Gambino
graduated in May from Stony Brook U
with a master’s degree in applied ecology
and an advanced graduate certificate in
geospatial science. She was also selected
to give a talk on her research on modeling
North American hummingbird migration
at the North American Ornithological
Conference in Washington, D.C. in Aug.
Jen Cray graduated with her master’s
degree in athletic training and will work
at Brown U as an athletic trainer. Sarah
Kysilka Dell was contracted to be the
assistant dean of residence life, history
teacher, English teacher, dorm parent, and
tennis coach at Oldfields School for girls in
Sparks, MD. Alexandra Feuer is starting
graduate school this fall at U of PA in their
Master’s of Social Work program. Joseph
Portale works for Janssen Research and
Development in Spring House, PA, as a
part of the lung cancer group and was
recently promoted to associate scientist
I. Emily Zeller began a position as the
front desk assistant at the Field School, a
small private school for grades six through
twelve in Washington, D.C. It is great to
hear from so many classmates. Keep the
updates coming!

2015

Jesse DeMartino
217 Baker Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-418-8794
jdemartino24@gmail.com
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George H. Fick, Professor of History

50th Reunion: Class of 1966
Left to Right
Front Row: Ieva Jaunzemis Dzelzgalvis, Sally Partridge Berman, Nancy Rudolph Shanaman, Valerie Nigro Bigelow, Janice Caldwell, Susan Blair Green,
Emily Holman, Anne Kuhlmann Taylor, George Fennell, David Juilfs, Jeanne deBrun Duffy, Nolan Walborn, Gordon Rowe, John Simons, Richard Buss,
David Werley, Terry Hartsock, Ed Hildebrand, Ron Harleman, Bruce Hamon and Hanna Ginger, Phil Mitman
Second Row: Marjorie Browne Burdette, Dave Reichert, John Kegley, Tom Hardy, Bruce Morehead, Richard Myers, Craig Disher, Stewart Lebo, Chuck Weiner,
Gail Walters Potter, Linda Riccobono Tiedt, Jane Dise Bowles, Donna Hoaster Guild, Susan Peterson Weaver, Marilyn (Bobbi) Deitrick Gorman, Linda Tohl Tracy,
Steve Tracy, Cathy Winter Staneck, Dave Staneck, John Gilchrist
Third Row: Garry Bloom, Ken Snowe, Bill Reid, Tom McCracken, Pete Wolynec, Ronald Brentzel, Toby Mullin, Roy Allen, Jim McLaughlin, Sue Strobel Tinanoff,
Brenda Bean Gindin, Susan Brown Hemenway, Kathie Smith de la Vergne, Tom de la Vergne, Larry Reimer, Sandy Sebastian Reimer, Sally Grim Knappenberger,
Judith Cooke Hoffman, John Baumgardner
Fourth Row: Steve Gotwals, Jim Bryan, Louise Walsh Dowd, David Griscom, Frank Wolfgang, Jay Bush, George Muschamp, Walter Wimer, Bob Reeder, Jim Ruck,
Jim Tucker, John Peter Stickeler, Bob Dillon, Ken Lundeen, Ginny Gruver Swartley, Claudia Wells Radin, Christine Albig Hommey, Stephen Wright, Bill Bock
Fifth Row: Jon Griffiths, Bob Peddicord, Bill Horn, Rob/Bob Morrison, David Pomfret, Richard Sawyer, Lani Ellinger Lindeman, Sadie Werner,
Sue Klingenberg Milligan, Sue Berg Morgan, Jim Madison
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IN THE HEADLINES

Longtime professor George H. Fick
passed away on June 17 at the Village of
Laurel Run in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
He was 86 years old.
George began his teaching career at
Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania,
before becoming a professor of history
at Gettysburg College, from 1967–1995.
George held his bachelor’s degree and
PhD from Harvard and his master’s degree
from the University of Minnesota.
“In appearance, George was straight
out of central casting as a college history
professor—tweed jacket, paisley tie, silver
hair, and an ever-present pipe,” recalled
history Prof. Michael Birkner ’72, P’10.
“Traditional in his approach to his subject
matter and equally so in his emphasis on
lecture, he especially enjoyed working
one-on-one with students. George helped
many students develop a sense of style,
and for some, a real love of early modern
European history.”
Fick is survived by his wife, Barbara
Willoughby Fick.
Donald B. Freedman ’44 P’73
Donald B. Freedman passed away on
March 8, just two days after his 92nd
birthday. After his College education was
interrupted by military service, Donald
graduated from Gettysburg College
in 1944 and from the University of
Pennsylvania School of Medicine in 1948.
Upon finishing his residency in his
hometown of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
he founded two group practices, first
Freedman Kanenson & Lewis Associates
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Switch to Servomation Brings Mixed Reactions
On August 1, Gettysburg College turned over its maintenance and custodial operations
to Servomation Corporation. According to John Schlegel, Gettysburg College business
manager, “the change was made in the hope for a greater efficiency and student
economic advantages.”
Trustees Eliminate Compulsory Chapel
At the June [redacted] meeting of the Board of Trustees…the following action
concerning the religious worship on the campus was passed:
“1. That four voluntary worship services shall be held each week…
2. That one compulsory convocation shall be held each week…
3. That all former actions…are rescinded.”
Football Opener: Bullets win 500th Game in New Digs
The Bullets christened the new turf on Shirk Field at Musselman Stadium with the
program’s 500th win, 52-7 drubbing of Lebanon Valley College.
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’53
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Donald B. Freedman, March 8
Carl T. Uehling, March 31
Clifford R. Miller Jr., Nov. 13, 2015
Malcolm C. Moritz, Feb. 20, 2014
Ruth Hoops Sachs Allison, Feb. 20
Paul Irvin Engle, May 4
Warren O. Eyster, May 23
Clifton L. Kehr, Feb. 16
George A. Poorman, May 17
Betty Lou Dinger Finney, March 12
David N. Finney, July 4, 2012
Gordon H. Jones, Feb. 29
H. Haines Fenimore, Feb. 24
Dorothy Rommel Dolson, March 17
John Harford, Oct. 25,2015
Joseph S. Kassouf, March 21
John Byrne, Nov. 21, 2015
Louise R. Lear-Hastreiter, Aug. 2, 2015
Robert C. Sellers, May 25
G. Robert Weiland, May 24
John H. Moser, April 18
James G. Peery, Feb. 17
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and subsequently Susquehanna Internal
Medicine Associates. He was president of
the medical staff of Holy Spirit Hospital
and the Pennsylvania affiliate of the
American Heart Association. In 1970, he
founded Blue Ridge Haven nursing home.
During his lifetime, Donald held
leadership positions with various nonprofit
organizations, serving as president
of the Jewish Community Center of
Harrisburg, president of the Jewish
Home of Harrisburg, chairman of the
board of trustees of Homeland Center,
and chairman of the Harrisburg Area
Community College Foundation.
His career and leadership was
acknowledged by honorary degrees in
public health from Gettysburg College
and in public service from Harrisburg Area
Community College. Donald’s generosity
and philanthropy was recognized by
the Central Pennsylvania Fundraising
Professionals, the Central Pennsylvania
Jewish Community Foundation, and the
local Jewish community, which awarded
him the Albert Hirsch Leadership Award
for two decades of service.
Donald remained connected to
Gettysburg College and established
the Donald D. Freedman, MD (1944)
and Richard S. Freedman, DVM (1973)
Scholarship Fund, which is awarded to
a junior or senior pursuing the study of
medicine, dentistry, or veterinary medicine
and participating in extracurricular activities.
Donald is survived by his wife, Sondra
Freedman, and her daughter, Talia Smith,
and his children Skip Freedman, Richard
Freedman ’73, Risa Moon, Hara Sue
Freedman, and their families.

Susan Fee Harper ’76 P’10
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John R. Clarke, March 27
Joseph S. Georgiana, Feb. 20
Hugh R. Burns, April 24
Joanne Kohr Manula, May 5
John R. Philson, June 2
Robert A. Senft, June 15
William L. Ryon Jr., March 20
Gunda Brakas, Feb. 4, 2015
John D. Rhodes, Feb. 27
Carl R. Van Lowe Jr., Feb. 4
John D. Leidich, April 23
Richard A. Leight, June 12
Edmund M. Miller, March 28
Ronald A. Venturini, April 1
Norman H. Henry, June 5
David L. McClure, Dec. 27, 2015
James E. Copeland Jr., Feb. 21
Richard E. Hendricks, May 1
Norman D. Maisel, April 12
Frederick O. Pedersen, July 31, 2014
Barb Carback Burkhardt, Feb. 7
Stephen C. Carmick, June 10
Ingrid Kupprat April 16

Susan Fee Harper passed away
on March 28 at the age of 62. Sue
graduated from Gettysburg College in
1967 and went on to earn her MEd
at the University of Pittsburgh before
beginning her teaching career. Beloved
wife of the late Robert T. Harper, Sue
was a first-grade teacher at Lincoln
Elementary School in Mt. Lebanon,
Pennsylvania, and a member of the Mt.
Lebanon First Church of Christ, Scientist,
where she served as a board member
and reader.
Sue also served Gettysburg College
in a variety of ways, most recently
as a member of the Alumni Board of
Directors. Previously, she and her late
husband cochaired and served on the
Parents Advisory Board (the predecessor
of today’s Parents Leadership Council).
She had also chaired the Pittsburgh
Club and served on the former Alumni
Executive Board, the Commission
on the Future, and her 35th reunion
committee. She had been a KARE
volunteer with the admissions office
since her graduation and hosted College
events in her Pittsburgh home. Her
daughter, Emily Harper Hammel ’10,
shared that Sue loved Gettysburg very
much and she enjoyed working with so
many Gettysburgians on her various
committees and boards.
Sue is survived by her daughters,
Elizabeth McCormick and Emily Harper
Hammel, and their families.

’66
’68
’69

’72
’73
’75
’76
’96

William H. Harding Jr., April 16
Jay Kappmeier, Feb. 17
Linda B. Machlan, May 15
David E Greer, Aug. 22, 2015
James G. Adair, May 21
Paul Muchinsky, Sept. 8, 2015
George B. Neidig Jr., May 6
L. James Snyder Jr., July 24, 2015
James A. Tichenor, April 29
Michael John O’Brien, March 4
Gary R. Betzing, June 24, 2015
Paul W. Hitchens, May 29
Kerry MacCartney Bert, April 15
Susan Fee Harper, March 28
Francis H. Naylor, June 29

Retired faculty & staff
George H. Fick, June 17
Jeanne I. Graybeal-Thrane, June 5
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George H. Fick, Professor of History

50th Reunion: Class of 1966
Left to Right
Front Row: Ieva Jaunzemis Dzelzgalvis, Sally Partridge Berman, Nancy Rudolph Shanaman, Valerie Nigro Bigelow, Janice Caldwell, Susan Blair Green,
Emily Holman, Anne Kuhlmann Taylor, George Fennell, David Juilfs, Jeanne deBrun Duffy, Nolan Walborn, Gordon Rowe, John Simons, Richard Buss,
David Werley, Terry Hartsock, Ed Hildebrand, Ron Harleman, Bruce Hamon and Hanna Ginger, Phil Mitman
Second Row: Marjorie Browne Burdette, Dave Reichert, John Kegley, Tom Hardy, Bruce Morehead, Richard Myers, Craig Disher, Stewart Lebo, Chuck Weiner,
Gail Walters Potter, Linda Riccobono Tiedt, Jane Dise Bowles, Donna Hoaster Guild, Susan Peterson Weaver, Marilyn (Bobbi) Deitrick Gorman, Linda Tohl Tracy,
Steve Tracy, Cathy Winter Staneck, Dave Staneck, John Gilchrist
Third Row: Garry Bloom, Ken Snowe, Bill Reid, Tom McCracken, Pete Wolynec, Ronald Brentzel, Toby Mullin, Roy Allen, Jim McLaughlin, Sue Strobel Tinanoff,
Brenda Bean Gindin, Susan Brown Hemenway, Kathie Smith de la Vergne, Tom de la Vergne, Larry Reimer, Sandy Sebastian Reimer, Sally Grim Knappenberger,
Judith Cooke Hoffman, John Baumgardner
Fourth Row: Steve Gotwals, Jim Bryan, Louise Walsh Dowd, David Griscom, Frank Wolfgang, Jay Bush, George Muschamp, Walter Wimer, Bob Reeder, Jim Ruck,
Jim Tucker, John Peter Stickeler, Bob Dillon, Ken Lundeen, Ginny Gruver Swartley, Claudia Wells Radin, Christine Albig Hommey, Stephen Wright, Bill Bock
Fifth Row: Jon Griffiths, Bob Peddicord, Bill Horn, Rob/Bob Morrison, David Pomfret, Richard Sawyer, Lani Ellinger Lindeman, Sadie Werner,
Sue Klingenberg Milligan, Sue Berg Morgan, Jim Madison
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FROM
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Longtime professor George H. Fick
passed away on June 17 at the Village of
Laurel Run in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
He was 86 years old.
George began his teaching career at
Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania,
before becoming a professor of history
at Gettysburg College, from 1967–1995.
George held his bachelor’s degree and
PhD from Harvard and his master’s degree
from the University of Minnesota.
“In appearance, George was straight
out of central casting as a college history
professor—tweed jacket, paisley tie, silver
hair, and an ever-present pipe,” recalled
history Prof. Michael Birkner ’72, P’10.
“Traditional in his approach to his subject
matter and equally so in his emphasis on
lecture, he especially enjoyed working
one-on-one with students. George helped
many students develop a sense of style,
and for some, a real love of early modern
European history.”
Fick is survived by his wife, Barbara
Willoughby Fick.
Donald B. Freedman ’44 P’73
Donald B. Freedman passed away on
March 8, just two days after his 92nd
birthday. After his College education was
interrupted by military service, Donald
graduated from Gettysburg College
in 1944 and from the University of
Pennsylvania School of Medicine in 1948.
Upon finishing his residency in his
hometown of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
he founded two group practices, first
Freedman Kanenson & Lewis Associates
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Switch to Servomation Brings Mixed Reactions
On August 1, Gettysburg College turned over its maintenance and custodial operations
to Servomation Corporation. According to John Schlegel, Gettysburg College business
manager, “the change was made in the hope for a greater efficiency and student
economic advantages.”
Trustees Eliminate Compulsory Chapel
At the June [redacted] meeting of the Board of Trustees…the following action
concerning the religious worship on the campus was passed:
“1. That four voluntary worship services shall be held each week…
2. That one compulsory convocation shall be held each week…
3. That all former actions…are rescinded.”
Football Opener: Bullets win 500th Game in New Digs
The Bullets christened the new turf on Shirk Field at Musselman Stadium with the
program’s 500th win, 52-7 drubbing of Lebanon Valley College.
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Donald B. Freedman, March 8
Carl T. Uehling, March 31
Clifford R. Miller Jr., Nov. 13, 2015
Malcolm C. Moritz, Feb. 20, 2014
Ruth Hoops Sachs Allison, Feb. 20
Paul Irvin Engle, May 4
Warren O. Eyster, May 23
Clifton L. Kehr, Feb. 16
George A. Poorman, May 17
Betty Lou Dinger Finney, March 12
David N. Finney, July 4, 2012
Gordon H. Jones, Feb. 29
H. Haines Fenimore, Feb. 24
Dorothy Rommel Dolson, March 17
John Harford, Oct. 25,2015
Joseph S. Kassouf, March 21
John Byrne, Nov. 21, 2015
Louise R. Lear-Hastreiter, Aug. 2, 2015
Robert C. Sellers, May 25
G. Robert Weiland, May 24
John H. Moser, April 18
James G. Peery, Feb. 17
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and subsequently Susquehanna Internal
Medicine Associates. He was president of
the medical staff of Holy Spirit Hospital
and the Pennsylvania affiliate of the
American Heart Association. In 1970, he
founded Blue Ridge Haven nursing home.
During his lifetime, Donald held
leadership positions with various nonprofit
organizations, serving as president
of the Jewish Community Center of
Harrisburg, president of the Jewish
Home of Harrisburg, chairman of the
board of trustees of Homeland Center,
and chairman of the Harrisburg Area
Community College Foundation.
His career and leadership was
acknowledged by honorary degrees in
public health from Gettysburg College
and in public service from Harrisburg Area
Community College. Donald’s generosity
and philanthropy was recognized by
the Central Pennsylvania Fundraising
Professionals, the Central Pennsylvania
Jewish Community Foundation, and the
local Jewish community, which awarded
him the Albert Hirsch Leadership Award
for two decades of service.
Donald remained connected to
Gettysburg College and established
the Donald D. Freedman, MD (1944)
and Richard S. Freedman, DVM (1973)
Scholarship Fund, which is awarded to
a junior or senior pursuing the study of
medicine, dentistry, or veterinary medicine
and participating in extracurricular activities.
Donald is survived by his wife, Sondra
Freedman, and her daughter, Talia Smith,
and his children Skip Freedman, Richard
Freedman ’73, Risa Moon, Hara Sue
Freedman, and their families.
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John R. Clarke, March 27
Joseph S. Georgiana, Feb. 20
Hugh R. Burns, April 24
Joanne Kohr Manula, May 5
John R. Philson, June 2
Robert A. Senft, June 15
William L. Ryon Jr., March 20
Gunda Brakas, Feb. 4, 2015
John D. Rhodes, Feb. 27
Carl R. Van Lowe Jr., Feb. 4
John D. Leidich, April 23
Richard A. Leight, June 12
Edmund M. Miller, March 28
Ronald A. Venturini, April 1
Norman H. Henry, June 5
David L. McClure, Dec. 27, 2015
James E. Copeland Jr., Feb. 21
Richard E. Hendricks, May 1
Norman D. Maisel, April 12
Frederick O. Pedersen, July 31, 2014
Barb Carback Burkhardt, Feb. 7
Stephen C. Carmick, June 10
Ingrid Kupprat April 16

Susan Fee Harper passed away
on March 28 at the age of 62. Sue
graduated from Gettysburg College in
1967 and went on to earn her MEd
at the University of Pittsburgh before
beginning her teaching career. Beloved
wife of the late Robert T. Harper, Sue
was a first-grade teacher at Lincoln
Elementary School in Mt. Lebanon,
Pennsylvania, and a member of the Mt.
Lebanon First Church of Christ, Scientist,
where she served as a board member
and reader.
Sue also served Gettysburg College
in a variety of ways, most recently
as a member of the Alumni Board of
Directors. Previously, she and her late
husband cochaired and served on the
Parents Advisory Board (the predecessor
of today’s Parents Leadership Council).
She had also chaired the Pittsburgh
Club and served on the former Alumni
Executive Board, the Commission
on the Future, and her 35th reunion
committee. She had been a KARE
volunteer with the admissions office
since her graduation and hosted College
events in her Pittsburgh home. Her
daughter, Emily Harper Hammel ’10,
shared that Sue loved Gettysburg very
much and she enjoyed working with so
many Gettysburgians on her various
committees and boards.
Sue is survived by her daughters,
Elizabeth McCormick and Emily Harper
Hammel, and their families.
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William H. Harding Jr., April 16
Jay Kappmeier, Feb. 17
Linda B. Machlan, May 15
David E Greer, Aug. 22, 2015
James G. Adair, May 21
Paul Muchinsky, Sept. 8, 2015
George B. Neidig Jr., May 6
L. James Snyder Jr., July 24, 2015
James A. Tichenor, April 29
Michael John O’Brien, March 4
Gary R. Betzing, June 24, 2015
Paul W. Hitchens, May 29
Kerry MacCartney Bert, April 15
Susan Fee Harper, March 28
Francis H. Naylor, June 29

Retired faculty & staff
George H. Fick, June 17
Jeanne I. Graybeal-Thrane, June 5
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Between Dabiq and Raqqa
In the spring 2016 issue, I read
with interest about archaeological
excavations at Golemo Gradište
by Prof. Snively, Prof. Hendon’s
Mesoamerican archaeology class,
Paige Philips ’12 and her work
with chemistry and archaeology,
and Katherine Haas ’10 and her
study of forensic anthropology.
Unlike Paige, I never thought about
being an archaeologist in the eighth
grade or even in my four years at
Gettysburg. Yet I ended up between
Dabiq and Raqqa.
Christmas Day 2015, I finished my
last archaeological report on el-Qitar,
a Bronze Age fortress overlooking the
Euphrates River, and that same day
I watched with fascination as SDF
forces, mainly Kurdish, advanced
against ISIS, captured the Tishreen
Dam, including el-Qitar, and crossed
to the west side of the Euphrates. They
approached ISIS-controlled Manbij.
That day, not only did I see videos,
shot from the east side of the river, of
the Tishreen Dam along with the small
mountain of el-Qitar, but also videos of
burned-out vehicles and corpses in my
old excavation trenches, warriors once
again dying on this spot.
El-Qitar’s fortifications were
built around 1800–1775 BCE by
king Shamsi-Adad; like ISIS, ShamsiAdad’s armies swept across northern
Mesopotamia from Mosul to Raqqa. He
installed his son Yasmah-Adad as king
of Mari. I first heard of Mari, which is
located in Syria on the Euphrates near
the Iraqi border, in Dr. Freed’s [Prof.
Emeritus Edwin D. Freed ’43, P’73]
required Bible class in 1956.
I was astonished by the thought of
the thousands of clay cuneiform tablets
found there. In our first season we
found a cuneiform tablet dating to the
13th century BCE. The tablet itself was
a contract of Šeni-šarri that ensured
his adopted son Anani-šarri would
share inheritance with the elder son
Agi-šimeia. The tablet was encased
48

JOIN US

Thomas McClellan ’60

arting shot

in a clay envelope marked with lines
of Akkadian, and there was a seal
impression with Hittite hieroglyphs of
the priestess Zippilumsa from a place
called Til-Abnu, possibly another later
name for el-Qitar.
El-Qitar was the first excavation
I directed. When our team from
the University of Melbourne arrived
in December 1982, a 10-inch
snowstorm stranded us in Manbij;
we ended up sleeping in our driver’s
house. A family member went around
in the dark shining a flashlight on
sacked-out team members, proudly
showing us off to the neighbors.
Weekly, we filled jerry cans with
drinking water from Manbij and bought
our groceries from open air stalls on
cold, cloudy, muddy winter days. As I
write this, both ISIS-held Manbij and
Raqqa are under renewed attack by
SDF (and some Americans). Near our
site the mukhtar (mayor, head man) of
the village of Yusuf Pasha welcomed
us and the village provided workers
for our excavations. In an offer I could
not refuse, he rented us rooms of
mudbrick with dirt floors and wovenmat roofs, sharing his compound with
us and his wives and children.
With the rebellion against the
Assad regime in 2011 and the rise of
ISIS in 2014, villagers scattered from
Yusuf Pasha, and a few kilometers to
the north and south, from Tell Hadidi
and Tell Banat where I also lived. Some
migrated to Beirut, others to Manbij,
Meskene, Raqqa, Damascus and
beyond. An old friend, an engineering
graduate of Damascus University, fled
to Jordan where he and his family are
trapped in a refugee camp out in the
desert. How these dislocations and
splintering of communities and families
affects ideological and social values is
of course a big question. The villagers
were conservative, but tolerant and
never radical. Perhaps a few of them
or their children joined ISIS or other
groups; I don’t know, but I doubt it.

in celebrating 25 years!

Dabiq, which I had never heard
of until recently, is 52 miles west
of el-Qitar. It is a small nondescript
village and the site of a 16th-century
CE battle, but in ISIS ideology, it is
the equivalent of Armageddon, where
they will make their last stand. Like
other magazines named after small
towns where there were big battles, it
is the name of ISIS’s English-language
propaganda magazine. Raqqa is a
typical Syrian regional town. In the
past, the eighth-century Abbasid
caliph Harun al-Rashid built his capital
there. Raqqa was also the location of
Bronze Age Tuttul, a major center for
the worship of the god Dagan. It is a
most unlikely capital for ISIS.
From my experience, the
inhabitants of the villages and towns of
northern Syria are just ordinary people
who have found themselves in the
middle of this devastation. My heart
goes out to them. The future of Syria
and of Near Eastern archaeology is not
bright at the moment, but I hope they
are not forgotten at Gettysburg.

Philosophy major Tom McClellan
’60 studied at the Lutheran seminary
in Philadelphia, taught two years at an
orphanage in Lebanon where he got into
archaeology, and returned to earn his
PhD at the University of Pennsylvania.
In addition to the University of
Melbourne, he taught at several
universities in the U.S.
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Between Dabiq and Raqqa
In the spring 2016 issue, I read
with interest about archaeological
excavations at Golemo Gradište
by Prof. Snively, Prof. Hendon’s
Mesoamerican archaeology class,
Paige Philips ’12 and her work
with chemistry and archaeology,
and Katherine Haas ’10 and her
study of forensic anthropology.
Unlike Paige, I never thought about
being an archaeologist in the eighth
grade or even in my four years at
Gettysburg. Yet I ended up between
Dabiq and Raqqa.
Christmas Day 2015, I finished my
last archaeological report on el-Qitar,
a Bronze Age fortress overlooking the
Euphrates River, and that same day
I watched with fascination as SDF
forces, mainly Kurdish, advanced
against ISIS, captured the Tishreen
Dam, including el-Qitar, and crossed
to the west side of the Euphrates. They
approached ISIS-controlled Manbij.
That day, not only did I see videos,
shot from the east side of the river, of
the Tishreen Dam along with the small
mountain of el-Qitar, but also videos of
burned-out vehicles and corpses in my
old excavation trenches, warriors once
again dying on this spot.
El-Qitar’s fortifications were
built around 1800–1775 BCE by
king Shamsi-Adad; like ISIS, ShamsiAdad’s armies swept across northern
Mesopotamia from Mosul to Raqqa. He
installed his son Yasmah-Adad as king
of Mari. I first heard of Mari, which is
located in Syria on the Euphrates near
the Iraqi border, in Dr. Freed’s [Prof.
Emeritus Edwin D. Freed ’43, P’73]
required Bible class in 1956.
I was astonished by the thought of
the thousands of clay cuneiform tablets
found there. In our first season we
found a cuneiform tablet dating to the
13th century BCE. The tablet itself was
a contract of Šeni-šarri that ensured
his adopted son Anani-šarri would
share inheritance with the elder son
Agi-šimeia. The tablet was encased
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in a clay envelope marked with lines
of Akkadian, and there was a seal
impression with Hittite hieroglyphs of
the priestess Zippilumsa from a place
called Til-Abnu, possibly another later
name for el-Qitar.
El-Qitar was the first excavation
I directed. When our team from
the University of Melbourne arrived
in December 1982, a 10-inch
snowstorm stranded us in Manbij;
we ended up sleeping in our driver’s
house. A family member went around
in the dark shining a flashlight on
sacked-out team members, proudly
showing us off to the neighbors.
Weekly, we filled jerry cans with
drinking water from Manbij and bought
our groceries from open air stalls on
cold, cloudy, muddy winter days. As I
write this, both ISIS-held Manbij and
Raqqa are under renewed attack by
SDF (and some Americans). Near our
site the mukhtar (mayor, head man) of
the village of Yusuf Pasha welcomed
us and the village provided workers
for our excavations. In an offer I could
not refuse, he rented us rooms of
mudbrick with dirt floors and wovenmat roofs, sharing his compound with
us and his wives and children.
With the rebellion against the
Assad regime in 2011 and the rise of
ISIS in 2014, villagers scattered from
Yusuf Pasha, and a few kilometers to
the north and south, from Tell Hadidi
and Tell Banat where I also lived. Some
migrated to Beirut, others to Manbij,
Meskene, Raqqa, Damascus and
beyond. An old friend, an engineering
graduate of Damascus University, fled
to Jordan where he and his family are
trapped in a refugee camp out in the
desert. How these dislocations and
splintering of communities and families
affects ideological and social values is
of course a big question. The villagers
were conservative, but tolerant and
never radical. Perhaps a few of them
or their children joined ISIS or other
groups; I don’t know, but I doubt it.

in celebrating 25 years!

Dabiq, which I had never heard
of until recently, is 52 miles west
of el-Qitar. It is a small nondescript
village and the site of a 16th-century
CE battle, but in ISIS ideology, it is
the equivalent of Armageddon, where
they will make their last stand. Like
other magazines named after small
towns where there were big battles, it
is the name of ISIS’s English-language
propaganda magazine. Raqqa is a
typical Syrian regional town. In the
past, the eighth-century Abbasid
caliph Harun al-Rashid built his capital
there. Raqqa was also the location of
Bronze Age Tuttul, a major center for
the worship of the god Dagan. It is a
most unlikely capital for ISIS.
From my experience, the
inhabitants of the villages and towns of
northern Syria are just ordinary people
who have found themselves in the
middle of this devastation. My heart
goes out to them. The future of Syria
and of Near Eastern archaeology is not
bright at the moment, but I hope they
are not forgotten at Gettysburg.

Philosophy major Tom McClellan
’60 studied at the Lutheran seminary
in Philadelphia, taught two years at an
orphanage in Lebanon where he got into
archaeology, and returned to earn his
PhD at the University of Pennsylvania.
In addition to the University of
Melbourne, he taught at several
universities in the U.S.
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93%

NINTYTHREE

93%* of our
alumni describe
Gettysburg
College as good
or excellent
FIFTYONE

51%
While in the past
five years 51%**
of alumni gave
to the College
Jump on board!
Join the majority of
Gettysburg College alums
who are supporting our
alma mater.
Your gifts to the Gettysburg
Fund keep the College
strong. Demonstrate your
love of Gettysburg...
this year, every year.
www.gettysburg.edu/makeagift

*credit to: Gettysburg College Alumni Attitude Study, 2014
**credit to: Council for Aid to Education and Annual Voluntary
Support of Education survey, 2014-2015

